
 

 

Grade 9 English - Week 4 (20 April – 24 April) 

Dear Grade 9 Parents, 

During this trying time, we are doing our best to aid learners and keep this 
stimulated, active and learning. 

If you have any queries please email your child’s teacher: 

jswallow@northcliffhigh.co.za 

nclack@northcliffhigh.co.za 

avanderwal@northcliffhigh.co.za 

sbudree-maharaj@northcliffhigh.co.za 

adevos@northcliffhigh.co.za 

escheepers@northcliffhigh.co.za 

kolls334@gmail.com 

 

Week 4 Lesson Plan 

Each day, students should spend 20-30 minutes on the lesson for the day. 

This week’s lessons will be focused on two main aspects: 

- The setwork book The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien 
- Hyphens and dashes 

The lessons will be split up as follows: 

 
Monday 20 April  
 

 
Introduction to The Hobbit and the main 
characters. 
 

 
Tuesday 21 April 
 

 
Reading Chapter 1 

 
Wednesday 22 April 
 

 
Reading Chapter 2 & 3 

 
Thursday 23 April 
 

 
Hyphens and Dashes Worksheet 

 
Friday 24 April 
 

 
Hyphens and Dashes exercises 



 

Most students should have a copy of The Hobbit as it was on the stationary list 
received at the beginning of the year. If you do not have a copy however, follow this 
link: https://archive.org/details/TheHobbitByJRRTolkienEBOOK/page/n19/mode/2up 

There you will find a free pdf version of The Hobbit to read. 

Analysis of the first three chapters will follow at a later date. 

 

Kind Regards 

Justin Swallow 

Grade 9 English Grade Controller 

 

 



 

 

 

Grade 9 English - Week 4 

Each day you should spend 20-30 minutes on the lesson for the day 

This week’s lessons will be focused on two main aspects: 

- The setwork book The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien 
- Hyphens and dashes 

The lessons will be split up as follows: 

 

Most students should have a copy of The Hobbit as it was on the stationary list 
received at the beginning of the year. If you do not have a copy however, follow this 
link: https://archive.org/details/TheHobbitByJRRTolkienEBOOK/page/n19/mode/2up 

There you will find a free pdf version of The Hobbit to read. 

Analysis of the first three chapters will follow at a later date. 

Monday 20 April 

 
Lesson Outcome: The aim of this lesson is to gain an insight into the background 
and main characters of The Hobbit. 
 
Read and familiarise yourself with the following notes. 
 
Pay special attention to the character analysis of the main characters, Bilbo, 
Gandalf and Thorin. 
 

 
Monday 20 April  
 

 
Introduction to The Hobbit and the main 
characters. 
 

 
Tuesday 21 April 
 

 
Reading Chapter 1 

 
Wednesday 22 April 
 

 
Reading Chapter 2 & 3 

 
Thursday 23 April 
 

 
Hyphens and Dashes Worksheet 

 
Friday 24 April 
 

 
Hyphens and Dashes exercises 



 

 

About the Author: 

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born in 
Bloemfontein, South Africa, on January 3, 1892. 
He settled in England when he was a child. Tolkien 
enlisted as a lieutenant and fought in the Battle of 
the Somme, in which there were severe 
casualties, and was eventually released from duty 
due to illness. A few years later he became a 
professor at Oxford University. While there he 
started a writing group called The Inklings, which 
counted among its members C.S. Lewis. It was also 
at Oxford, while grading a paper, that he 
spontaneously wrote a short line about "a 
hobbit."  J.R.R. Tolkien is widely considered the 
father of modern high fantasy. The Hobbit and the Lord of the Rings trilogy have 
captivated readers since their original publication and created a boom in 
popularity for the genre. Tolkien's influence could be seen in fiction published 
shortly after the release of his masterpiece trilogy, and it is still being felt today. 
With the popularity of Peter Jackson's film adaptations of both The Hobbit as 
well as The Lord of the Rings trilogy, Tolkien's most famous works have reached 
an even larger audience. Even people who aren't fans of fantasy fiction have a 
cursory familiarity with the legendary author and the characters that populate 
Middle Earth. 

 



Blurb: 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, 
unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther than his 
pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when 
the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive on 
his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure. 
They have launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard 
guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very 
dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, 
unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he 
will encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature 
known as Gollum. 

 
The Fantasy Genre: 
A Fantasy Novel is any book that contains unrealistic settings, or magic, often set in 
a medieval universe, or possibly involving mythical beings or supernatural forms as a 
primary element of the plot, theme, or setting. Something magical is almost always 
part of fantasy and magic may be seen in the setting or in the plot. It may even be 
practiced by the characters. 
Fantasy usually describes those stories that could not happen in real life. Fairy tales 
by known authors, such as those by Hans Christian Andersen, are considered 
modern fantasy and have no problem relating to young children; in fact most 
adolescents grow up believing in fantasy. They wish on candles, wait for tooth 
fairies, talk to their stuffed animals and play with imaginary friends. Fiction dates all 
the way back to ancient mythology. 
 

The Hobbit Characters: 

Bilbo Baggins - The hero of the story. Bilbo is a hobbit, “a short, 
human-like person.” Commonsensical and fastidious, Bilbo leads a 
quiet life in his comfortable hole at Bag End and, like most hobbits, 
is content to stay at home. But Bilbo possesses a great deal of 
untapped inner strength, and when the wizard Gandalf persuades 
Bilbo to join a group of dwarves on a quest to reclaim their gold from 
a marauding dragon, Bilbo ends up playing a crucial role as the 
company’s burglar. Bilbo’s adventures awaken his courage and 
initiative and prove his relentless ability to do what needs to be 
done. 

 



 

Gandalf - A wise old wizard who always seems to know 
more than he reveals. Gandalf has a vast command of 
magic and tends to show up at just the moment he is 
needed most. Though he helps the dwarves in their quest 
(not least by making Bilbo go along with them), he does 
not seem to have any interest in their gold. He always has 
another purpose or plan in mind, but he rarely reveals his 
private thoughts. 

Thorin Oakenshield  - A dwarf who leads his fellow dwarves on 
a trip to the Lonely Mountain to reclaim their treasure from 
Smaug. Smaug’s bounty is Thorin’s inheritance, as it belonged 
to Thror, Thorin’s grandfather, the great King under the 
Mountain. Thorin is a proud, purposeful, and sturdy warrior, if a 
bit stubborn at times. As the novel progresses, his inability to 
formulate successful plans, his greed, and his reliance on Bilbo 
to save him at every turn make Thorin a somewhat unappealing 
figure, but he is partly redeemed by the remorse he shows 
before he dies. 

 

Gollum - A strange, small, slimy creature who lives deep in the 
caves of Moria beneath the Misty Mountains. There, Gollum 
broods over his “precious,” a magic ring, until he accidentally loses 
it and Bilbo finds it. We never learn exactly what kind of creature 
he is. Apparently, his true shape has been too deformed by years 
of living in darkness to be recognizable.  

Smaug - The great dragon who lives in the Lonely Mountain. Years 
ago, Smaug heard of the treasure that the dwarves had amassed in 
the mountain under Thror’s reign, and he drove them away to claim 
the gold for himself. His flaming breath can scorch a city, his huge 
wings can carry him great distances, and his armorlike hide is almost 
impenetrable. Smaug can speak and possesses a dark, sardonic 
sense of humor. 

Bard - The grim human who is the honorable 
captain of the guard in Lake Town, a human city built on Long Lake 
just south of the Lonely Mountain. With the help of information 
discovered by Bilbo and relayed by a thrush, Bard finds Smaug’s 
weak spot and kills him. 

Beorn - A man who can turn into a bear, Beorn helps Bilbo and the 
dwarves after their escape from the goblins. 



Elrond - The great leader of the elves at Rivendell. Elrond gives Bilbo’s group aid and 
helpful advice when they pass through Rivendell early in the novel. He is described in 
Chapter 3 as being “as strong as a warrior, as wise as a wizard, as venerable as a 
king of dwarves, and as kind as summer.” 

Dark Lord Sauron - An evil sorcerer and creator of the magic ring. Also called the 
Necromancer, Sauron is only mentioned in The Hobbit; he never actually appears. 

Thror - Thorin’s grandfather. Thror mined Moria, a series of caves under the 
Mountain, and discovered a wealth of gold and jewels. He became King under the 
Mountain, but before long, the dragon Smaug came and killed or scattered all of 
Thror’s people. The dragon has been guarding the treasure ever since, and Thorin 
wants to get back what is rightfully his. 

 

Tuesday 21 April 

Read chapter 1 of The Hobbit. 

 

Wednesday 22 April 

Read chapters 2 and 3 of The Hobbit. 

 

Thursday 23 April 

Hyphens and Dashes Lesson 1 

 

Lesson Outcome: The aim of this lesson is to gain a deeper understanding about the 
functions of a hyphen and a dash.  

Read and familiarise yourself with the following notes.  

Rewrite notes into your book. 

 

The Dash 
A dash is a little horizontal line that floats in the middle of a line of text (not at the 
bottom, that’s an underscore). Dashes are used to separate groups of words, not to 
separate parts of words like a hyphen does.  
 

Function Example 
It separates parts of a sentence and forces a 
reader to pause. 

There’s more to school than a syllabus 
– life-skills, friendship and 
sportsmanship are gained along the 
way. 



A dash provides additional information. 
 
Double dashes often provide additional 
information. If the sentence continues after the 
interruption (extra information), use a pair of 
dashes. 

She was extraordinarily tall— the tallest 
woman I'd ever seen. 
 
She walked in— the tallest woman I'd 
ever seen—and took a seat at the 
counter. 

It separates a comment or afterthought from 
the rest of the sentence. 

I checked and there was no-one there – 
or so I thought! 

It creates a dramatic pause, leading to a climax 
or anti-climax. 

I ran to the window; I looked out and 
saw – the cat! 

 

 
 
 
 
The Hyphen 
 
A hyphen is used to create a compound word.   
 

Function Example 
A hyphen links prefixes to words, 
or links two words in order to form 
compound words. 

Pre-school 
Life-threatening 
Well-deserved 

It helps to differentiate meanings. She had to re-make the garment. 
The remake of The Great Gatsby is most enjoyable. 

To help with spelling and 
pronunciation, a hyphen can be 
inserted if a prefix ends in a vowel 
and the word joined to the prefix 
begins with the same vowel. 

Co-opt 
Re-examine 
No-one 

Words that cannot be completed 
on one line are linked to the net 
line with a hyphen.  

De-lightful 
Delight-ful 

 

Hyphen Rules 

Rule 1. Generally, hyphenate two or more words when they come before a noun they modify 

and act as a single idea. This is called a compound adjective. 

Examples: 

an off-campus apartment 

state-of-the-art design 

When a compound adjective follows a noun, a hyphen is usually not necessary. 

Example: The apartment is off campus. 



However, some established compound adjectives are always hyphenated. Double-check 

with a dictionary or online. 

Example: The design is state-of-the-art. 

 

Rule 2. A hyphen is frequently required when forming original compound verbs for vivid 

writing, humour, or special situations. 

Examples: 

The slacker video-gamed his way through life. 

Queen Victoria throne-sat for six decades. 

Rule 3. The adverb very and adverbs ending in ly are not hyphenated. 

Incorrect: the very-elegant watch 

Incorrect: the finely-tuned watch 

This rule applies only to adverbs. The following two examples are correct because 

the ly words are not adverbs: 

Correct: the friendly-looking dog 

Correct: a family-owned cafe 

Rule 4. Hyphens are often used to tell the ages of people and things. A handy rule, whether 

writing about years, months, or any other period of time, is to use hyphens unless the period 

of time (years, months, weeks, days) is written in plural form: 

With hyphens: 

We have a two-year-old child. 

We have a two-year-old. 

No hyphens: The child is two years old. (no hyphen because years is plural.) 

Note that when hyphens are involved in expressing ages, two hyphens are required. Many 

writers forget the second hyphen: 



Incorrect: We have a two-year old child. 

Without the second hyphen, the sentence is about an "old child." 

 

Look at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYV1l4sPljs for extra notes on hyphens 
and dashes.  

 

Friday 24 April 

Lesson 2 

 

Lesson Outcome: The aim of this lesson is to test understanding on hyphens and 
dashes.  

Answer the following questions in your workbook. 

The memo will be uploaded at a later date. 

 

 

Exercise 1 
Instructions: Insert hyphens when necessary in the following sentences. 
 
1. A two thirds majority voted for the change. 

2. He is a part time French teacher. 

3. Chad is a little too self confident for his own good. 

4. Most hunters will earn a lot of time hunting in mid October. 

5. The soft spoken woman was not heard over the clamour. 

6. McKenzie is a very hard hitting striker. 

7. Zane’s heavily loaded truck ran out of fuel in the middle of the mud pit. 

8. Man eating tiger destroyed. 

9. For sale: a little used boat. 

10. Two week holidays to be won! 

11. Mountain holiday prices at rock bottom. 

12. Beware of car chasing dog on the N1 North towards Pretoria. 

 
Exercise 2 
Instructions: Use dashes where they are needed in the following sentences. 
 



1. We will invite Susan she is the new girl next door to our party. 

2. The dog slid on the floor his nails acting like skates and crashed into the rubbish bin. 

3. When our stockpile was sold indeed, dumped for surplus all our sales were 

compromised. 

4. Today has been tough but I will not bore you with my troubles. 

5. Let me tell you about watch where you are going! 

6. His schemes were always elaborate, ingenious, and exciting and wholly impractical.  

7. Athletics that is, winning athletics have become a profitable university operation.  

8. On the mosquito's sides had been two flattened sacs, and from them she now pulled out 

wings!  

9. Strawberry cheesecake, my favourite dessert, was all gone by the time I arrived.  

10. The qualities Monet painted sunlight, rich shadows, deep colours were abundant around 

the rivers and gardens he used as subjects.  

11. I don’t know if I can win, but I’d sure like to try.  

12. I gave my neighbours, Alicia, Grace, and Isabel, a ride to the concert.  

13. He was so hungry he bought almost everything he could see: cotton candy, corn dogs, 

scones and ice cream.  

 

Exercise 3: 
Explain each of the following so that their meaning is explicit. 
 
Yellow-Bellied  

Even-tempered  

Tight-lipped  

Baby-faced  

Wide-eyed  

Light-footed  

Pig-headed  

Heavy-handed  

Hard-hearted  

Long-winded  

 
 
Exercise 4: 
Match the compound adjectives in column A with the following definitions in column B. 
 

Column A Column B 
1. Loose-lipped A) Jealousy is a monster that is  



2. Tight-fisted B) To show no emotions 
3. Sure-footed C) A miser 
4. Cold-hearted D) To be agile 
5. Thin-skinned E) Stubborn 
6. Short-tempered F) To have no compassion for others 
7. Green-eyed G) To be very proud 
8. Bull-headed H) Quick to anger 
9. Stone-faced I) Very sensitive 
10. Stiff-necked J) A gossip 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  
6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  

Exercise 5: 
Instructions: The asterisk * marks the place where either a hyphen or a dash should appear 
in the sentence.  Rewrite the sentences using the correct punctuation mark.  
 

1. The multi * purpose instrument was faulty * I am glad I didn’t buy it. 
2. I suppose I’d better buy a new pair of scissors * then again, I could get the old ones 

sharpened. 
3. I’d better re * learn that chapter since I failed the test. 
4. “ I want to give up because * “ 

 “Don’t be silly, just persevere!” 
5. “Turn right at the T * junction.” 

“Well * er * are you sure that’s the right way?” 
 

 


