
GRADE 8 ENGLISH FOR WEEK OF 13 APRIL 

  

In this document you will find the following:  

  

• The memo for the test you practiced last week 

 • A practice comprehension and  language test  

  

 

 

MEMO FOR TEST 

 

Answer the questions, being careful to use your own words. 

1. Give another word for “Looking Glass”.      (1) 

 Mirror           L1 

2. Considering the context of the article, why is the word ‘normal’ in                                               

inverted commas?         (2) 

 What is considered normal in Japan√ would not be considered in                                    

other societies√         L3 

3.1 Why can’t anyone tell if these people are male or female?   (1) 

 Their bodies are completely covered.      L1 

3.2 How would this affect the behaviour of these people?    (1) 

These people would not have to act in either a female or male way. or They 

would be free to do what they want.√     L3 

4. In what way does the adult in paragraph 2 look like a preteen?  (2) 

 Her lips are painted white and she’s covered in stickers   L2 

5. Based on the article would you consider Japan a regimented and organised      

society? Explain your answer.       (3) 



 No. It seems that people are free to express themselves, behave and dress 

themselves how they want.√  If it was strictly regimented the Japanese 

would  be forced to dress and behave√ in way that was prescribed by the 

authorities.√       L4 

6.1 If you were to dress as a ‘Ganguro’, what would you wear?   (3) 

Miniskirts, platform shoes, rows and rows of necklaces and bright clothing, 

glitter, white eye shadow and fake eye-lashes.  (Any 3) L3  

6.2  Do you feel this style of make-up would be appropriate in South Africa? Explain 

why.          (2) 

 No it would not be appropriate. Darkening your face/black-face is racist            

and hurtful.          L5 

7. Why are ‘Yamamba’ and ‘Manba’ compared to pandas?   (3) 

They have white circles around their eyes√ and black eye make-up√ which 

makes them resemble pandas.√     L3 

8. Explain in your own words why followers of the ‘Zentai’ trend dress the way           

they do?          (3) 

 They like to feel free√ from their own physical bodies√ and they like the way 

the fabric feels.√ (Only 1 mark if not in own words)   L2 

9. How do you feel about the ‘Decora’ women making themselves look                       

young?          (3) 

It’s a good thing because the women themselves and society√ like women 

like to look younger than they are.√  This gives them a way to do it. √  

OR 

It is not right for these women to try to look young because they should be 

embracing what they look like√ naturally. Society should not subscribe 

how they look.√  Older women trying to look young looks stupid.√  

        L5 

10. Rewrite ‘pristine porcelain doll’ in your own words.    (2) 

 A perfect√ doll made of china.√       L2 

11. Why would the ‘Visual Kei’ style of dress be appropriate for performers? (2) 



It is very flamboyant.√ The heavy make-up and elaborate hair are 

appropriate for the stage.√       L4 

12. Identify the trends shown in the pictures: 

12.1 Figure 1  Decora L2       (1) 

12.2 Figure 2 Zentai  L2       (1) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 30 MARKS 

 

 

 

SECTION B - LANGUAGE 

2.1 Identify the parts of speech for the following words  

 2.1.1 Strolling (Line 7) (1) 

 Finite verb L1 

 2.1.2 Japan (Line 10) (1) 

 Proper noun L1 

 2.1.3 Their (Line 23) (1) 

 Pronoun L1 

 2.1.4 Bold (Line 29) (1) 

 Adjective L1 

2.2 Give a synonym for the following word  

 Weird (Line1) (1) 

 Peculiar, strange, odd L2 

2.3 Give an antonym for the following word  

 2.3.1 Wild (Line 2) (1) 

 Calm, tame, passive L2 



2.4 Identify the below sentence and give a reason for your answer (2) 

 “Why are her lips painted snow-white and why is her face adorned with 

flower stickers?” 

 

2.5 Identify and explain the underlined punctuation mark found in the below 

sentence: 

L2 

 
A Hello Kitty handbag, hairclips and up to four bows in her hair complete  

the look. 

(2) 

 Comma 

To list information 

 

 

  L2 

PRACTICE TEST FOR WEEK OF 13 APRIL 

 

Read the following passage and then answer the questions that follow: 

NOW FOR THE SPINACH 

Getting kids to eat their veggies is tricky but this crafty mom has a cunning plan. 

It’s in the veggie aisle that my conscience pounces and wrestles me into a 

corner.  I cast about desperately for healthy option.  Then I spot one – bean 

sprouts! Perfect.  They’re packed with vitamins and are small enough to hide 

away in a craftily prepared meal so my eagle-eyed kids won’t notice them. 

Or so I hope. 

But grocery shopping with picky kids can be a minefield.  Challenge No 1: 

getting the hastily selected sprouts into the trolley.  An opportunity presents 

itself when they start arguing about whether Hannah Montana should have 

hung up her wig or kept on going until she needed Botox to nuke her 

wrinkles.  I snatch a pack off the shelf.  Then tucking them behind the 

cornflakes I do my best poker-face, trying not to look guilty. 

Two sets of preteen eyebrows confirm I’m doing a lousy job.  I have to 

resort to playing the go-get-yourself-an-ice-cream card to distract them 

while I whisk the sprouts behind the checkout. 



Back home I stand staring at them.  Now comes the really hard part: trying 

to sneak them into my children’s tummies.  This is going to take every scrap 

of maternal under-handedness I can dredge up. 

First step, choose a meal all my children enjoy eating.  With three sprogs 

this is not as easy as it sounds.  No matter what’s on the plate, two go 

“yum” and the other “yuck”. Bad days are two yucks and on really bad days 

there are no yums at all. 

I settle on stir-fry as my beansprout delivery method.  One teensy-weensy 

problem though is the only way I can get my keds to eat stir-fry is if I leave 

out the veggies. 

I quickly get cooking before I can chicken out.  When dinner is ready to be 

served I switch on the TV and punch the buttons on the remote.  This meal 

will be eaten in front of the telly.  After all, rules are meant to be bent a little 

– when it suits parents. 

We settle down and I hold my breath.  Caught up in the antics of Miley, my 

eldest tucks in first.  Fork into mouth, chew. Swallow. Laugh at the TV. I 

suppress a delighted squeal. 

“Yuck! What’s this?” 

Middle child is not so easily fooled. 

“It’s dinner. Eat it,” I tell her. 

“But there are wiggly bits in it.  They look like worms hatching from eggs.” 

She stares in horror as if Martians have launched a breeding programme on 

her plate.  My youngest watches her sister and does what three-year olds do 

best – copy. 

“Yuck!” 

Two yucks. I sit there feeling defeated. 

But then the weirdest thing happens.  My eldest chips in doing what she 

does best – disagreeing with whatever her sisters say. “I actually like it. I’m 

just not gonna look.” 

Youngest sits looking from one to the other, not sure who to copy.  Finally 

with a shrug, she picks up her spoon and starts eating.  I stare in 



amazement, wondering if aliens have really taken over.  Then with a sigh of 

resignation, Miss I-Don’t-Eat-Worms closes her eyes tight, screws up her 

nose and puts a forkful in her mouth.  She chews gingerly and I wait for her 

to rebel.  But she doesn’t.  The second forkful is less hesitant and soon she’s 

chewing away happily till her plate is empty.  It’s really happened: they’ve 

eaten bean sprouts.  If I’d known it would be that easy I’d have done it ages 

ago. 

As they say, today bean sprouts, tomorrow – the world!  Or rather spinach, 

once I’ve figured out how to disguise it. 

 

1. What is this mother trying to do for her children?  (2) 

2. What are the two challenges that she faces?   (3) 

3. What is the children’s favourite TV show?    (2) 

4.  How does the mother distract her children while she’s 

 putting the bean-sprouts into her trolley?    (2) 

5. Why does she decide to make a stir-fry?    (2) 

6. Why do you think she breaks her rule about eating in  

 Front of the TV?        (3) 

7. How do each of the three children react to the meal?  (6) 

8. “She stares in horror as if Martians have launched 

 a breeding programme on her plate.” 

8.1 Identify the figure of speech used in this sentence.  (1) 

8.2 Why is this description effective?     (3) 

9. What register has the writer used mostly in this passage? (1) 

 TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 25 MARKS 

 

 



SECTION B – LANGUAGE 

1. Identify the parts of speech of the underlined words. 

It’s in the veggie aisle that my conscience pounces and wrestles me into a 

corner.  I cast about desperately for healthy option.  Then I spot one – bean 

sprouts! Perfect.  They’re packed with vitamins and are small enough to hide 

away in a craftily prepared meal so my eagle-eyed kids won’t notice them. 

           (5 marks) 

 

2. Identify the punctuation marks that are in bold and underlined. 

2.1 Challenge No 1: getting the hastily selected sprouts into the trolley. 

2.2 I do my best poker-face. 

2.3 Rules are meant to be bent a little – when it suits parents. 

2.4 It’s dinner. 

2.5 Yuck!         (5 marks) 

 

3. What is the function of the underlined and bold punctuation marks? 

3.1 Challenge No 1: getting the hastily selected sprouts into the trolley. 

3.2 I do my best poker-face. 

3.3 Rules are meant to be bent a little – when it suits parents. 

3.4 It’s dinner. 

3.5 Yuck!         (5 marks) 

 

4. Change the following sentences into formal English: 

4.1 I actually like it. I’m just not gonna look.  (2) 

4.2 Yuck! What’s this?     (2) 

          (4 marks) 



 

5. Study the following dictionary meaning and answer the questions that 

follow. 

Resignation (rezignaeshon) n 1.the act of giving up your job or 

position; the occasion when you do this: a letter of resignation; There 

were calls for her resignation from the board of directors. Further 

resignations are expected. 2. A letter, for example, to your employers, 

to say that you are giving up your job or position: to offer/hand 

in/tender your resignation We haven’t received his resignation yet. 

3. Patient willingness to accept a difficult or unpleasant situation that 

you cannot change: They accepted their defeat with resignation.  

5.1 What does the word in brackets after the headword  

show you?        (2) 

5.2 What part of speech is this word?    (1) 

5.3 Use the first meaning of the word to write your OWN  

sentence with the word “resignation” in it.  (2) 

5.4 In the context of the comprehension which meaning  

(1,2 or 3) is correct?      (2) 

5.5 What is the verb form of resignation?   (1) 

         (8 marks)  

6. Write down the subject for each of these sentences: 

6.1 I cast about desperately for healthy option. 

6.2 Eat it! 

6.3 Two sets of preteen eyebrows confirm I’m doing a lousy job.   

         (3 marks) 

7. Rearrange these words into alphabetical order: 

 Meal; Spinach; TV; Mealtime; Spaghetti 



         (5 marks) 

TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 35 MARKS 

 

 


