
Dear Grade 12s 
 
At this stage the English department is rather anxious about starting to teach you so that you 
are in no way disadvantaged. We have come to the realisation that simply uploading notes is 
great to consolidate existing knowledge but has no value in introducing new content. We are 
also concerned that some of you are not using the notes in the manner it is required. 
Therefore we will be changing strategy for next week to see how we can assist you. From 
next Tuesday, your grade 12 English teacher will be communicating with you directly. To 
ensure the process moves smoothly, you must belong to the WhatsApp chat group which 
will be solely for the purpose of teaching and learning English. Some groups are already 
active and we have been receiving speeches via this channel. 
 

1. At this stage you should have read The Picture of Dorian Gray and followed the 
audio book. On Tuesday, 14 April, your English teacher will be using WhatsApp to 
facilitate a more interactive lesson – this may vary slightly from one teacher to 
another teacher. 
 

2. The teacher will structure the lesson in a similar manner in which teaching  takes 
place in a classroom. This may take the form of an audio recording, notes with 
instructions or even a video clip. Each teacher will choose a style which will ensure 
that the learner is gaining maximum benefit.  
 

o For example turn to page 6 of the novel. The setting is in Basil’s studio. The 
characters involved in this chapter are Lord Henry, Basil and Dorian Gray. 
Refer to paragraph 2 which begins with ‘From the corner …’ – note the 
opulence of the setting which reflects the status quo of the characters. Basil is 
an artist while Lord Henry is an aristocrat (the word will be explained to you).  

 
3. The above is an example of what to expect during the course of the lesson. You will 

have to imagine your teacher is in front of you addressing you directly. It is 
suggested that as you listen/read/view this content, you jot down any questions you 
may have. Your teacher will then provide you with a day and time slot in which you 
may send through your questions to clarify anything you may not have understood. 
 

4. For next week the following should be completed by the teachers (14/04 – 18/04): 
o Introductory lesson to the novel – setting and background to Victorian Era 
o Plot and (characters and themes – an overview of these aspects) 
o Chapter 1 (if time runs out this will be completed in the following week) 

 
5. We require that you are prepared for the lesson. Ensure that you read chapters 1 

and 2 again so that you are familiar with the content.  
 

6. Sometimes a teacher might change some of the content being taught for that week 
but she will notify you in order for you to be prepared.  

 
This is a learning curve for our teachers too. Please bear with us and together we will 
achieve great things! 
 
 


