
NORTHCLIFF HIGH SCHOOL 

Grade 11 

RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 

 

COVID19 – LOCKDOWN 

Due to the lockdown it is not possible to gather primary data for the project -  

questionnaires/interviews/site visit. You can however set up/create a proposed 

questionnaire and indicate possible interviewees. 

The following sections/number MUST be completed in the meantime: 

1. Hypothesis 

2.  Mapping of study area 

3. Background information 

4. Proposed methodology 

8. Bibliography 

The project/work you are doing now will form the basis and will be part of you Grd 

12 project next year [you will then do no’s 5 – 7] 

DUE DATE: 30 June 

Introduction: 

Research projects are the way in which problems are identified, a scale is allocated, 

new information is discovered and problems are solved.  

TOPIC: 

The interaction between the human environment and the natural environment.  

 

You will need to choose a smaller and more specific subtopic belonging to the 

broader topic above.   

1. Hypothesis 

As Geographers we seek to understand and explain the interactions between humans, 

and between humans and the environment in space and time. This is achieved by 

asking questions or making informed geographical decisions on causes, effects and 

solutions/recommendations. 

 



A hypothesis is a statement regarding the relationship between two or more 

variables. It is a sentence which can predict what the relationship is and the potential 

outcomes of the relationship. A hypothesis must be testable as this is what your 

research project will aim to prove or disprove. Your hypothesis should follow the 

following guidelines and answer the following questions: 

• ONE sentence in length (IT IS NOT A QUESTION!) 

• Should have a specific study area mentioned 

• What are the two variables? 

• What is the relationship? 

• How does the relationship impact the spatial pattern of the area? 

• Is this a problem? 

 

2. Mapping of the Study Area 

You will need to provide a map of your study site i.e. a map of where your research 

will take place. Your map needs to: 

• Have a key, scale and north arrow 

• Be a recent map of the area 

• Show a buffer zone around the area of study (i.e. the region affected by the 

variables) 

• Relevant features (e.g. location of taps or location of parks etc.) 

You may use a google map as the basis of your map, however, you will need to add 

the above features as well as an indication of your study site and relevant features.  

 

3. Background Information 

The background information tells the reader why you have chosen your topic. It also 

provides the reader with relevant information regarding the topic and its location. 

Your background information section should contain the following: 

• Learners need to explain where in South Africa the study area is located. 

(This can be indicated on the map) 

• The exact position of the study site (co-ordinates in degrees, minutes and 

seconds) 

• Relevant information about the area and the variables e.g. climate, 

population, land use, relevant history, relevant statistics etc.  

• Include relevant newspaper, internet and magazine articles that you find in 

this section. 

 

4. Proposed Methodology 

This section proposes how you will try to prove or disprove your statement. You will 

need to write a short paragraph (5-8 lines)  



• explaining which primary and secondary data sources you will use (at least 

3) and why. 

•  Who will you ask questions to and what will you ask? What data will you need 

to gather?  

• Which primary data sources will be used: 

- Questionnaires 

- Interviews 

- Observations (photographs, sketches, measurements) 

• Which secondary data sources will be used: 

- Newspaper articles 

- Government department statistics 

- Books 

- Internet  

 

5. Analysis and synthesis of data 
 

• Collected data should now be used to formulate a discussion around 

the existing geographical problem.  
• At this stage learners should represent some of the information graphically 

where necessary, for example graphs, sketches with tables 

• Graphical information must be analysed during this stage. 
 

6. Recommendations and possible solutions 
 

• Learners should now make recommendations to solve the 

geographical problem in the hypothesis.  
• Learners should be encouraged to present their original and realistic 

opinions as far as they possibly can. 
 

7.  Conclusion – ACCEPT OR REJECT the hypothesis. 
 

• Learners should now make a decision to either ACCEPT 

or REJECT the hypothesis. 
 

• Learner to provide reasons for either ACCEPTING or 

REJECTING the hypothesis. 

 

8. Bibliography 

A bibliography is a list of your sources that you used to complete your research. You 

will need to be able to find these sources again next year so make sure that you 

include: 

- Websites: The name of the article and the whole website address 

- Books: The name of the book and author  

- Newspapers and Magazines: The date or issue, title of the article and the 

author 



Presentation 

Your project will need to be placed in a folder or a plastic portfolio file. Remember 

that you will need to add to your project next year so you need to be able to put new 

information at the back. The project does not need to be typed but must be neat and 

legible. Marks are awarded for presentation so use colour and effort to ensure a 

good mark. Place the cover sheet and rubric at the front of your project.  

Duration of the project: 

You will be allocated a period of a few weeks in which to complete this project. The 

projects will be handed in on the due date specified by your teacher. NO LATE 

PROJECTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. ANY OUTSTANDING PROJECTS WILL RECEIVE 0.  



STEPS 
1 2-3 4-5   

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 1 
Formulation of 
hypothesis/ 
problem 
statement 

Learner has not 
understood the 
formulation of a 
hypothesis/problem 
statement and has 
merely stated a topic. 

-Learner has 
formulated a 
hypothesis/problem 
statement for a 
research topic and is 
specific but not about 
a geography problem 
or impact of problem. 

-Hypothesis/problem 
statement is relevant 
to topic and deals 
with a local 
geographical issue 
-Learner can make 
the link with syllabus 
. 

    

 
1 2-5 5-7 8-10  

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 2 
Background 
information 

Unable to give a 
description or 
background 
information of the 
area being studied 

Some description of 
an area is provided 
with limited 
background and 
information given. 

Relevant description 
of a area of study 
with most of the 
background 
information provided 

Learner has fully 
described the area of 
study and has 
provided the 
appropriate 
background 
information 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1 2-3 4-6 7-8 9-10 

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 3 
Mapping 
 

Irrelevant map 
included with no 
information 
 

Relevant map of an 
area included with 
limited information 
and no legend 

Relevant map of 
research area 
included with 
appropriate legend 
and limited detail. 

Relevant research 
area identified on a 
map with an 
appropriate legend, 
appropriate labels 
and use of scale. 

Accurate map used 
with appropriate 
details showing 
accurate details of 
buffering and 
delineation of 
research areas with 
appropriate 
information including 
a legend and scale. 

  

 
1 2-5 6-8 9-10  

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 4 
Data Collection 

Only one primary or 
one secondary 
source of data used 

Primary and 
secondary sources of 
data collected which 
inadequately informs 
research 
methodology. 

Primary and 
secondary data 
sources that mostly 
enable an 
understanding of the 
research area 
studied 

A variety of primary 
and secondary data 
sources collected 
that accurately 
describes the 
hypothesis. 

  
 

 

 
1-3 4-7 8-11 12-16 17-20 

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 5 
Analysis and 
synthesis of data 

The learner shows 
little understanding of 
the topic and is 
unable to identify, 
interpret or show the 
effects from the 
sources used.  

The learner is able to 
identify some of the 
problems from the 
sources but shows 
limited understanding 
of interpretation and 
effects  

The learner is able to 
identify and interpret 
the sources in most 
cases, but shows 
limited ability to show 
effects  

The learner is able to 
identify the problems 
and interpret all the 
sources and is able 
to show some insight 
into the effects.  

The learner is able to 
identify the problems 
and interpret all the 
sources and is able 
to provide clear 
insight into the 
effects.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1 3-6 7-12 13-15  

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 6 
Recommendatio
ns and solutions 

 

The learner is unable 
to provide relevant 
re4commendations 
and solutions to the 
problem 

The learner could 
only supply some 
recommendations 
and solutions to the 
problem. 

The learner is able to 
provide most of the 
recommendations 
and solutions to the 
problem. 

The learner provides 
clear insight into the 
relevant 
recommendations 
and possible 
solutions to the 
problem. 

  

 

 

 
0 1-5 6-10   

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 7 
Conclusion 

No conclusion 
provided 

Conclusion provided 
but the learner does 
not accept or reject 
the 
hypothesis/problem 
statement 

Conclusion provided 
with an acceptance 
or rejection of the 
hypothesis/problem 
statement. 

    

 
0 1-3 4-5   

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

Gr 11 GEO RESEARCH PROJECT: RUBRIC 



STEP 8 
Bibliography 

No bibliography 
provided 

Bibliography 
provided is 
incomplete 

Bibliography 
provided is complete. 

    

 
0 1-3 4-5   

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 9 
Cover Page 

No cover page is 
provided 

Cover page is 
provided with 
incomplete details 

Cover page contains 
all the required 
details 

    

 
0-3 4-7 8-10   

Teacher 
Mark 

Moderator 
Mark 

STEP 10 
Presentation 
 

The research 
information is not 
well set out. A 
Bibliography is 
incorrect or not 
included. No cover 
page designed 

The research is set 
out well. Steps have 
been taken and 
followed adequately. 
Bibliography is 
provided but not set 
out correctly. Cover 
page has been 
designed. 

The research is 
logically set out. All 
steps have been 
followed correctly. 
Bibliography is 
provided and set out 
correctly. Cover page 
has been designed 
and suits the 
research topic. 

    

TOTAL     65 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


