
 
 

 
Dear Grade 11s 
 
In this document, you will find a memorandum for the Macbeth questions 
found in your term 1 notes (the red pack) and a Macbeth contextual test.  
You need to please have the questions marked before returning to school.  
A memorandum of the memo will be uploaded next week which you can use to 
check your answers.  
 
You also need to complete Paper 1 in your language pack (the pink one). 
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“What’s done cannot be 
undone” 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Macbeth Memo 
 
Act 1 Scene 1 
 
1.1.1 The theme of order vs chaos is introduced early on in the play. How is it portrayed in 

this scene? 
 
An atmosphere of chaos is created in the opening scene. “Thunder and 
lightning” suggests cosmic chaos and “hurly burly” suggests political chaos. 
  

2 

1.1.2 Explain the equivocation in “When the battles lost and won”. 
 
The battle is won through Macbeth’s actions and bravery, but his victory (in 
battle), starts the chain of events that will lead to his downfall. 
 

2 

1.1.3 Quote another example of equivocation and explain its meaning. 
 
“fair is foul and foul is fair”. This means that things that appear to be good 
may, in reality, often be foul (and vice versa). The witches aim to hide their 
true intentions through equivocation. They state that they will tempt Macbeth 
to betray what is “fair”; in doing so, he will commit himself to all that is “foul”.  
 

3 

1.1.4 Why is it significant that the first mention of Macbeth is made by the witches? 
 
Macbeth is first mentioned by instruments of evil, in a setting of chaos 
(cosmic and political). This suggests that the witches have recognised the evil 
within Macbeth and will encourage evil to grow within Macbeth.   

3 

 
Act 1 Scene 2 
 
1.2.1 Who is the traitor and how is he defeated? 

 
Macdonald, the Thane of Cawdor, is the traitor; he is defeated by Macbeth. It 
seemed that luck was on Macdonald’s side until Macbeth arrived. He cut 
Macdonald open from his stomach to his throat and fixed his head on one of 
the walls of Duncan’s castle.   
 

2 

1.2.2 Our first impression of Macbeth comes from the Captain’s speech and the King’s 
praise (lines 8-24). What do we learn about him?  
 
Macbeth is described as a brave hero. “ For brave Macbeth-well he deserves 
the name.” 
He has no need for fortune/luck “disdaining fortune” 
He is quick and powerful (Macdonald didn’t have time to ignore the custom of 
shaking hands with one’s enemy before killing him. “Which he never shook 
hands nor bade him farewell to him”.  
The king describes him as valiant and a worthy gentleman 
 

3 

1.2.3 Discuss the irony of the title given to Macbeth.  
 
Macbeth is given the title Thane of Cawdor. This is ironic as the previous 
thane was a traitor. Duncan has ironically given the title to Macbeth who will 
also be a traitor and destroy him.  
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Act 1 Scene 3 
 
 1.3.1 Comment on Macbeth’s opening words.  

 
Macbeth states “so foul and fair a day I have not seen”. He states that even 
though the weather and losses in battle were foul, the victory was fair.  
 
His words are ironic as they echo the witches’ words “Fair is foul and foul is 
fair” in scene 1. [This is dramatic irony as we (the audience) are aware of this 
but Macbeth is not.] It could suggest that he is already under their power in 
some way but unaware of it. 
 
 This could also be an example of foreshadowing. This day will lead to foul 
deeds – the murder of Duncan.  
 

3 

1.3.2a Briefly state the witches’ prophecy for Macbeth and Banquo.  

The witches greet Macbeth with 3 titles: Thane of Glamis – is Macbeth’s 
current title; Thane of Cawdor – Macbeth’s new title that he is unaware of and 
King- the title he will have in the future. 
 

Banquo’s prophecy states that he will be “lesser” and “greater”  than 
Macbeth, not as happy yet “happier” and though he won’t be king himself, his 
descendants will be kings. 4 

1.3.2b Contrast their reactions to these prophesies.  

Banquo is wise and knows the witches are evil; he refers to them as 
“instruments of darkness”. He warns Macbeth that instruments of darkness 
tell the truth about unimportant details to win a person’s confidence and then 
betrays them in more important matters.  

Macbeth is conflicted. Although ambitious “why do I yield to that 
suggestions”, he also has a sense of morality “Whose horrid image doth unfix 
my hair”. 

He realises his thoughts (ambitions) are wrong and goes against God and the 
natural order of things.   4 

1.3.3 “…that suggestion whose horrid image doth unfix my hair”. Explain Macbeth’s 
reaction when he finds himself entertaining “that suggestion”.  

Macbeth is horrified √that he entertains the thought of killing Duncan. He 
realises these thoughts are unnatural. His reaction to his thoughts is shown 
through his physical reactions: his heart beats faster, his hair stands at end.  
He is shaken and confused by this idea.  
 3 

Act 1 scene 4 
 



 
 

1.4.1 Making reference to the theme of appearance vs reality, discuss Duncan’s speech 
in lines 12-15. 

Duncan means that it is incredibly difficult to judge a person’s thoughts and 
intentions “mind” by their outward appearance/ expressions “face”. He is 
referring to the late Thane of Cawdor appeared loyal to the king but was in 
fact a traitor. This is ironically also true of Macbeth.  

3 

1.4.2 With reference to the text, discuss Duncan’s attitude towards Macbeth.  

Duncan is full of praise for Macbeth and states that Macbeth deserves more 
thanks that is possible for any man to give. “Thou art so far before….to 
overtake thee.” By greeting him “worthiest cousin” it shows his respect for 
Macbeth.  Duncan’s tone is warm and proud. 
 

3 

1.4.2(2) Account for Macbeth’s response to Duncan’s announcement that his son, Malcolm, 
(The Prince of Cumberland) will be heir to the throne? 

Macbeth is upset about the news. He sees the title, prince of Cumberland, as 
an obstacle in his way that will either pull him down or that he will “leap 
over”.   2 

1.4.3 Why does Macbeth desire that the “stars, hide your fires!” (Line 50)? 

Macbeth is trying to hide his thirst for blood and power; he asks the stars not 
to burn so bright as to hide his evil desires. These desires include killing the 
king, Malcom (who has been named heir to the throne), and Donaldbain who 
stand ahead of him in the line of succession.  2 

1.4.4 What are Macbeth’s “black and deep desires” (Line 51)? 

Macbeth’s desire is to be king.  When he states “let light not see” he hopes 
that heaven does not see his evil intentions. 2 

 
 
Act 1 Scene 5 
 
1.5.1 Consider Macbeth’s letter to Lady Macbeth and her response to it. 

With reference to the text, comment on their relationship.  
 
It is evident that Macbeth and Lady Macbeth have a close relationship. 
Macbeth has wasted no time in informing his wife about the meeting with the 
witches and the events that have since followed. He refers to her as “my 
dearest partner of greatness” which suggests he sees her as an equal 
partner.  
He asks her to keep these events a secret which shows there is trust between 
them. “Lay it to thy heart”. 
 

4 

1.5.2 Explore Lady Macbeth’s concerns regarding Macbeth’s nature. Substantiate your 
answer. 
She fears her husband’s nature is not ruthless enough to achieve his ambition 
and that his compassion and humanity will prevent him from achieving his goal.  
“Yet I do fear thy nature: It is too full o’the milk of human kindness” 
 

3 

1.5.3 “That I may pour my spirits in thine ear...” (Line 26-52).  
What is Lady Macbeth asking the spirits to do?  
 

2 



 
 

She wants to pour her spirits into his ear. i.e. she wants to do the necessary 
persuading to get Macbeth to take action and get the crown as soon as 
possible.  
She asks the spirits to unsex her- to remove her feminine qualities such as 
tenderness and gentleness from her character- and asks them to fill her with 
cruelty to prevent her from feeling pity/guilt which may prevent her from 
doing what needs to be done.  She also asks darkness itself to come and 
cover the deed so that heaven / forces of good cannot stop it from taking 
place   
 

1.5.4a What advice does Lady Macbeth give to Macbeth for the night ahead (lines 58-62)? 

She tells him to act normally, appearing friendly while he is in fact being 
deceiving and wicked. 
 

2 

1.5.4b Identify the theme evident in her advice. 

Appearance vs reality. 1 

1.5.5 With reference to the text, comment on Lady Macbeth’s character. 

Lady Macbeth is portrayed as a malevolent woman who is ambitions and 
willing to become queen at all costs. She is depicted as a cunning individual 
who will persuade her husband to kill the king and instructs him to be friendly 
to the king while she plans his assassination. Any relevant quote.  4 

Act 1 Scene 6 
 
1.6.1 How is the theme of appearance vs reality demonstrated in this scene?  

The theme of appearance vs reality is evident when Duncan speaks about love 
and loyalty and his comments on the pleasantness of the castle. He is unaware 
of reality and the evil the Macbeths are plotting inside the castle. Lady 
Macbeth’s words are hypocritical as we know her real thoughts and what she is 
plotting. 3 

 
Act 1 Scene7 
 
1.7.1 Consider Macbeths soliloquy. 

In his soliloquy, Macbeth considers the consequences of the deed they have 
planned and questions whether it is worth the outcome. 

 

   

1.7.1a What are the reasons Macbeth gives as to why he should not kill Duncan? 

Firstly, he is concerned about the consequences and judgements of the 
killing. He realises killing Duncan will not be the end of it because there will 
be consequences both in this life and in the judgement of the life to come. 
(Lines 2-8) 
Secondly he knows that he will have to suffer for this crime in the end as 
much as the victim will suffer now (Lines 8-10) 
Thirdly Duncan is his cousin and his king; Duncan trusts him to be loyal. 
(Lines 12-16) 
Fourthly as Duncan’s host, he should protect him, not hurt him. (Lines 12-16) 
Lastly Macbeth admits that Duncan is a good man and a good king and states 
that the heavens will cry out at his death because he does not deserve it.  4 



 
 

1.7.1b What is the only reason he has for regicide? 

The only reason he has for killing Duncan is his “vaulting ambition” - his 
unstoppable desire to be king himself.  2 

1.7.2       Consider Lady Macbeth’s response to Macbeth’s change in heart.    

1.7.2a What do the words ‘green’ and ‘pale’ imply? 

These words suggest a young and inexperienced fighter. Lady Macbeth once 
again implies he is not a man and a weak warrior 1 

1.7.2b How does Lady Macbeth persuade him to go ahead with the killing? 

She plays on his emotions of manhood. By suggesting that he is a coward 
rather than a man, and that she cannot love a coward, she persuades him to 
go ahead with the murder. 2 

1.7.3 Briefly outline Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s plan.  

Lady Macbeth plans to get Duncan’s guards drunk; she will remove their 
daggers and lay them ready so that Macbeth can find them. Macbeth will kill 
Duncan and then blame it on the guards. 
 3 

1.7.4 Consider lines 75 onwards. 

Discuss the theme of appearance vs. reality in the closing lines of the scene. 

Macbeth states “when we have marked… that they have done’t?” It will appear 
that the officers committed the crime as the Macbeths will cover them in 
Duncan’s blood. 
 
The theme is continued through Lady Macbeth’s response as she declares they 
will appear to be grieving: this will be an outward appearance of pretence to 
hide their inner joy.   
 
The scene ends with Macbeth stating “false face must hide what the false doth 
heart does know”. This means that he will adopt a façade of normality/ grief to 
conceal the truth/ his true actions and thoughts.  
 6 

1.7.5 Quote and discuss a line that shows Macbeth has sealed his fate. 

“ I am settled, and bend up each corporal agent to this terrible feat.” He has 
made up his mind to join Lady Macbeth. In doing so, he joins her in becoming 
an agent of evil. 

3 

 
Act 2 Scene 1 
 
2.1.1 How has the relationship between Banquo and Macbeth changed? 

In act 1, it is suggested that Macbeth and Banquo have a close friendship. 
Both are loyal and honourable soldiers in Duncan’s army. Their relationship 
changes after their encounter with the witches. The change is evident in their 
conversation.  Although Macbeth replies ‘a friend’ (line 10) to Banquo, there is 
clearly some distance between them. The formal and polite way they greet 
each other, does not sound like 2 friends talking casually to each other. When 

4 



 
 

Banquo bids Macbeth goodnight, he calls him ‘sir’ as if to emphasise the 
feeling of a strained relationship between them 

2.1.2 Consider Macbeth’s soliloquy.  

2.1.2a Macbeth imagines seeing a dagger before his eyes.  

What does this suggest about his state of mind? Quote to support your answer. 

Macbeth’s state of mind is one of guilt; he is tormented by his guilty conscience, 
even before he has done the evil deed.  He realises the dagger is ‘of the mind’ 
and the hallucinations comes from ‘the heat-oppressed brain’ which is his own 
agitated mind.  
 3 

2.1.2b What is meant by “the bell invites me” (line 62)?  

The ringing bell is the sign that Lady Macbeth has drugged the guards. 
It also has the dramatic function of alerting the audience to the fact that  
Macbeth is about to commit the dreadful deed.  
   2 

2.1.3 “Here it not...or to hell”. Describe Macbeth’s attitude towards Duncan in his parting 
words. 

His attitude is a callous one. He doesn’t care if Duncan goes to heaven  
or hell when he kills him. 

2 

 
Act 2 Scene 2 
 
2.2.1a In a short paragraph (80-100 words) compare and contrast the reactions of Macbeth 

and Lady Macbeth to the murder of Duncan. Use quotes and examples from the 
scene to support your answer. Make special reference to the imagery of blood. 
Note: your paragraph should follow the PEEL structure. Remember to write in 
present tense and third person. 

Lady Macbeth’s response shows her strong nature. She reprimands Macbeth, 
telling him to stop acting like a child: ‘Tis the eye of childhood that fears 
painted a devil.” She calls him “Infirm of purpose’, in other words, lacking 
determination and courage; she states that he is weak 

She is calm and practical in her response. She tells him what to do to avoid 
detection: she states that they should rerun to their rooms, put on their gowns 
and wash their hands. 

Emotionally, she is unaffected by the murder. She states that “a little waters 
clears us of this deed.” This suggests that she is stronger than her husband 
but perhaps she is delusional about her strength (as seen towards the end of 
the play. 

 
Macbeth is full of shame, anguish and despair at what he has done. He looks 
at his hands and says “This is a sorry sight”. His guilt is seen when he sees 
his hands covered in blood and wishes he could tear out his eyes so that they 
will not see the proof of his guilt.   10 



 
 

His anguish is seen when he says “Will all great Neptune’s oceans wash this 
blood Clean from my heart”  
He thinks that the whole ocean will not be able to wipe away his guilt, which 
suggests that he is deeply affected by what he is done. 

He feels ashamed when a knocking sound frightens him. “Whence is that 
knocking…appals me”. 

2.2.1b Consider Macbeth’s actions after the murder. How is his behaviour different from the 
man we were introduced to in Act 1? 

In the beginning of the play, Macbeth is a brave and strong warrior. At this stage 
of the play, he almost seems almost weak as he is easily frightened and in a 
state of panic. This change is significant because as a soldier, he would’ve 
killed before, however he is disturbed and tormented by this killing.  
 

2 

2.2.2 Discuss this scene with reference to the theme of order vs. chaos. 

By killing Duncan, Macbeth has uprooted the natural order of things- of which 
sleep is a part.  Sleep is rest to the troubled mind and Macbeth will not 
experience it again. His mind will succumb to a state of chaos. 3 

2.2.3 Why is Lady Macbeth’s advice to Macbeth ironic? 

She tells him not to think about it; “These deeds must not be thought After these 
ways; so it will make us mad. “The irony lies in the fact that it will not be so easy 
for either of them to forget what has happened, and of the two of them, she is 
the one who will be driven mad by guilt.  

2 

 
  
Act 2 Scene 3 and 4 
 
2.3.1 The porter scene is rather amusing. Why would Shakespeare include a funny scene 

at this point? 

It is for comic relief; after the tension of the previous scene, with the murder 
and guilt-ridden Macbeth, the audience is able to relax and laugh during the 
porter scene.  
 

2 

2.3.2 The immoral act of regicide is accompanied by unnatural events in nature. With 
reference to the text, comment on the validity of the above statement.  

The disruption in nature signals disruption to the great chain of being. In this 
case, the chaos has been brought on by the killing of a king.  
Lennox says that the night was “wild and unruly”; chimneys were blown 
down; he heard strange screams and felt the earth shake during the night.  
We learn that all of nature rebelled the night Duncan was killed. 
The sun was obscured- there was an eclipse.  
A falcon(mighty predator ) was killed by a mousy owl(inferior predator) 
Duncan's horses went mad, broke out of their stalls, and ate each other. 
 

6 

2.3.3 “Twas a rough night.” Explain the significance Macbeth’s response to Duncan’s 
murder.  

This is an example of equivocation. His words are interpreted as a response to 
the natural disorder of the night before, but Macbeth is actually thinking of 
Duncan’s murder and the turmoil it has caused in his mind.  
 

2 



 
 

2.3.4 Account for Lady Macbeth’s reaction after Macbeth admits to killing the guards.  

Lady Macbeth appears faint after Macbeth’s explanation. She is smart and 
realises her husband may give him himself away, therefore does it as a 
distraction. 
 

3 

2.3.5 Discuss the reasons and consequences of Malcom and Donaldbain’s decision to flee 
Scotland. 

They decide to flee Scotland (Malcom to England and Donaldbain to Ireland) 
because of the danger they are in as relatives to the king. They are aware of 
the “daggers in men’s smiles” and that they may be the next victims.   
The consequence of this is that people may believe they are guilty in some 
way. It also leaves the way open for Macbeth to be crowned king. 2 

2.3.6 Explore Macduff’s feelings regarding Macbeth’s inauguration.  

Macduff states “No cousin, I’ll to Fife.” He will not go to Scone to see the 
crowning of Macbeth and therefor will not make an oath of allegiance to 
Macbeth as he does not feel it is right.  

His words " Lest our old robes sit easier than our new " also indicate that he is 
worried that the new king will be less comfortable to live with than the old one.   

 
 
Act 3 Scene 1 
 
3.1.1 Consider Banquo’s soliloquy.   

3.1.1a Provide evidence that Banquo suspects Macbeth of Duncan’s murder. 

In his soliloquy, Banquo states “thou played’st most foully for’t”.  He suspects 
that Macbeth got what the witches promised him by means of foul play.  2 

3.1.1b What are his hopes for himself? 

He considers the fact that Macbeth’s prophesies came true and wonders\ 
hopes whether his descendants will be kings. 2 

3.1.1c How does he act as a foil to Macbeth? 

In fiction, a foil is a character who contrasts with another character to 
highlight qualities of a character.  

Macbeth is predicted to become king, while Banquo is predicted to be the 
father of many kings.  Macbeth embarks on a destructive run of murders in 
order to first be crowned kind, and then to hold on to the throne. His ambition 
causes him to become ruthless. 

Banquo on the other hand, finds the idea of having his heirs rule Scotland 
attractive, but does not take steps of any kind to make it happen.  He is not 
driven by ambition but by loyalty and honour. 

Both face similar situations, but Banquo handles the situation as it should be 
handled, while Macbeth does not. This highlights Macbeth’s ambition.  3 



 
 

 

3.1.2 Macbeth is hypocritical in this scene. Provide evidence that supports this statement. 

Macbeth appears to be interested in Banquo’s plans to go riding and appears 
to be concerned about him returning in time for the feast. He asks questions in 
a casual way but uses the information he gets from the answers, against 
Banquo when he sends hired murderers to kill him.  
(He wants to know where Banquo will be that afternoon, how far he is going, 
and whether his son will go with him)   
 

3 

3.1.3 Explain the irony in “Fail not our feast” and “My Lord, I will not”.  

It is ironic, firstly, in that Macbeth knows that Banquo will not come to the 
feast because he is going to have him killed. Banquo doesn’t know he won’t 
be there.  
The irony goes deeper in terms of what actually happens. Banquo DOES show 
up at the banquet after all, but in the form of a ghost.  
 

2 

3.1.4 Discuss the dramatic irony in Banquo’s words: “our time does call upon’s” (line 36). 

Banquo tells Macbeth their time is running out and he has to leave the castle 
to go riding. As the audience, we know that Banquo’s time to be alive is 
running out; he will not only leave the castle, but life.   2 

3.1.5 Refer to Macbeth’s soliloquy in lines 48-72. 

Note that his soliloquy deals mainly with feelings of insecurity.  

3.1.5a With reference to the text, critically discuss the fears and concerns mentioned in his 
soliloquy. 

Macbeth fears Banquo and contrasts himself to Banquo. He feels Banquo has 
royalty of nature, is wise, and has courage. He also feels that Banquo 
outshines him (like Mark Anthony did Caesar). 

He is also afraid of what the witches promised Banquo. He has risked 
everything to become king and wants it to continue through his line. 

“..and mine eternal jewel given to the common enemy of man”. His eternal 
jewel (his soul) has been sacrificed and handed over to the devil “enemy of 
man” so he can be king.  6 

 
Act 3 Scene 2 
 
3.2.1 Consider scene 1 and 2: 

What evidence is there that Macbeth and Lady Macbeth have become estranged? 

We learn that Macbeth has not consulted Lady Macbeth in his plan to kill 
Banquo. In the previous scene, Macbeth states “we will keep ourself till 
suppertime alone” – she no longer features as much and they do not spend 
much time together.  4 



 
 

In scene 2, she states “Say to the King I would attend to his leisure for a few 
words”; she relies on a servant to call her husband, instead of her going to 
speak to him herself.  

3.2.2 Refer to Lady Macbeth’s words “Nought’s had, all’s spent/Where our desires is got 
without content.” Explain these words and discuss what they reveal about her state 
of mind. 

Lady Macbeth’s mental state is starting to deteriorate. Her guilt is evident 
when she says that there is no pleasure when evil means are used to gain 
ambitious ends. She realises that it is better to be the victim of destruction 
than to suffer the consequences of being found out.  4 

3.2.3 Explore Macbeth’s feelings regarding his new position as king. 

It is not everything Macbeth hoped it would be.  

Macbeth lives in constant fear. He says he has lost his peace of mind and is 
unable to sleep. “…we will eat our meals in fear, and sleep in the affliction of 
these terrible dreams…”  

He is also jealous that the murdered Duncan can sleep in peace while he 
suffers sleepless nights.  

He states that his conscience stings him like a scorpion “O, full of scorpions 
is my mind, dear wife.” 3 

3.2.4 What does Macbeth mean when he says “Things bad begun make strong 
themselves by ill”? 

Macbeth means that bad deeds force him to commit more bad deeds. Killing 
Duncan is not the end of his evil. His paranoia gets the better of him and he 
sends murderers to kill Banquo.  2 

 
Act 3 Scene 3 
 
3.3.1 Provide evidence that shows Macbeth is unravelling.  

Macbeth becomes more suspicious. He has sent a third murderer to spy on 
the other 2 murderers and to ensure that they are getting the job done.  2 

3.3.2 What is the significance of Fleance escaping? 

He can still fulfil the witches’ prophecy; Banquo’s descendants will become 
king.  2 

 
Act 3 Scene 4 
 
3.4.1 “Thou canst not say I did it; never shake thy gory locks at me.” What does Macbeth’s 

first words to Banquo’s ghost reveal about his state of mind? 

These lines suggest he is guilt ridden and fears Banquo. His state of mind is 
frantic and fragile.  2 



 
 

3.4.2 How does Lady Macbeth respond to Macbeth’s hallucination? 

Lady Macbeth takes control of the situation. She tells the guests not to worry, 
that Macbeth often gets like this, and has had these fits since he was a child.  

Lady Macbeth accuses Macbeth of cowardice and tells him that he is seeing 
things.  She employs the same tactics of questioning his manhood as she did 
in Act 1. 2 

3.4.3 Explain what is meant by “It will have blood. They say blood will have blood.” 

One violent action will often cause another. “Blood will have blood” comes 
from a phrase meaning that a murder will avenge another murder. Macbeth 
knows that he will have to suffer for his murders. Macbeth recognizes that just 
as he murdered people to gain power, others on a quest for power may murder 
him to gain what he has. 

Extra quote info -  "I am in blood / Stepped in so far that" Macbeth means that 
he has already spilled so much blood (Duncan, Banquo) that it's "too late to 
turn back now." 

2 

3.4.4 Disorder is evident in this scene. Critically discuss how the theme of order vs chaos 
is depicted in this scene. 

The guests do not follow a specific routine: guests are invited to find their own 
seats and Macbeth does not take his place at the head of the table. As king, 
Macbeth is supposed to make a toast to welcome his guests; he does not do 
this, Lady Macbeth has to remind him. The ghost disrupts order at the 
banquet; Macbeth’s behaviour is unnatural as the guests cannot see the 
ghost. When the guests leave, Lady Macbeth states this does not have to be 
done in order of superiority or rank. 

By the time Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are ready to go to bed, it is nearly 
morning. Lady Macbeth states “you lack the season of all natures sleep” 
pointing out that he hasn’t yet slept and needs to.  Macbeth’s reply “Come 
we’ll to sleep” suggests Lady Macbeth has not been sleeping much either.   8 

 
Act 3 Scene 5 
 
3.5.1 What is the purpose of this scene? 

This scene allows for a break from Macbeth and his woes. It also provides a 
link between the first part of the play (where Macbeth meets with the witches) 
and the true consequences of their initial meeting. Finally, the introduction of 
Hecate, the goddess of witchcraft and magic and adds to the drama. Her 
presence is an indication of worse things to come 

 2 

Act 3 Scene 6 
 
3.6.1 What insight does Lennox provide about Macbeth? 2 

https://www.enotes.com/topics/macbeth?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fact-3-scene-5-how-scene-enhance-play-362072%23answer-778166&en_category=internal_campaign
https://www.enotes.com/topics/macbeth/characters/macbeth-character-analysis?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fact-3-scene-5-how-scene-enhance-play-362072%23answer-778166&en_category=internal_campaign
https://www.enotes.com/topics/macbeth/characters/witches-character-analysis?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fact-3-scene-5-how-scene-enhance-play-362072%23answer-778166&en_category=internal_campaign
https://www.enotes.com/topics/macbeth/characters/Minor-characters?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fact-3-scene-5-how-scene-enhance-play-362072%23answer-778166&en_category=internal_campaign#characters-minor-characters-hecate-character-analysis


 
 

Lennox points out that it is strange that death should fall upon the two people 
who were close to Macbeth. He also says that it is ‘convenient’ that Macbeth 
killed the only witnesses.  

3.6.2 Comment on Malcom and Macduff’s plan and the impact this will have on Scotland. 

After his father’s death, Malcom takes refuge in England. Macduff has gone to 
England to speak to Malcom and ask King Edward for help in ridding Scotland 
of the tyrant Macbeth. Macbeth has heard about this and is furious; he is 
preparing for war. A civil war (a war between organized groups within the 
same state or country) will have a negative impact on Scotland as Macbeth 
does not care about anyone but himself and chaos will be rife. If however, 
Malcom sits on the thrown, order will be restored and Scotland will return to 
its former glory.  4 

 
 
 
Act 4 Scene 1 
 
4.1.1 Explain the significance of the witches referring to Macbeth as “something wicked”. 

Macbeth’s evil is confirmed when they say “something wicked this way 
comes”. The witches refer to Macbeth as a thing instead of a person. The once 
noble warrior is now subhuman, defined by his evil. It also shows the witches 
have no respect for Macbeth.   2 

4.1.2 In your own words, describe each of the three apparitions and what they symbolise. 

The first apparition is of a helmeted head (like Macbeth's) ; the apparition 
advises him to be aware of Macduff. 
Symbolises - his fate and usurpation (abduction/seizing) of the throne (he has 
no moral right to the throne). 
 
The second apparition is of a blood stained child who advises him to be bold 
and not blood thirsty. It informs him that no man born of woman can harm 
him.  
Symbolises- Macduff being untimely ripped from his mother’s womb. 
 
The third apparition is of a child with a crown on his head and a tree in his 
hand. It advises him not to avoid confrontation and informs him that he will 
not be defeated until Birnam wood comes to his home, Dusinane.  
Symbolise- The English and Scottish forces camouflaged with branches from 
trees (of Birnam wood) who will defeat Macbeth. 
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4.1.3 Explain why these apparitions are an example of equivocation.  

The apparitions provide a false sense of security for Macbeth. He believes that 
every man is born from a woman and the idea of trees, pulling their roots out 
of the ground and marching forward seems bizarre and unrealistic to him; he 
therefore believes that defeat is impossible.  3 

4.1.4 “...damned all those who trust them”. Discuss the irony in Macbeth’s words.  2 



 
 

The irony is that Macbeth does trust them and once again, places his trust in 
him. He is most certainly damned.  

4.1.5 Explain how the once “infirm of purpose” has changed. 

When Lady Macbeth refers to Macbeth as “infirm of purpose” she is 
commenting on his cowardice and inability to follow through with evil. This 
has changed: Macbeth no longer hesitates in doing evil. He plans to kill 
Macduff, his wife and offspring.  2 

 
Act 4 Scene 2 
 
4.2.1 Contrast Lady Macduff and Lady Macbeth’s characters. 

Lady Macduff shows herself to be a strong, intelligent woman. She shows 
courage and dignity in the defiance of her murderers. Her goodness and love 
for her son is contrasted to Lady Macbeth’s lack of compassion and motherly 
qualities. The audience is reminded of her comment that she would bash out 
her baby’s brains if she had promised to do so in Act 2.    3 

4.2.2 By making close reference to Lady Macduff’s murder, explore the deterioration of 
Macbeth’s character.  

Macbeth is no longer motivated by honour, but fear and evil; he follows is 
ambition more than his conscience. Anyone who threatens his crown, must be 
killed. Anger and paranoia drive him to order the deaths of the Macduff family.  3 

Act 4 Scene 3 
 
4.3.1 Why is Malcom hesitant to trust Macduff? 

Malcom doesn’t know who he can trust as he has been betrayed before. He is 
hesitant as Macduff may be a spy, sent to trick Malcom into returning to 
Scotland so that Macbeth can kill him. He is suspicious of Macduff because he 
left his wife and child in an unprotected state. 3 

4.3.2 Explain the pun in Ross’ line: “They were well at peace when I did leave them.” 

This is dramatic irony. The reader understands that when Ross says they are 
at peace, he means they are dead and no longer troubled by the problems in 
the world; MacDuff, however, would understand peace to mean safety 2 

4.3.3 Examine Macduff’s reaction to the news of his family’s murder. 

Macduff expresses deep pathos (despair/sorrow) at the news. This is shown 
by the simplicity of his question “and my children too?” His anguish and 
disbelief is further shown by the broken questions he asks.  2 

 
Act 5 Scene 1 
 
5.1.1 What, according to the gentlewoman, does Lady Macbeth do while sleepwalking? 2 

https://www.enotes.com/topics/literary-terms/complete-index/irony?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fact-4-scene-3-why-does-ross-lie-mcduff-saying-57481%23answer-68571&en_category=internal_campaign
https://www.enotes.com/topics/macbeth/characters/macduff-character-analysis?en_action=hh_answer_body_click&en_label=%2Fhomework-help%2Fact-4-scene-3-why-does-ross-lie-mcduff-saying-57481%23answer-68571&en_category=internal_campaign


 
 

Lady Macbeth rises from her bed, puts on her nightgown and unlocks her 
closet.  She then takes out a piece of paper, folds it and writes on it. After this, 
she returns to bed.   

5.1.2 What does Lady Macbeth’s actions reveal about her mental and emotional state? 

Lady Macbeth’s mental state is fragile. She starts to hallucinate and become 
paranoid. Emotionally, she unstable and consumed by guilt. This is seen 
through her sleepwalking and hallucinations.   3 

5.1.3 “Why it stood by her. She has light by her continually, tis her command.” Considering 
the play as a whole, critically discuss light vs dark imagery presented in this quote. 

At this stage in the play, Lady Macbeth as light with her all the time. She is 
terrified of the darkness as it brings back the weight of the guilt she bears. 
This is quite a chance from the start of the play when she called on the forces 
of darkness to aid her in her deeds and later to hide her deeds.  3 

5.1.4 Why does Lady Macbeth continuously rub her hands? 

It is the memory of Duncan’s blood on her hands; she is trying to wash the 
blood off her hands.  1 

5.1.5 After Duncan’s death, Lady Macbeth said “a little water clears us of this deed.” Now 
she says “what, will these hands never be clean.” Explore the parallels between 
these images and discuss how Lady Macbeth has changed.  

Blood symbolism provides insight into how Lady Macbeth’s attitude towards 
murder changes. Initially, she is a beguiling instigator of murder; this is seen 
by her nonchalant attitude towards blood at the start of the play. She tells 
Macbeth “My hands are of your colour/To wear a heart so white” (II.ii.24) This 
means that she is ashamed by his cowardice and his inability to face what he 
has done. “A little water clears us of this deed” shows how she effortlessly 
washes off the blood, disregarding the guilt.   
Lady Macbeth’s second reaction to blood, however, exhibits shock. Blood  
symbolises the guilt she feels, and eventually (like Macbeth at the start of the  
play) she wants to remove it from her hands. She envisions a spot of blood on  
her hands and perpetually tries to wash it off. “Out, damned spot! Out, I say!”  
(V.1.72) . The stigma of guilt, however, cannot be removed, which reveals  
Lady Macbeth’s haunting, incurable guilt over the murders during Macbeth’s  
reign. By the end of the play, however, she shares Macbeth’s initial sense that  
Duncan’s murder has irreparably (permanently)stained them with blood. 
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5.1.6 After Duncan’s death, Macbeth said “Will great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood 
clean from my hands? (II.ii.63-64) In act 3 he states “I am blood stepped so far that 
should I wade more?”  Explore the parallels between these images and discuss how 
Macbeth has changed. 

“Will great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood clean from my hands?”.(II.ii.63-
64). The enormity of Macbeth’s crime has awakened in him a powerful sense of 
guilt that hounds him throughout the play. Blood, specifically Duncan’s blood, 
serves as the symbol of that guilt, and Macbeth’s sense that “all great 
Neptune’s ocean” cannot cleanse him. He also states that there is enough 
blood on his hands to turn the entire sea red. 
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“I am in blood / Step't in so far that, should I wade no more, / Returning were 
as tedious as go o'er” (IIIiv 48).  In this metaphor, comparing guilt to a pool or 
marshland, Macbeth says that he has waded so far into this pool that it would 
be as difficult to turn back as it would be to continue “go o’er”.  This metaphor 
elucidates (clarifies/explains) Macbeth’s “no turning back now” attitude 
towards murder and evil.  Macbeth seems to feel that he is already so guilty 
that he might as well accept it.  The blood metaphor reveals a fundamental 
attitude change in Macbeth.  He goes from remorseful guilt to dry acceptance. 
 

Act 5 Scene 2 
 
5.2.1 Describe this scene. 

Scottish lords, who are loyal to Malcom, are waiting for the arrival of the 
English forces. Their ultimate intention is to join and support Malcom and to 
destroy Macbeth. Macbeth has fortified himself in the castle of Dunsinane 
awaiting attack. 3 

5.2.2 What is meant by “Those he commands move only in command, not in love”.  

It suggests that his followers do not follow him because of respect; they  
follow him because they have to. They want to join and support Malcom  
to destroy Macbeth. 
 1 

Act 5 Scene 3 
 
5.3.1 Explain what Macbeth is relying on in his first speech. 

He is relying on the witches’ prophecy: he states he has nothing to fear until 
the forest of Birnam moves towards Dunsinane-which he believes will never 
happen. He also doesn’t fear McDuff as he knows he is born of a woman.  2 

5.2.2 With reference to the text, discuss Macbeth’s attitude in this scene. 

Macbeth is a bit frantic yet confident that the witches’ final prophecy will be 
true and he will be ok.  Later on, he is somewhat depressed because he 
realises how empty his life is.  
 3 

Act 5 Scene 4 
 
5.4.1 How does Malcom’s instruction to his men reflect the witches’ prophecy? 

Malcom instructs each soldier to cut down a branch of Birnam wood and 
advance to Dunsinane, carrying the branch in front of him. This will disguise 
the size of the army. It shows that the witches’ prophecy has come true: 
Birnam wood is coming to Dunsinane.   

 3 

Act 5 Scene 5 
 
5.5.1 Account for Macbeth’s state of mind in lines 1-7.  3 



 
 

Macbeth is unfazed by the soldiers advancing to the castle; his speech is 
warlike and defiant. He instructs his soldiers to bring out the banners and 
believes that “our castle’s strength will laugh a siege to scorn.” He still has a 
false sense of confidence in the witches’ prophecy and believes he is 
untouchable. 

5.5.2 Why has Macbeth “almost forgotten the taste of fears”? 

Macbeth has become hardened and insensitive to feelings/ emotions that he is 
no longer capable of feeling anything. He states that he no longer experience 
fear; he used to be afraid of silly noises, but now feels nothing.   2 

5.5.3 Comment on Macbeth’s response to his wife’s death. 

Macbeth is indifferent to his wife’s death. “She should have died hereafter” He  
states that Lady Macbeth died at an inconvenient time. This shows how  
his once overwhelming love for his wife, has diminished.  
    

3 

5.5.4 Considering the play as a whole, how do lines 12-18 reflect the beginning of 
Macbeth’s enlightenment? 

In his soliloquy, Macbeth refers to the drastic change that has taken place in 
his character. He states that he is no longer capable of feeling anything; he 
has been exposed to so much horror, and committed so many crimes, that 
nothing can frighten him anymore. “I have suppe’d full with horrors”. This is 
different to the man we are introduced to at the start of the play: he was a 
good and honourable. He used to be frightened of silly noises (as seen by the 
noises he hears when he murders Duncan) but now feels nothing.   3 

5.5.5 Consider lines18- 28.  

5.5.5a Quote and explain a line which shows that Macbeth views his existence to be 
meaningless. 

“Tomorrow and tomorrow, and tomorrow.” The repetition suggests the 
exhaustion of a man for whom the passing of time has become a slow and 
tedious experience.  
 

2 

5.5.5b Comment on the effectiveness of the metaphor in “a poor player..”  

A metaphor is used comparing life to an actor who worries about his hour on 
stage but is never heard of again. This is effective as it emphasises Macbeth’s 
feelings towards life. 3 

5.5.5c Discuss how the use of imagery reflects Macbeth’s tone.  

 “Tomorrow and tomorrow...” Imagery in these lines show how dreary life has  
become for Macbeth. His life is now devoid of love and beauty and he feels its  
desolation. All his dreams of what becoming king would mean, have amounted  
to nothing.  
 
Creeps in this….to dusty death” shows that time creeps by slowly, each day 
taking us closer to our deaths. He views human experience as brief and 
meaningless, describing the nature of life as fragile (ref to candle).  

“Life’s but a walking shadow….is heard no more.” Macbeth speaks directly of 
“life,” dismissing it as a walking shadow–an insecure nothing, a minor actor 

3 



 
 

who overacts his way through the play but is not memorable, and exits never 
to be heard from again. (metaphor) 

This shows his tone is one of hopelessness. 
 

5.5.6 At this point in the play, Macbeth is nihilistic. Explain what is meant by this. 

Nihilistic means to be negative or pessimistic, to believe that life is 
meaningless. Having attained the throne through murder, he finds himself a 
despised tyrant, alone in his castle; his wife has committed suicide, his friends 
have abandoned him, and he realises his own end is drawing near. (Note that 
this is short-lived) 3 

5.5.7 Explore Macbeth’s decision regarding what to do when he hears that Birnam wood is 
coming to Dunsinane. 

Macbeth’s initial response is one of fury; it turns to bitter acceptance when he 
realises that he has been fooled by the witches. Despite his feelings of 
hopelessness, he remains determined to fight. This is seen when he says 
“Blow wind, come wrack! At least we’ll die with harnesses on our backs” 3 

 
 
Act 5 Scene 6 
 
5.6.1 What is the effect of a very short scene, like this one, at this stage of the play? 

A short scene like this, near the end of the play, provides contrasting views 
between the events that happen inside Dunsinane and outside the castle. This 
aids in creating tension; it also highlights the contrast between Macbeth’s 
desperation and Malcom’s calmness. 3 

 
Act 5 Scene 7 
 
5.7.1 Comment on Macbeth’s opening lines “They have tied me to a stake…am I to fear, 

or none” 
 
He realises he has nowhere to go- he must stay and fight. He still clings to the 
one remaining prophecy and states he will fear no man that is ‘born of 
woman’. 
 3 

5.7.2 What, according to Siward and Malcom, has made their task of defeating Dunsinane 
so easy? Quote to support your answer. 
 
“strike beside us” shows that Macbeth’s soldiers deliberately missed striking 
them with their swords. Many of Macbeth’s soldiers have left his army to join 
theirs. “…the tyrants people on both sides do fight” 2 

 
Act 5 Scene 8 
 
5.8.1 Discuss why Macbeth says his soul is “too much charged with blood of thine.” 

 
Macbeth is happy to fight Macduff so he can kill of the last of the Macduff clan. 
 2 

5.8.2 Macbeth realises he has been betrayed by the witches. Find and comment on the 
text that indicate this.  
 3 



 
 

"Be these juggling fiends no more believed / That palter with us in a double 
sense.” Macbeth states that the witches fooled him by telling him obscure 
truths that have double meaning. They made him think he was invincible, but 
in reality, they were telling him who would be the reason for his demise 
 

5.8.3 Identify the character trait that remains with Macbeth until the end.  
 
Macbeth’s determination to take as many with him as he can before he dies, 
reveals his thirst for blood. 1 

 
 
Act 5 Scene 9 
 
5.9.1 Explain Siward’s reaction to the death of his son. 

 
He consoles himself with the fact that his son was wounded in the front  
of his body, proving that he died an honourable death. 
 2 

5.9.2 Is order restored at the end of the play? Reference the text to support your answer. 
 
Order is restored.  Malcolm is hailed as the rightful king of Scotland and has 
avenged his father’s death. He plans to recall all those who were exiled/ fled 
Macbeth’s tyranny; he also plans to reward those who were faithful to him by 
making them earls and finally plans to do everything in his power to restore 
Scotland to the country it once was. Any relevant quote.  
 3 

5.9.3 Malcom refers to the Macbeths as “this dead butcher and his fiend-like queen”. In a 
mini essay, discuss the validity of this statement.  15 

Macbeth 
Focus needs to be on “butcher”. 

- Learners must compare Macbeth’s characteristics at the beginning of the play to what 
he is like at the end. 

-  At the beginning he is seen as brave and noble, as he is loyal to his king and country 
and protects them against the Norwegians in battle and he is rewarded for that. He is 
even described as a “peerless kinsman”. 

 
- Although the idea of murdering the king occurs to him, he is not the one who makes 

the decision to act on it. 
- He only decides to kill the king when his wife humiliates him and calls him a coward 

and when she is too weak to kill the king herself. 
- He is horrified and remorseful immediately after killing Duncan. 
- From this point onwards he makes his own decisions, e.g. to kill Banquo because he 

sees him as a threat. This is not because Banquo knows anything, but because he 
reacts to Lady Macduff and her children without provocation. This is certainly the 
actions of a 
butcher, although he does not do the actual killing. 

- Towards the end of the play he seems to care only about fighting off the enemy 
and taking revenge. He does not even care when he kills young Siward, who is 
hardly more than a boy. 

 
Lady Macbeth: 

- A fiend is a devil/ someone evil. She certainly shows at the beginning of the play that is 
fiend-like because she calls on evil spirits to fill her and take away everything that is 
womanly and gentle. 

- She is, however, not as evil and tough as she wants to be, as she has to take a drink 
to give her courage before Duncan’s murder and she cannot go through with it 
because Duncan reminds her of her father. 

- She appears to be really hard after Duncan’s death, as she feels no remorse about 
smearing Duncan’s blood on the two servants/guards and she shames her husband 



 
 

into action. 
- She faints/pretends to faint when Duncan’s body is discovered. This may prove her 

weakness or her deviousness. 
- By the middle of the play she is feeling the effects of a guilty conscience. 
- In Act V she shows the extent of her guilt and remorse when she sleepwalks. 
- Before her death she is a pathetic figure rather than a devil. 

 
 
 

Test 1  
 
Text A 

ACT 1, SCENE 5. Inverness. Macbeth’s castle. 
Enter LADY MACBETH, reading a letter 
 
LADY MACBETH 

This have I thought good to deliver 
thee, my dearest partner of greatness, that thou 
mightst not lose the dues of rejoicing, by being 
ignorant of what greatness is promised thee. Lay it 
to thy heart, and farewell.’     5 
Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be 
What thou art promised: yet do I fear thy nature; 
It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way: thou wouldst be great; 
Art not without ambition, but without   10 
The illness should attend it: what thou wouldst highly, 
That wouldst thou holily; wouldst not play false, 
And yet wouldst wrongly win: thou’ldst have, great Glamis, 
That which cries ‘Thus thou must do, if thou have it; 
And that which rather thou dost fear to do   15 
Than wishest should be undone.’ Hie thee hither, 
That I may pour my spirits in thine ear; 
And chastise with the valour of my tongue 
All that impedes thee from the golden round, 
Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem   20 
To have thee crown’d withal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Text B 
 

LADY MACBETH 

 
The raven himself is hoarse 
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,  25 
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full 
Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood; 
Stop up the access and passage to remorse, 
That no compunctious visitings of nature 
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between  30 
The effect and it! Come to my woman’s breasts, 
And take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers, 
Wherever in your sightless substances 
You wait on nature’s mischief! Come, thick night, 
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,  35 
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes, 
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark, 
To cry ‘Hold, hold!’ 

 

Enter MACBETH 

Great Glamis! worthy Cawdor! 
Greater than both, by the all-hail hereafter! 
Thy letters have transported me beyond  40 
This ignorant present, and I feel now 
The future in the instant. 

MACBETH 

My dearest love, 
Duncan comes here to-night. 

LADY MACBETH 

And when goes hence? 

MACBETH 

To-morrow, as he purposes.    45 

LADY MACBETH 

O, never 
Shall sun that morrow see! 



 
 

Your face, my thane, is as a book where men 
May read strange matters 

 
 Text A 

 
 

1 From whom is the letter? 
 
 

1 

2 Sum up in detail what news has been imparted to Lady Macbeth. 
 
 

3 

3 Explore what is revealed about Lady Macbeth and Macbeth’s relationship in 
this text. Quote to support your answer. 
  

3 
 

4 Account for Lady Macbeth’s comment: “Yet do I fear your nature”. Substantiate 
your answer. 
 
 

2 

5 Rewrite lines 18 and 19 in your own words. 
 
 

2 

  
Text B 
 

 

6 Comment on how the symbol of the raven contributes to the mood of the play. 
 
 

2 

7 Explain why Lady Macbeth refers to Duncan’s entrance as fateful. 
 
 

2 

8 Identify and explain the figure of speech found in lines 48-49. 
 
 

2 

9 Critically evaluate the character of Lady Macbeth in this excerpt. 
 
  

4 

10 With specific reference to the text, analyse the theme that is reflected here. 
Refer to another scene from act 1 where this theme is evident. 
 
 

4 

 
 


