
History gr 11 –Extension work 

Russia: 

• Mrs Allen’s classes to read “Collectivisation in Agriculture., in your 

notes. (part of Stalin’s economic programme) 

 

•  All classes to read “Political Conflict in the Communist Party, 

1924-1938.” And “The Stalinist Purges, 1934-1938.” 

 

Then answer the questions and go through the memo below: 

 

1. Lenin survived two assassination attempts. The second 

however had a severe effect on his health. In 1922 Lenin 

suffered two strokes.  A third stroke in 1023 ended his political 

career.  

He was very concerned about who is successor would be but 

ultimately he died without a successor being appointed on 21 

January 1924. (5) 

 

2. In 1923 he had a further stroke that made it impossible for him 

to be an effective leader. Those wanting power begin to tussle 

for power. (2) 

 

3. Stalin was General Secretary of the Communist Party. (1) 

 

4. Stalin as General Secretary was in a leadership position. He 

has access to most of the leaders in the Bolshevik party despite 

Lenin’s misgivings (please change mark allocation to 1) 

 

5. Stalin’s main rival was Leon Trotsky. (1) 

 

6. Trotsky was a true Marxist and believed in world revolution. He 

also wanted to ban NEP immediately. Stalin, did not really have 

a strong opinion but believed that the Russian people did not 

want more change. He thus supported those who believed in 

communism in one country and wanted to continue with NEP 

for a while. (6) 

 



7. (a)The man is Leon Trotsky. He supported the left view which 

was that NEP was in contravention of true socialism (due its 

capitalist nature). 

b) NEP in this cartoon is presented as a system that creates 

wealth and class distinction. The people are wealthy, they have 

wealthy clothes and have their ow horse and carriage. (3) 

 

 

8. Zinoviev, Kamenev and Stalin rules Russia as a triumvirate. (3) 

 

9. Trotsky was expelled from the Politburo (the cabinet), he was 

then expelled from the communist party and then he was exiled 

to Siberia. He was then removed from Russia to Turkey. (3) 

 

10. Trotsky travelled a lot through his life but ultimately he died in 

Mexico after being assassinated, on Stalin’s orders, by an 

icepick. (3) 

 

 

1. Stalin at the 1934 conference was challenged by a rising young 

star called Kirov. This was a surprise for Stalin who had 

expected a clear victory. (2) 

 

2. In 1934 Kirov was murdered. This is very opportunistic for Stalin 

as he used this murder to justify his cleansing of the party of 

any potential traitors. It is highly likely that Stalin ordered the 

murder as his actions in the purges attest. (4) 

 

3. Stalin immediately blamed traitors for the murder of Kirov. 98 

members of his party were arrested and many were executed. 

The army was also purged. Over 60% of officers were removed: 

executed or sent to labour camps. (4) 

 


