
Grade 8 English Resource pack for week of 4 May 

This pack consists of memos for previously completed work, and a new 

lesson about figures of speech. 

Keep reading.   

Stay safe. Stay healthy. 

With love 

All the Grade 8 English teachers at Northcliff High 

Simple, compound, complex sentences. 

Activity Memo 

Please mark in pencil and make the necessary corrections in pencil too. 

Exercise 1 

Underline the conjunctions in the following sentences. Ensure you write 

the sentences into your books. 

1. I made popcorn when we had family movie night. 

2. I started to read my English book because I was bored. 

3. Although we are all apart from our friends, we can call and message 

all the time. 

4. The teachers are missing their students but they probably don’t miss 

the noise. 

5. A good routine is important during lockdown since it keeps us from 

becoming lazy. 

6. We play games and read. 

Exercise 2 

1. Complex Sentence – it has a subordination conjunction “when” joins 

an independent clause and a dependent clause. 

2. Complex sentence - it has a subordination conjunction “because” it 

joins an independent clause and a dependent clause.   



3. Complex Sentence – it has a subordination conjunction “although” 

joins an independent clause and a dependent clause. 

4. Compound sentence - it has a subordination conjunction “but” joins to 

independent clauses together. 

5. Complex Sentence – it has a subordination conjunction “since” joins 

an independent clause and a dependent clause. 

6. (Trick one) Simple Sentence – even though it has a conjunction, it is 

not joining two clauses together. There is only one main idea.  

Exercise 3 

To be peer marked when we are back at school. 

 

SECTION A - COMPREHENSION 

1. To feed√ them healthy vegetables√     (2) 

2. Putting the vegetables√ into the trolley√, and into their food.√ (3) 

3. Hannah Montana/Miley Cyrus√√      (2) 

4.  She sends√ them to get ice-cream√     (2) 

5. It’s easy to disguise the vegetables√, the kids might like it√. (2) 

6. She is hoping the kids will be distracted√ by the TV√ and  

won’t notice√ what they’re eating      (3) 

7. Oldest child – enjoys it√√ 

 Middle child – doesn’t like it√√ 

 Youngest child – eats it √√       (6) 

8. “She stares in horror as if Martians have launched 

 a breeding programme on her plate.” 

8.1 simile √          (1) 



8.2 The bean sprouts look like alien worms√, the food is new to her√, it 

might as well have come from Mars√.     (3) 

9. Informal/colloquial√        (1) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 25 MARKS 

SECTION B – LANGUAGE 

       

1. The – definite article 

Pounces – verb 

Healthy – adjective 

Small – adjective 

Craftily – adverb         (5) 

 

2. Identify the punctuation marks that are in bold and underlined. 

2.1 colon 

2.2 hyphen 

2.3 dash 

2.4 apostrophe 

2.5 Exclamation mark        (5) 

 

3. What is the function of the underlined and bold punctuation marks? 

3.1 colon – introduces a list. 

3.2 hyphen – joins two words to make a compound word 

3.3 dash – separates parts of a sentence 

3.4 apostrophe – shows omission of a letter      



3.5 exclamation mark – shows strong emotion    (5) 

 

4. Change the following sentences into formal English: 

4.1 I am enjoying this. I am not going to look.    (2) 

4.2 This is disgusting! What is it?       (2) 

 

5.1 how to pronounce the word       (2) 

5.2 noun           (1) 

5.3 learner’s own         (2) 

5.4 3           (2) 

5.5 resign          (1) 

           (8 marks)  

6. Write down the subject for each of these sentences: 

6.1 I  

6.2 Implied you 

6.3 Two sets of preteen eyebrows  

           (3 marks) 

 

7. Rearrange these words into alphabetical order: 

 Meal; Mealtime; Spaghetti; Spinach; TV 

           (5 marks) 

 



 

FIGURES OF SPEECH 

LESSON 1 

MARKING MEMO  

 Figures of Speech                                                                                                    20 April 2020  

   

1) Literal Language – Denotative language  

 It is made up of facts and figures.  

 It is factual writing.  

   

 Figurative Language – Connotative language  

 It makes use of comparisons and suggestive ideas.  

   

2) 3 Categories of Figures of Speech  

 2.1 Comparisons  

 2.2 Sound Devices  

 2.3 Contradictions  

   

3) Definitions:  

 Animate: To bring things to life.  

 Inanimate: Something that is not alive. An object. It is an antonym (opposite) to animate.  

   

4) Simile (These are my examples of Simile sentences. I also underlined the word ‘as’ in each sentence.)  

4.1) ‘As’  

 4.1.1 The soap bubble was as light as a feather.  



 

NEW WORK 

 

Lesson 2 and 3 

Date: Week of the 4 May 2020 

Set by Mrs Pereira – MPereira@northcliffhigh.co.za  

Recommended time:  20min on Metaphor 

    20min on Personification 

 

What should you get out of this lesson? 

In this lesson/s we will continue with Figures of Speech and add more tools to your 

toolbox of tools (see what I did there?) 

   

 4.1.2 His eyes were as green as the grass.  

   

 4.1.3 My school bag is as heavy as a bowling ball.  

   

 4.1.4 The light is as bright as the sun.  

   

 4.1.5 My cat is as lazy as a sloth.  

   

   

  1. 

4.2) ‘Like’ (I underlined the word ‘like’ in each sentence.)  

 4.2.1 She dances like a ballerina.  

   

 4.2.2 He cooked like a chef.  

   

 4.2.3 The choir sang like no one could hear them.  

   

 4.2.4 It sunk to the bottom of the pool like a rock.  

   

 4.2.5 She blew out her birthday candles like she was a gale force wind.  

_____ ____________________________________________________________________________ _____ 

   

mailto:MPereira@northcliffhigh.co.za


 

to further assist you in your writings, as  

potential award-winning  

Poets, Authors, Journalist and Playwrights! 

 

 

 

 

  

(Resources used: English Handbook and Study Guide – Beryl Lutrin and Marcelle Pincus) 

 

 

 

  Once again follow these Layout instructions: 

 Date your work against the right-hand margin and in full, not in numbers. 

 Write your heading and any sub-headings against the left-hand margin. 

 Underline your heading. 

 Skip a line after you heading to start your tasks. 

 Number your questions in the left-hand margin. 

 Skip a line after each question. 

 Rule off after each section of work. 

 You can print this work pack out, and work through it on the hard copy, but 

you must complete the ‘To Do’ tasks in your workbook. You are encouraged 

to stick these notes into your workbooks. 

 Stick to the recommended time to complete each lesson  

Remember: Rushing causes crashing! 

 Work neatly… Complete your work in such a way, that you want to open your 

book and study from it… ask yourself: 



 

“What will my teacher say about my work?” 

 

 

Above all, be creative and have fun doing your work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

     

                        

 

                                           … continued 

 

In last week’s lesson we spoke about Figures of Speech being divided into three 

categories: 

1. Comparisons 

2. Sound Devices 



3. Contradictions 

 

We started with the category of  COMPARISONS and this week we will continue. 

Last week you were given your first tool: The SIMILE 

This week you we are going to learn how what and how  

to use METAPHORS and PERSONIFICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

METAPHOR 

 A metaphor is a comparison without the use of ‘as’ or ‘like’. 

 A metaphor refers to one person or object (as) being (like) another. 

 The comparison is implied rather than stated directly. 

 

 

 

 e.g. ‘He is Superman!’  

 

(Both the man and Superman are strong) 

 



 

 

 

 ‘She is the life of the party.’ (She has a lively personality) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘Tinkerbell floated onto Peter’s shoulder.’ (This statement implies that  

      Tinkerbell is light and floated like a bubble onto Peter’s shoulder)  

 

 

 

       

 

 EXTENDED METAPHORS 

 There are other types of Metaphors. For this year’s toolbox we will be adding 

the: ‘Extended Metaphor’. 

 These are recurring metaphors or analogies.  

 They are extended over a passage or  

            throughout a poem. 



e.g. The pen (an inanimate object) in this example is compared to a carnivore 

who eats the student essays and burps up comments written in red pen – this 

looks like a bloodstain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Resources used: ‘How to write a Metaphor – wikiHow) 

 In future lessons, the use and understanding of Extended Metaphors will 

assist you in adding ‘colour’ to your writing. 

 You will also be able to identify these and other Figures of Speech in poetry. 

 

 

    

TO DO: 

 In your workbook, 

☺ Rule off after your last lesson. 

☺ Write down the date. 

☺ Your Heading is Figures of Speech continued. 

☺ Your Sub-heading is Metaphor – Extended Metaphor 

1. In your own words, write a definition for each of the 

following words: 

▪ Recurring 

▪ Analogy 

 

2. Choose ONE of the following pictures as inspiration for 

writing  your own extended metaphor.  

▪ Use yourself as the subject (Your experience in the picture) 



▪ You must write no less than three sentences and no more 

than five. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERSONIFICATION 

 Personification gives ‘human qualities’ to inanimate (go back to your 

definitions from last week, if you can’t remember what this means) objects or 

abstract ideas. 

 Personification and metaphors are similar in that they are both indirect 

comparisons.  

 Personification, is a tool that brings your writing ‘to life’ – See what I did 

there? Personification? Get it? 

 

 e.g. ‘My house has closed all his windows and locked all his doors to keep  

       us jailed inside’. 

       (The house is given human qualities – we referred to it as ‘his’). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘Envy glared at us in all his green fury’. 

       (Envy is given human qualities – we referred to the abstract idea – envy –  

         as a person who is glaring at us). 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

TO DO: 

 Continue with in your workbook, 

☺ Your next Sub-heading is Personification 

3. In your own words, write a definition for each of the 

following concept: 

▪ Abstract Ideas 

 

4. Using the picture of the ‘Creepy House’ below for 

inspiration, write a 10-line Personified paragraph. 

Remember to bring your paragraph to life! 

 

 

 

 


