
Grade 10 English – week 4 part 1 

Dear grade 10 Parents/Guardians and learners 

In this document you will find the last 2 acts of the Romeo and Juliet revision. This work should be 
completed by the end of the day on Wednesday.  

We will then be getting started with work from Term 2 that will be posted as “part 2”.  

Please note: 

Some teachers have opted to create WhatsApp groups for their classes to provide additional 
support. Please note that this is entirely up to the teacher. Remember that some teachers have 
family responsibilities during this time.  

If you have any queries on the work posted over the last 3 weeks or this week, please feel free to 
email Mrs Clack at nclack@northcliffhigh.co.za 

There are 7 scenes in this document that have questions. Here is an outline for how you should work 
through them. Remember to read through all the summaries. These will be useful notes to keep. 

Monday: Act 4 scene 1, 2 and 5 

Tuesday: Act 5 scene 1, 2 and 3 

Wednesday: Mark all completed questions 

Sending lots of love as always, 

Your grade 10 teachers.  
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Act 4, Scene 1  

 Friar Lawrences’s plan to help Juliet  

Setting: Friar Lawrence’s cell 
What happens?  

• Paris is at the Friar’s cell to arrange his marriage to Juliet. He explains that Lord Capulet wants the 
wedding on Thursday to stop Juliet grieving so much for her cousin Tybalt.  

• Juliet arrives and speaks with Paris, who then leaves.  

• She tells the Friar that, if he cannot help her to prevent the marriage to Paris, she will kill herself.  

• The Friar suggests a plan. He will give Juliet some medicine that will make her sleep, but she will 
look as though she is dead. Juliet will be taken to the Capulet tomb. The Friar will send a letter to 
Romeo to explain the plan. Romeo will come to the tomb and take Juliet to Mantua.  

• Juliet agrees to the plan. She takes the vial (small bottle) of medicine. She is to drink it the next 
night (Wednesday night) when she is alone, in bed. No one, not even the Nurse, must know about 
the plan. 

Act 4 scene 1 questions 
Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[Paris, Juliet and Friar Lawrence in Friar Lawrence’s cell.] 



PARIS 
Thy face is mine, and thou hast slander’d it. 
JULIET 
It may be so, for it is not mine own.                      
Are you at leisure, holy father, now; 
Or shall I come to you at evening mass? 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
My leisure serves me, pensive daughter, now. 
My lord, we must entreat the time alone.                     
PARIS 
God shield I should disturb devotion! 
Juliet, on Thursday early will I rouse ye:                     
Till then, adieu; and keep this holy kiss. 
Exit 
JULIET 
O shut the door! and when thou hast done so, 
Come weep with me; past hope, past cure, past help! 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Ah, Juliet, I already know thy grief; 
It strains me past the compass of my wits: 
I hear thou must, and nothing may prorogue it, 
On Thursday next be married to this county.                      
JULIET 
Tell me not, Friar, that thou hear’st of this, 
Unless thou tell me how I may prevent it: 
If, in thy wisdom, thou canst give no help, 
Do thou but call my resolution wise,                                  
And with this knife I’ll help it presently. 
God join’d my heart and Romeo’s, thou our hands; 
And ere this hand, by thee to Romeo seal’d, 
Shall be the label to another deed, 
Or my true heart with treacherous revolt 
Turn to another, this shall slay them both: 
Therefore, out of thy long-experienced time, 
Give me some present counsel, or, behold, 
’Twixt my extremes and me this bloody knife 
Shall play the umpire, arbitrating that 
Which the commission of thy years and 
art Could to no issue of true honour 
bring. Be not so long to speak; I long to 
die, 
If what thou speak’st speak not of remedy. 
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FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Hold, daughter: I do spy a kind of hope, 
Which craves as desperate an execution. 
As that is desperate which we would prevent. 
If, rather than to marry County Paris, 
Thou hast the strength of will to slay thyself, 
Then is it likely thou wilt undertake 
A thing like death to chide away this shame, 
That copest with death himself to scape from 
it: 
And, if thou darest, I’ll give thee remedy. 
JULIET 
O, bid me leap, rather than marry Paris, 
From off the battlements of yonder tower; 
Or walk in thievish ways; or bid me lurk 
Where serpents are; chain me with roaring bears; 
Or shut me nightly in a charnel-house, 
O’er-cover’d quite with dead men’s rattling bones, 
With reeky shanks and yellow chapless skulls; 
Or bid me go into a new-made grave 
And hide me with a dead man in his shroud; 
Things that, to hear them told, have made me tremble;  
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1. Who is “this County” referred to by Friar Lawrence in line 15? 

A Verona 
B Italy 
C Paris 
D Mantua                   (2) 

2. When Juliet answers: “It may be so, for it is not mine own” (line 2), she means 
A that her face but not her heart belongs to Paris. 
B she has lost face with Romeo, so it does not matter. 
C she belongs Romeo, so her face belongs to him. 
D she looks like her mother, so her face is not hers.       (2) 

3. Why does Paris refer to “Thursday” (line 8)? 
A He will be her partner at the formal dance. 
B They are to be married on that Thursday. 
C He has promised to visit her on that day. 
D They go to the Friar’s cell on Thursdays.          (2) 

4. When Friar Lawrence says, “My lord, we must entreat the time alone” (line 6), he 
A tells Paris that he will hear his confession later. 
B informs Paris that he will seal the bond later. 
C asks Paris to leave as he wishes to pray in private. 
D asks for time to speak to Juliet privately.         (2) 

 

5. Why does Juliet not want to marry Paris? 



A She has promised to marry Romeo. 
B She has already married Romeo. 
C Paris does not love her at all. 
D She has sworn never to get married.           (2) 

6. What has Paris come to discuss with Friar Lawrence?        (1) 
 

7 a)  Where is Romeo?                (1)   
b)  Why is he there? State two reasons.           (2) 

8. What would Juliet do rather than betray Romeo (lines 24 – 25)?     (2) 
9. Why does Juliet think that Friar Lawrence will be able to advise her wisely?      (4) 
10. The Friar promises to give Juliet a remedy.  
Using this as your starting point explain: 

a) what she has to do on the night before the wedding, that is, on the Wednesday evening.(2) 
b) what effect the potion which she has to drink will have on her appearance.       (4) 
c) what Paris will discover when he tries to wakes her on Thursday morning.         (2)   
d)  for how long she will appear to be dead.        (1) 
11. Use the following words as a starting point and say what Juliet would rather suffer than be 
married to Paris. 

“O bid me leap, rather than marry Paris, 
From the battlements of yonder tower”.         (6) 
                               [35] 

Act 4, Scene 2  
f Juliet pretends to agree to marry Paris 

f Setting: Capulet’s mansion 

What happens? 
• The Capulets prepare for the wedding. 

• Juliet returns home and explains that she has visited Friar Lawrence. She pretends to 
apologise to her father for refusing to marry Paris. 

• Lord Capulet says he will have the wedding the following morning – on Wednesday, not 
Thursday.  

• Juliet goes with the nurse to get her outfit ready for the wedding. 

• Lady Capulet is worried that they will not be ready for the wedding the next day. 

• Lord Capulet says that he will help. 

Act 4, scene 2 

 Act 4 scene 2 
Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 



[Juliet returns to the Capulet house after visiting Friar Lawrence.] 

CAPULET 
How now, my headstrong! Where have you been gadding?             
JULIET 
Where I have learn’d me to repent the sin 
Of disobedient opposition 
To you and your behests, and am enjoin’d 
By holy Lawrence to fall prostrate here,   
  And beg your pardon: pardon, I beseech you! 
Henceforward I am ever ruled by you. 
CAPULET 
Send for the county; go tell him of this: 
I’ll have this knot knit up to-morrow morning.  

5 

 
1. What does Capulet mean by “headstrong” (line 1)?    (1) 
2. How does Juliet’s present behaviour differ from that in Act 3,   

 Scene 5?                (2) 
3. Suggest TWO reasons why you think Capulet decided to   

 advance the wedding date.           (2) 
4. What is ironic about Capulet’s appraisal of Friar Lawrence?   (2) 
5. Write down TWO one word characteristics of Lord Capulet once   

 again evident in the above extract.         (2) 

Act 4, Scene 3  
f Juliet takes the potion f Setting: 
Juliet’s bedroom 

What happens? 
• Juliet tells her Nurse that she wants to be alone that night, because she wants to pray 
and ask forgiveness for her sins. 

• Lady Capulet asks if she needs her help, but Juliet says no and suggests the nurse help 
her mother with the wedding preparations. 

• Juliet speaks to herself. She is afraid of taking the potion/medicine. She finally takes it, 
thinking of Romeo. 

Act 4, Scene 4  
f The Capulets prepare for the wedding 

f Setting: Capulet’s mansion 

What happens? 
• It is Wednesday morning. The Capulets are preparing for the wedding. Servants rush in and out. 



• Lord Capulet tells the Nurse to wake Juliet, because Paris is coming. 
• This scene is short and the purpose is to ease the tension and remind us of the wedding to Paris 
 

Act 4, Scene 5  
f Juliet’s parents think she is dead 

f Setting: Wednesday morning, Juliet’s bedroom 

What happens? 
• The Nurse cannot wake Juliet, and she thinks she is dead. 

• The Nurse calls Lady Capulet and Lord Capulet. They are very upset. 

• Friar Lawrence and Paris arrive at the house with musicians, ready to 
take Juliet to church for her wedding. 

• Lord Capulet tells them that Juliet is dead. They are all upset. Only Friar 
Lawrence is calm because he knows that Juliet is only in a deep sleep. 

• The wedding musicians speak about how they now no longer have an 
opportunity to play their instruments at the wedding. They discuss what 
funeral music they should play. 

Act 4 scene 5 questions 
Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[In Juliet’s chamber as she lies asleep as if dead.] 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Peace, ho, for shame! confusion’s cure lives not 
In these confusions. Heaven and yourself 
Had part in this fair maid; now heaven hath 
all, And all the better is it for the maid: 
Your part in her you could not keep from death, 
But heaven keeps his part in eternal life. 
The most you sought was her promotion; 
For ‘twas your heaven she should be 
advanced: And weep ye now, seeing she is 
advanced Above the clouds, as high as heaven 
itself? 
O, in this love, you love your child so ill, 
That you run mad, seeing that she is well: 
She’s not well married that lives married long; 
But she’s best married that dies married 
young. 
Dry up your tears, and stick your 
rosemary On this fair corse; and, as the 
custom is, In all her best array bear her 
to church: 
For though fond nature bids us all lament,                       
Yet nature’s tears are reason’s merriment. 
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CAPULET 
All things that we ordained festival, 
Turn from their office to black funeral; 
Our instruments to melancholy bells, 
Our wedding cheer to a sad burial feast, 
Our solemn hymns to sullen dirges change, 
Our bridal flowers serve for a buried corse, 
And all things change them to the contrary. 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Sir, go you in; and, madam, go with 
him; And go, Sir Paris; every one 
prepare To follow this fair corse unto 
her grave: 
The heavens do lour upon you for some ill;                        
Move them no more by crossing their high will.  
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Questions 
1. Friar Lawrence offers comfort in lines 18 – 19 (“For though … reason’s merriment”). Rewrite these 

lines in your own words.           (4) 
2. Capulet then becomes his practical self again and takes control of the funeral arrangements. The 

wedding preparations turn into those for a funeral. Fill in the missing words in the sentence below: 
  The formal wedding hymns are to turn into 2a)____ and the  flowers of the bride used to decorate 

Juliet’s 2b)____.             (2) 
3. Friar Lawrence offers advice in lines 30 – 31 (“The heavens …  high will”). Rewrite these lines in your 

own words.               (4) 
4. Discuss your opinion of the Capulets as parents.          (4) 
5. From your knowledge of the play as a whole, discuss Juliet’s character.           (3) 
6. Explain how the Capulets and Montagues are reconciled at the end of the play.       (3) 

                              [20] 
 

Act 5, Scene 1  
f Romeo thinks that Juliet is dead 

f Setting: A street in Mantua 

What happens? 
• Romeo tells us of a dream he has had in which Juliet found him dead and brought him back to life 

with a kiss. Romeo woke up thinking that he would get some good news. 

• Balthasar, Romeo’s servant, comes from Verona to bring the news that Juliet is dead. He does not 
bring the letters from the Friar that Romeo was hoping for.  

• Romeo is distraught and wants to go to Verona immediately. Balthasar suggests he waits until he 
calms down. Something bad may happen if he rushes in such a wild state. But Romeo orders him to 
prepare the horses so he can leave that night.  

• Romeo decides to go to Juliet’s tomb and kill himself there – so they can be together in death.  

• Romeo goes to an apothecary (chemist) to buy some poison. 



Act 5 scene 1 questions – read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.  

APOTHECARY 
Who calls so loud? 
ROMEO 
Come hither, man. I see that thou art poor: 
Hold, there is forty ducats: let me have 
A dram of poison, such soon-speeding gear 
As will disperse itself through all the veins 
That the life-weary taker may fall dead 
And that the trunk may be discharged of breath               
As violently as hasty powder fired 
Doth hurry from the fatal cannon’s womb.                    
APOTHECARY 
Such mortal drugs I have; but Mantua’s law                 
Is death to any he that utters them. 
ROMEO 
Art thou so bare and full of wretchedness, 
And fear’st to die? Famine is in thy cheeks, 
Need and oppression starveth in thine eyes, 
Contempt and beggary hangs upon thy back; 
The world is not thy friend nor the world’s law; 
The world affords no law to make thee rich; 
Then be not poor, but break it, and take this. 
APOTHECARY 
My poverty, but not my will, consents. 
ROMEO 
I pay thy poverty, and not thy will. 
APOTHECARY 
Put this in any liquid thing you will, 
And drink it off; and, if you had the strength 
Of twenty men, it would dispatch you 
straight. 
ROMEO 
There is thy gold – worse poison to men’s souls,             
Doing more murders in this loathsome world, 
Than these poor compounds that thou mayst not sell. 
I sell thee poison; thou hast sold me none. 
Farewell: buy food, and get thyself in flesh. 
Come, cordial and not poison, go with me 
To Juliet’s grave; for there must I use thee.  
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Questions 
1. Romeo is in Mantua, but it is not his hometown. What is his hometown?        (1) 
2. Choose the correct answer to complete the following sentence:  While in Mantua, Romeo is visited by 

A  Friar John. 
B Benvolio. 
C Balthasar. 
D Sampson.                   (1) 



3. Romeo is visiting the apothecary because a very important letter from Friar Lawrence has not reached 
him. Give THREE  reasons why the letter has been delayed.          (3) 

4. Refer to lines 7 – 8 – (“the trunk may … hasty powder fired”). 
a) Which figure of speech is used here?             (1) 
b) According to these lines, which TWO qualities does Romeo expect from the poison?       (2) 

5. Refer to lines 10 – 11 (“But Mantua’s law … that utters them”). What is “Mantua’s law” regarding the 
sale of poison?              (1) 

6. Is the following statement True or False? Quote ONE line from the extract to support your answer: 
Romeo feels that gold is more harmful than poison.      (2) 

7. Using your own words, explain how Romeo convinces the apothecary to sell him the poison.     (2) 
8. Do you think that Romeo is admirable, even though he is not perfect? Discuss your view.    (2) 
9. If you were Romeo, discuss TWO things you would do differently to avoid the tragic ending of this 

play.                (2) 
10. Following on his decision to commit suicide, Romeo reveals a new side to his character in his behaviour 

towards the apothecary, Balthasar, his own parents and Paris. Give FOUR examples of Romeo’s 
interactions with these people to illustrate this change.             (4) 
                               [21] 

Act 5, Scene 2  
f Friar John tells Friar Lawrence that he did not deliver 
the message to Romeo f Setting: Friar Lawrence’s cell 

What happens? 
• Friar John comes to Friar Lawrence who asks for news from Romeo. 

• Friar John explains that he could not go to Mantua to deliver the letter to Romeo. He went to ask 
another Friar to travel with him to Mantua. He found him in a house caring for people who were 
sick. Others thought they had the plague and sealed the doors to stop anyone leaving the house 
and spreading the infection. 

• Friar Lawrence tells Friar John to fetch a crowbar so that he can open Juliet’s tomb. 

• He rushes off to the tomb because he knows that Juliet will wake up within three hours. 

• He plans to take Juliet to his cell where she can wait for Romeo. He will write another letter to 
Romeo to tell him the new plan. 

Act 5 scene 2 questions 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[In Friar Lawrence’s cell] 



FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Who bare my letter, then, to Romeo? 
FRIAR JOHN 
I could not send it,—here it is again,— 
Nor get a messenger to bring it thee, 
So fearful were they of infection. 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Unhappy fortune! by my brotherhood, 
The letter was not nice but full of charge 
Of dear import, and the neglecting it 
May do much danger. Friar John, go hence; 
Get me an iron crow, and bring it straight 
Unto my cell. 
FRIAR JOHN 
Brother, I’ll go and bring it thee. 
Exit 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Now must I to the monument alone; 
Within three hours will fair Juliet wake: 
She will beshrew me much that Romeo 
Hath had no notice of these accidents; 
But I will write again to Mantua, 
And keep her at my cell till Romeo come; 
Poor living corse, closed in a dead man’s 
tomb!  
To Juliet’s grave; for there must I use thee.  
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Questions 
1. In the above extract Friar Lawrence learns from Friar John that he couldn’t deliver the letter 

to Romeo. Briefly explain how destiny or fate once again interfered in the delivery of the 
letter  to Romeo.                  (2) 

2. What does Friar Lawrence then tell Friar John about the nature  of the letter?  (2) 
3. What is Friar Lawrence’s next step?           (3) 
                     [7] 

Act 5, Scene 3  
f Romeo and Juliet die, and their families are reconciled 

f Setting: Churchyard and Capulet family tomb in Verona 

A scene in three parts 
’This is the last scene in the play. It is very long, so this study guide divides it into three parts:  
1. Paris and Romeo at Juliet’s tomb  
2. Friar Lawrence arrives at the tomb. Juliet’s death 
3. The arrival of Romeo and Juliet’s parents with the Prince 



Act 5, Scene 3: Part 1  
f Paris and Romeo at Juliet’s tomb 

What happens? 
• Paris comes to put flowers on Juliet’s grave. His Page keeps watch nearby. 

• Romeo and Balthasar arrive with tools to open the grave. 

• Romeo gives Balthasar a letter to deliver to Lord Montague in the morning.  

• He tells Balthasar that he wants to recover a ring from Juliet’s finger. 

• Romeo tells Balthasar to go and not to return. But Balthasar is worried and hides nearby. 

• Romeo breaks open the tomb. 

• Paris recognises Romeo as the man who killed Tybalt. Paris thinks that Juliet died from grief at 
Tybalt’s death. He thinks Romeo has come to damage the Capulet bodies in the tomb. 

• Paris tells Romeo to stop and come with him. He will probably take him to the Prince, whose orders 
Romeo has disobeyed. 

• Romeo does not want to fight Paris. He tells him to leave. 

• Paris refuses to go and they fight. Paris’s Page is worried about the fight and goes to tell the 
watchmen. 

• Paris dies, asking to be laid with Juliet in her tomb.  

• Romeo recognises Paris as a relative of Mercutio. He remembers that his servant told him Paris 
was to marry Juliet. 

• Romeo lays Paris in the tomb. 

• Romeo drinks the poison and dies. 

Questions on act 5 scene 3 part 1 
1. Whom does Romeo visit before coming to the Capulets’ tomb? Why does he do so?    (2) 
2. Refer to lines 2 – 3 (“So shalt thou … farewell, good fellow”).   
Explain why Romeo pays Balthasar to go away.             (2) 
3. Refer to lines 4 – 5 (“For all this … intents I doubt”). Explain what these lines reveal about 

Balthasar’s feelings towards Romeo.                (2) 
4. Refer to lines 6 – 9 (“Thou detestable maw … with more food”). 
 a)  Identify the figure of speech used in line 6 (“Thou detestable maw, thou womb of death”).   (1)  
b) Explain what Romeo means in these lines.          (2) 
5. What eventually happens to Paris?            (1) 
6. State briefly who Paris is and what he is doing in the churchyard.          (2) 
7. Paris calls Romeo a “condemned villain”. Why does he call Romeo this?        (3) 
8. In what other more serious ways would you regard Romeo as “condemned”?      (2) 
9. Where and when does this incident take place?          (2) 
10. In line 11 Paris speaks of “my love’s cousin”. To whom is he referring?         (1) 
11. Why, according to Paris, did Juliet “die”?             (2) 



12. When Paris sees Romeo, what does he think Romeo is doing there?        (2) 
13. Explain why Paris says: “I do apprehend thee / Obey, and go  with me …” (lines 17 – 18).   (2) 
14. Quote a phrase that proves that Romeo doesn’t recognise Paris.          (1) 
15. Why does Romeo say he is “armed against” himself? (line 26)      (2) 
16. What is the tragic result of this incident? Base your answer on line 31 (“Wilt thou provoke … at 

thee, boy!”).              (2) 
                               [31] 

Act 5, Scene 3: Part 2  
f Friar Lawrence arrives at the tomb 

f Juliets’ death 

What happens? 
• Friar Lawrence meets Balthasar who tells him that Romeo is at the tomb. The Friar carries a 

lantern, crowbar and a spade to the tomb. 

• Friar Lawrence sees the blood from the fight at the entrance to the tomb, then sees the dead bodies 
of Romeo and Paris. 

• Juliet awakens. She sees the Friar and asks where Romeo is. 

• Friar Lawrence hears the watchmen coming. He tells Juliet to come with him. He says both Romeo 
and Paris are dead. He will take her to a convent. 

• Juliet tells Friar Lawrence to leave. She will stay. 

• Juliet tries to find some of the poison in Romeo’s cup and on his lips but there is none. 

• She hears the watchmen arriving, and quickly kills herself with Romeo’s dagger. 

Act 5 scene 3 part 2 
Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[Friar Lawrence has come to the Capulet’s tomb to rescue Juliet.] 



FRIAR LAWRENCE 
Romeo! 
Advances 
Alack, alack, what blood is this, which stains                  
The stony entrance of this sepulchre? 
What mean these masterless and gory swords 
To lie discolour’d by this place of peace? 
Enters the tomb 
Romeo! O, pale! Who else? What, Paris too?                 
And steep’d in blood? Ah, what an unkind hour 
Is guilty of this lamentable chance! 
The lady stirs. 
JULIET wakes 
JULIET 
O comfortable friar! where is my lord? 
I do remember well where I should be, 
And there I am. Where is my Romeo?                         
Noise within 
FRIAR LAWRENCE 
I hear some noise. Lady, come from that nest             
Of death, contagion, and unnatural sleep: 
A greater power than we can contradict                       
Hath thwarted our intents. Come, come away. 
Thy husband in thy bosom there lies dead;                   
And Paris too. Come, I’ll dispose of thee 
Among a sisterhood of holy nuns: 
Stay not to question, for the watch is coming;               
Come, go, good Juliet, I dare no longer stay. 
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Questions 
1. Refer to lines 6 – 7 (“What, Paris, too … steeped in blood?”). 
a) Why did Juliet’s father want her to marry Paris?         (2) 
b) Discuss the events that lead to the death of Paris.         (2) 
2. Refer to lines 13 - 21 (“I hear some … no longer stay.”). 

Discuss Friar Lawrence’s fears at this point in the play.        (3) 
3. Refer to lines 15 – 16 (“A greater power … thwarted our  intents.”). 
a) Explain what Friar Lawrence means by, “A greater power”.       (2) 
b) Do you agree that it is “a greater power” that has altered their plans? Give reasons for your 

answer.               (3) 
4. Refer to lines 16 – 20 (“Come, come away … watch is  coming.”). In your view, are Friar 

Lawrence’s suggestions in  these lines wise? Why?             (2) 
 
 



Act 5, Scene 3: Part 3  
f The arrival of Romeo’s father and Juliet’s parents with 

the Prince 

What happens? 
• Paris’s Page arrives with the watchmen. They see the blood on the ground and search the churchyard. 
• They find the bodies of Paris, Romeo and Juliet. 
• Watchmen go to tell the Prince, Capulets and Montagues. 
• Some watchmen find Balthasar in the churchyard. Another watchman has found Friar Lawrence. 

They are both suspects, as they have tools with which to open a tomb, and are told to wait for the 
Prince. 

• The Prince arrives, followed by Lord and Lady Capulet.  
• Juliet’s parents ask what has happened. Lady Capulet has heard people running in the streets towards 

the churchyard, some crying “Romeo”, others “Juliet”. 
• Lord Montague arrives. He says that his wife died that night because of grief over her son’s exile. 
• The Prince orders the tomb to be closed until he finds out what happened. He asks three people to 

tell their story:  
1. Friar Lawrence;  
2. Balthasar; and  
3. Paris’s Page. 
1. Friar Lawrence admits to being partly responsible for the deaths. The truth is finally told. The Friar 

explains that:  
• He married Romeo and Juliet in secret and, on the same day, Romeo killed Tybalt and was banished.  
• Juliet grieved for Romeo, not Tybalt. She was told to marry Paris and so went to the Friar for help. 

She threatened to kill herself if he could not help.  
• He gave Juliet a sleeping potion, but Romeo did not get his letter explaining the plan. 
• He came to the churchyard to rescue Juliet from the tomb and take her to his cell. But when he arrived 

he saw Paris and Romeo dead. Juliet woke and he tried to comfort her. He heard a noise and in fear 
left the tomb; Juliet would not go with him. 

• The Friar says the nurse can confirm that the marriage took place. If he is found to be at fault he is 
prepared to be punished for it. 
2. Balthasar tells his story: 

• He told Romeo that Juliet was dead. Romeo hurried to the tomb and told Balthasar to leave him there.  
• Balthasar gave the Prince the letter Romeo had written to his father. He had told Balthasar to give it 

to Lord Montague. 
3. The Page explains why Paris had come to the tomb: 

• The Page says Paris had come to put flowers on Juliet’s grave. Paris told him to keep watch 
nearby.  

• Paris drew his sword against Romeo and the Page ran away to get help. 
• The Prince reads Romeo’s letter. It shows that what Friar Lawrence has said is true. Romeo 

had also written about getting the poison from the apothecary and his intention to die in 
the tomb with Juliet. 

• The Prince then speaks to Lord Capulet and Lord Montague, and blames their feud for all 
the trouble. He also blames himself for not being firmer with them. 

• Capulet and Montague shake hands, both in grief for their loss.  



• The Prince speaks of the sad peace that has come that morning. 

 

Act 5 scene 3 part 3 
Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 
[The scene at the tomb following the deaths of Paris, Romeo and Juliet.] 

 

SECOND WATCHMAN 
Here’s Romeo’s man; we found him in the churchyard.              
FIRST WATCHMAN 
Hold him in safety, till the prince come hither. 
Re-enter others of the Watch, with FRIAR LAWRENCE 
THIRD WATCHMAN 
Here is a friar, that trembles, sighs and weeps:                 
We took this mattock and this spade from him, As 
he was coming from this churchyard side. 
FIRST WATCHMAN 
A great suspicion: stay the friar too. 
Enter the PRINCE and Attendants 
PRINCE 
What misadventure is so early up, 
That calls our person from our morning’s rest? 
Enter CAPULET, LADY CAPULET, and others 
CAPULET 
What should it be, that they so shriek abroad?                
LADY CAPULET 
The people in the street cry Romeo, 
Some Juliet, and some Paris; and all run, 
With open outcry toward our monument. 
PRINCE 
What fear is this which startles in our ears? 
FIRST WATCHMAN 
Sovereign, here lies the County Paris slain;            
And Romeo dead; and Juliet, dead before, 
Warm and new kill’d. 
PRINCE 
Search, seek, and know how this foul murder comes.    
FIRST WATCHMAN 
Here is a friar, and slaughter’d Romeo’s man; 
With instruments upon them, fit to open                  
These dead men’s tombs. 
CAPULET 
O heavens! O wife, look how our daughter bleeds! 
This dagger hath mista’en—for, lo, his house 
Is empty on the back of Montague,— 
And it mis-sheathed in my daughter’s bosom! 
LADY CAPULET 
O me! this sight of death is as a bell, 
That warns my old age to a sepulchre. 
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Questions 
1. Refer to line 1 (“Here’s Romeo’s man”). 
a) Who is Romeo’s man?                (1) 
b) How has he disobeyed Romeo’s orders?           (2) 

c) Give the reason for his disobedience.            (1) 
2. Refer to line 3 (“… a friar that trembles, sighs and weeps”). 
a) Explain why Friar Lawrence is in this state. Give TWO reasons.           (2) 
b) Explain how the Friar’s behaviour earlier in the play is different from his behaviour here. State TWO 

points.              (2)  
  

c) c)  Do you feel sorry for Friar Lawrence? Discuss your view.       (3) 
3. Is the following statement TRUE or FALSE? Give a reason for your answer. 
  Lines 14 – 15 mean that Juliet died before Paris and Romeo.      (2) 
4. Write down ONE word to describe the mood in the tomb at this stage.        (1) 
                              [14] 

 



This page contains the answers to act 4 and 5 questions. These should only be 
opened once you have first attempted all the answers for yourself.  

Answers to Act 4 scene 1 

1. C  2. C  3. D  4. D  5. B  

6. Paris has come to discuss the wedding arrangements.  

7 a)  In Mantua3  b)  He killed Tybalt and was banished by Prince Escalus.  

8. Juliet would rather kill herself than betray Romeo.  

9. Friar Lawrence married her and Romeo in secret. The Friar knows them well and they trust 
him.The Friar is a wise, spiritual teacher.   

10. a)  She has to go to bed alone (not with the Nurse as usual) because she has to drink the potion.  
b)  She will have no pulse. She will be cold and she won’t breathe. Her cheeks and lips will become 
pale. Her eyes will be shut.  c)  Paris will discover that she is dead.  d)  She will appear dead for 42 
hours.  

11. Juliet would rather jump from the top of any tower; walk in the places of thieves; hide where 
snakes are; be tied to vicious bears; hide herself in a vault amongst dead bodies; and hide herself 
with a fresh corpse.           [35] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Act 4 scene 2 

1. Stubborn/disobedient.  
2. In Act 3, Scene 5 Juliet was disobedient and refused 

to marry Paris.  Now she is obedient and is willing 
to marry Paris.  

3. He is afraid Juliet will change her mind.  He is eager 
to show off his wealth and hospitality. He acts 
impulsively –  as usual.  

4. Capulet says all should be thankful towards Friar 
Lawrence for everything he does (including 
‘convincing’ Juliet to marry Paris). This is ironic 
because the Friar is actually helping Juliet to betray 
her parents.  

5. Impulsive / domineering / practical / autocratic /  
self-centred.  

   [9] 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Act 5 scene 1 
1. Verona  2. C   

3. Friar Lawrence asked Friar John to accompany him to Mantua to deliver the letter to Romeo. But 
Friar John was visiting plague-infested people and all the doors were sealed off. Nobody wanted to 
risk being infected by the letter. The wedding was put forward from Thursday to Wednesday. There 
was not enough time for the letter to reach Romeo.  

 4 a) Metaphor b) Romeo expects the poison to work fast and stop his breathing.  

5. If you sell poison, you get the death sentence.   

6. True. Line 24 – “There is thy gold – worse poison to men’s souls”.   

7. He convinces the poor apothecary that the law hasn’t helped him, so why obey it? Romeo also says 
that the gold he offers the apothecary has done more harm than poison.  

 8. Yes, I admire his courage and determination to carry out his plan. OR No, throughout the play he 
acts without thinking properly and makes many mistakes that hurt other people.  

9. I would first go to Friar Lawrence for advice. I would inform my parents of my problem or tell them 
I am married to our enemy’s daughter.  

10. Romeo has matured and thinks logically. He reasons with the apothecary; he instructs Balthasar 
clearly on what to do; he writes his father a suicide letter and he warns Paris to leave him alone. 

Answers to Act 4 scene 5 
1. Our nature tells us to cry when somebody has died, but actually 

our intelligence should tell us to be happy because  

 

2  
  
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

that person is in heaven. 
 a) sullen dirges 
b) corpse  
Do not anger the heavens (or fate)  anymore by going against 
their powerful wishes. 
They provide financial security, but emotionally they are not 
close to Juliet. This does not make them bad parents since this 
was the way children were raised in those days. They do care and 
love Juliet in their own way. 
Juliet’s character changes through the play. At the beginning she 
was vulnerable, innocent and dependent. Later on she became 
strong, independent and brave.   
Both households have lost a child as a result of their feud.  
They make peace and decide to build golden statues of both 
Romeo and Juliet. 
 (20) 

 

 

   



Answers to Act 5 scene 2 

1. Friar Lawrence asked Friar John to accompany him to Mantua to 
deliver the letter to Romeo. But Friar John was visiting plague-

infested people and all the doors were sealed off.3 Nobody 

wanted to risk being infected by the letter.3  

2. The letter was not pleasant, but very important.3 Not delivering 

it could result in terrible consequences.3  
3. He will go to the Capulet tomb and be at Juliet’s side when she 

wakes up.3 Then he plans to take her to his cell and look after 

her there until Romeo arrives.33  

(2) 

(2) 

(3) 
[7] 

 

Answers to Act 5 scene 3 part 1 

1. Romeo visits a poor apothecary in Mantua to buy poison. 
2. He is afraid Balthasar will try and stop him from killing himself. 

3. Balthasar cares a lot about Romeo and sees Romeo looks reckless. He is suspicious of Romeo’s 
plans. 
4. a) Personification  
b)  Romeo sees the tomb as a monster with a huge appetite, hungry for more bodies to devour.  
5. Paris doesn’t want to leave Romeo alone and Romeo kills him.3   
6. Paris was supposed to get married to Juliet on the Wednesday she was found “dead”. He is also a 
relative of Prince Escalus. He went to the churchyard to cry over Juliet’s dead body and to put down 
flowers and perfumed water.  
7. “Condemned villain” means convicted criminal. Prince Escalus had already found Romeo guilty of 
murdering Tybalt and banished him to Mantua. Paris holds Romeo responsible for Juliet’s death too, as 
he believes she died of grief over Tybalt’s death. 
8. Romeo is a victim of fate – fate treats him badly. In the end he’ll have to pay with his life.   
9. The incident takes place at the Capulet tomb when Romeo has just arrived from Mantua to drink 

poison next to Juliet’s “dead” body.   

10. Tybalt   
11. Paris thinks Juliet dies of grief over her cousin, Tybalt.  
12. He thinks Romeo wants to avenge the death of Mercutio by harming the Capulet bodies in the tomb.  
13. He wants to arrest Romeo and give him over to the authorities. 
14. “Good gentle youth” (line 20) OR“I beseech thee, youth” (line 22).   
15. He is armed with poison to commit suicide and has a dagger. 
16. Paris doesn’t want to leave Romeo alone and calls him a criminal. Romeo kills Paris. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Activity 25 

1. A )Balthasar 
B) Romeo asked him to leave, and even paid him to go.  
C) He was worried about Romeo and suspicious of his intentions. 

2. A) He knows he will be in trouble. He can even be arrested for helping Romeo and Juliet to 
betray everybody.  
B) Earlier Friar Lawrence was always in control and had a plan. Now he is nervous and has no 

plan. 
3. Yes, I feel sorry for him. He only wanted to help the young lovers and eventually end the feud. 

OR 

No, I don’t feel sorry for him. His plans constantly fail and the fact that he kept them secret from 
the parents’ of the lovers means that he lied to them. He should have been honest with them.  

4. False. Juliet is still warm and this proves she died 
recently. 

5. Confused OR Grieving 
 

 

Answers to Act 5 scene 3 part 2 

1  a)  Paris is very wealthy and related to the Prince.3 Capulet 
believes marriage to Paris will stop Juliet from grieving over  

 

  

2.  

3  

  

  
  

 

4.  

  

Tybalt’s death. 
b)  When Paris finds Romeo at the Capulet’s tomb, Paris tries to 
arrest him. They fight and Romeo kills Paris.   
The Friar is afraid that he will be in serious trouble with both 
families and the Prince when his role in Romeo’s death is 
uncovered. He will find it difficult to explain why Juliet is still 
alive, and how the potion was used to prevent Juliet’s marriage 
to Paris. He is afraid of what Juliet might do if she remains in 
the tomb where Romeo’s body now lies.  
a) He means that fate, destiny or God has played a role in 
the letter not reaching Romeo in time. 
b) Yes. The reason the letter does not reach Romeo in time 
is because of the plague. None of the characters could have 
controlled this. It is therefore destiny or God that prevents the 
letter from reaching Romeo in time, and results in the tragic 
deaths.  
OR 

No. It is Romeo’s hasty decision to commit suicide, so one cannot 
blame anyone else or any other force.   
Yes. He does not want their plot to be exposed as it could 
endanger both Juliet and himself. 
OR 

No. He has just informed Juliet that Romeo is dead and should 
not expect her to leave immediately. 

 



 

 

 

Grade 10 English 

Textual editing  
             

Week of 20 April 2020      2 x 20/30 min lessons   
Thursday 23 April & Friday 24 April 

Set by Mrs H. Kibble – hkibble@northcliffhigh.co.za  

             

Lesson outcome:  
This lesson will teach you the most common language errors we make when writing 
and how to fix these mistakes. This lesson will also teach you the correct terminology 
of these errors- which you are expected to know.  

Read through these notes to gain an understanding of the content. Then rewrite the 
notes into your workbooks. You need to be able to identify each error as well as be 
able to correct the error. Do the questions that follow.  

This entire worksheet can be done over two lessons.  

             

Textual editing- lesson 1 
The ability to change text by correcting language, adding, deleting and rearranging 
letters, words, sentences and paragraphs. 

 

Misrelated Participle  

Usually found at the beginning of the sentence  

This happens when the subject does not agree with the participle (and the subject 
must agree with the participle) because the participle is not correctly attached or 
related to the subject    

To fix this: REPHRASE 

 

E.g. While walking down the stairs, the clock struck twelve.  

(The participle and the subject are unclear)  

The clock struck twelve, while I was walking down the stairs   

mailto:hkibble@northcliffhigh.co.za


Dangling Preposition  

Refers to prepositions that do not form a complete prepositional phrase. 

The function of a preposition is the RELATION of two words or phrases; by that logic 
you can never end a sentence with a preposition because then it’s not showing the 
relation of two things.   

NEVER end a sentence with a preposition 

To fix this: REPHRASE 

E.g. I will jump in.  

I will jump into the pool. 

  

E.g. Who are you going to the movies with?            

With whom are you going to the movie? 

 

Comma Splice  

A comma splice occurs when a writer has connected two main clauses with only a 
comma – no conjunction  

NEVER use a comma between two complete sentences. If you can replace the 
comma with "and" or a full stop, you have made this error. Use a semi-colon instead.  

** Remember: Commas are used as parenthesis, not as conjunctions.  

To fix this error: (do one of the following) 

1. Add a coordinating conjunction  

2. Change the comma to a semicolon  

3. Change the comma to a full stop. 

 

E.g. Steve practiced his soccer, he wasn’t very good.            

       Steve practiced his soccer. He wasn’t very good.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Ambiguity  

This is when something is open to more than one interpretation or has an accidental 
double meaning.  

To fix: REPHRASE (add a noun, proper noun or pronoun) 

E.g. Sarah told Sam that her father was sick.          (Which girl's father is sick) 

Sarah told Sam, that Sarah’s father was sick.                  

E.g. I like him better than you.            

I like him better than you do  OR I like him better than I like you 

 

Split Infinitive  

**Remember: an infinitive is a verb with "to" before it.  

E.g. I like to run. 

      to sing 

      to play 

NEVER split an infinitive with an adjective.  

To fix: Put the adjective at the after the whole infinitive. 

E.g. I like to beautifully sing.  

I like to sing beautifully.  

 

Concord Verb agreement.  

Concord mean harmony. This is the name given to language rule where all parts of a 
sentence must agree. (be in harmony)  

All verbs must match the original subject. If the subject is singular the verb must also 
be singular and the same for plural subjects, the verb therefore must be plural.  

Look out for collective nouns and plural subjects. Collective nouns are seen as a 
singular because they are seen as one-unit. A group of girls is the same as a 
collective noun. 

The following pronouns take singular form: 

Each, everybody, someone, nothing, none, anyone, every, everyone, 
somebody, nobody, no one, anybody 

Generally, a verb ending in "s" is singular.  



Singular  Plural 

Is Are 

Was  Were 

Has Have 

 

To fix: Change the verb to agree with the subject  

 

E.g. The boys is sitting on the bench.      

The boys are sitting on the bench.            

The gang are sitting on the bench.            

The gang of boys are sitting on the bench        or The gang is sitting on the bench  

 

Tautology  

This is the repetition of words which mean similar things and are not necessary 
within the same sentence.  

It can also be the use of redundant (unimportant/unnecessary) information in a 
sentence. 

To fix: remove the unnecessary information   

E.g. Without shoes, the boy ran barefoot        (saying the same thing twice) 

Without shoes         Or the boy ran barefoot 

It is 3am in the morning the boat sank down under the water       (unnecessary 
information) 

 

Spelling  

Most common errors:   

There - their  

Where - were  

To - too  

Should of - should have   

Alot - a lot  

Cause - because  

It's - its  



Textual editing- Lesson 2 
 
An easy way to answer a textual editing question in an exam is to break up the 

process into logical steps. This way you can check in order for the error. 

Break it down into steps 

 

Step 1: Go to the start of sentence 
Look for a coordinating conjunction. (beanie/aboy)  

A sentence cannot start with a coordinating conjunction.  

(Recap all coordinating and subordinating conjunctions) 

 

Step 2: Go to end of sentence 
Check for a dangling preposition.  

A sentence cannot end with a preposition (of, with etc.) add a pronoun or noun 

(Recap prepositions) 

 

Step 3-Look for the word "to" in a sentence 
Look for a split infinitive.  

The word “to” cannot be split from the verb with an adverb in between.  

E.g. To gracefully dance should be to dance gracefully.  

(Recap infinitive and verbs) 

 

Step 4: Look at the commas in the sentence.  
Check for a Comma splice.  

A comma separates two main clauses (subject and a finite verb) replace a comma 

with a semi colon or full stop.  

(Recap phrases and clauses and therefore finite verbs and non-finite verbs) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 5- Look at the verbs and subjects  
Check for the concord agreement.  

Singular verb must go with singular subject and plural verbs must go with plural 

subjects. 

 

Singular  Plural 

Is Are 

Was  Were 

Has Have 

 

 

Step 6- Look at the participles (will be looking at verbs in step 5 too)  
Misrelated participle.  

A participle without a subject or auxiliary verb.  

**Remember participle plus aux= FV  

Generally, a sentence starts with participle. Add a subject and/or auxiliary verb  

(Recap verbs)  

 

Step 7- Look for ambiguity,  

A sentence may be confusing because the sentence does not make sense, is too 

vague, not specific or the sentence can have two meanings. 

Add a noun/proper noun or pronoun 

 

Step 8- spelling.  
Look for common spelling errors. 

 

Step 9- Tautology   
Check that information has not been included that isn’t necessary, or that the same 

thing hasn’t been said in two different ways.   

 

 



Textual editing summary page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following are examples of exam questions that test textual editing. 

 

1.  “The earliest known dishwasher was developed 160 years ago. It 
created a revolution, which brought fourth the new sleek digital 
dishwashers. Todays’ dishwasher has impressive functionality, it’s 
streamlined and has sleek lines.  
 

1.1  Identify and correct the spelling error in Paragraph 1.    (1) 

Fourth should be forth. 
1.2  Identify and correct the punctuation error in paragraph 1.    (1) 

Todays’ should be Today’s  
 

2. But when this does not happen - and it is hardly a partisan statement to 
observe that, in the case of global warming, it hasn’t - others must take 
up the responsibility: filmmakers, activists, scientists, even retired 
politicians. That “An Inconvenient Truth” should not have to exist is a 
reason to be grateful and thankful that it does. 
 

2.1. Correct the tautology in the last sentence of the second paragraph. (1) 

Grateful and thankful should be either grateful or thankful, not both  
 

3. "Sadfishing" is a growing "behavioural trend", where people make 
"exaggerated claims about their emotional problems to generate 
sympathy", the heads say. 
And it means those with real problems are often overlooked or even 
bullied. 
Young people are finding sadfishing very "hard to manage", the 
Headmasters' and Headmistresses' Conference says. 
 

3.1.  Identify the error in line 4.        (1)         

A sentence cannot start with a coordinating conjunction. 

 


