
 

Grade 9 

ENGLISH 

WEEK 5  (4 – 8 May 2020) 

Hopefully your children are feeling a little more comfortable with the 
workload after the catch-up week last week, so this week we can 
continue with new work. Our focus this week will be on a poem by 
James Patrick Kinney called The Cold Within, and continuing our 
reading of The Hobbit. 

If you have any queries please email your child’s teacher: 
jswallow@northcliffhigh.co.za 
nclack@northcliffhigh.co.za 
avanderwal@northcliffhigh.co.za 
sbudree-maharaj@northcliffhigh.co.za 
adevos@northcliffhigh.co.za 
escheepers@northcliffhigh.co.za 
kolls334@gmail.com 

The week is laid out as follows: 

Monday 4 May: Intro to the poem. 

Tuesday 5 May:  Analysis of the poem. 

Wednesday 6 May: Answer questions and writing practice. 

Thursday 7 May: Read page 75-81 of the Hobbit. 

Friday 8 May: Read  Read page 82-89 of the Hobbit. 

 

 



Once again I would like to remind you that, if you do not have a copy of 
The Hobbit, you can follow this link to find a free pdf version: 
https://archive.org/details/TheHobbitByJRRTolkienEBOOK/page/n19/mo
de/2up 
If this link does not work, you can simply google “The Hobbit pdf” and 
the first link will take you to archive.org where you will find a very user-
friendly, free pdf version of the book. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Justin Swallow 
 
Grade 9 English Grade Controller 
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ENGLISH 

WEEK 5  (4 – 8 May 2020) 

Hopefully you are feeling a little more comfortable with the workload 
after the catch-up week last week, so this week we can continue with 
new work. Our focus this week will be on a poem by James Patrick 
Kinney called The Cold Within, and continuing our reading of The 
Hobbit. 

The week is laid out as follows: 

Monday 4 May: Intro to the poem. 

Tuesday 5 May: Analysis of the poem. 

Wednesday 6 May: Answer questions and writing practice. 

Thursday 7 May: Read page 75-81 of the Hobbit. 

Friday 8 May: Read page 82-89 of the Hobbit, thus completing chapter 
4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

POETRY  

The Cold Within 

LESSON 1 - 4 May 2020         

Set by: Ms Scheepers   

Time: 30 minutes 

Lesson Objective:  

This lesson is to introduce the poem. To begin analysis on the structure 
and diction (word choice). To think about possible themes for the poem. 

Instructions: 

1. Read through the poem twice. If you have access to YouTube you 
can watch the video here:   https://youtu.be/P8nyBiX5jU4 

2. Rewrite the poem into your work books in the POETRY Section. 

3. Answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Cold Within 

By James Patrick Kinney 

Six humans trapped by happenstance       1 
In bleak and bitter cold. 
Each one possessed a stick of wood 
Or so the story’s told. 

Their dying fire in need of logs        5 
The first man held his back 
For of the faces round the fire 
He noticed one was black. 

The next man looking ‘cross the way 
Saw one not of his church         10 
And couldn’t bring himself to give 
The fire his stick of birch. 

The third one sat in tattered clothes. 
He gave his coat a hitch. 
Why should his log be put to use        15 
To warm the idle rich? 

The rich man just sat back and thought 
Of the wealth he had in store 
And how to keep what he had earned 
From the lazy shiftless poor.        20 

The black man’s face bespoke revenge 
As the fire passed from his sight. 
For all he saw in his stick of wood 
Was a chance to spite the white. 

The last man of this forlorn group       25 
Did nought except for gain. 
Giving only to those who gave 
Was how he played the game. 

Their logs held tight in death’s still hands 
Was proof of human sin.         30 
They didn’t die from the cold without 
They died from the cold within. 

 

 



 

Questions 

1. What is the structure of the poem? (Rhyme scheme / how many 
stanzas / how many lines in each stanza). 
 

2. Write down the dictionary definitions for the following words 
(remember to read through all the definitions listed and find the 
one that is most accurate for the context of the poem) 

x Happenstance 
x Birch 
x Tattered 
x Idle 
x Shiftless 
x Bespoke 
x Forlorn 

 
3. What do you think are the different sins that are committed by the 

individuals around the fire? 
 

4. The poem is a type of parable (a parable is simple story to 
illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson). What do you think the lesson 
is? 

LESSON 2 - 5 May 2020        

Time: 25 – 30 minutes 

Instructions: 

1. Read through the analysis twice. 

2. Write the analysis down in your book.  

If you have any of your own ideas or thoughts on a particular line as 
well, write it down in another colour pen. 

NB: If you are unsure of something please feel free to email me 
(EScheepers@northcliffhigh.co.za) or your English teacher. 



 

Stanza  
number 

Sin / 
Problem 

Line 
number 

Explanation 

1  1 By saying “six humans”, it is almost 
as if he is talking about all humans. 
Human is a generic term to refer to 
people. The poet is reminding us 
that the people in the poem are 
supposed to be humans and should 
act as such, with compassion and 
kindness and love. Happenstance 
means an event that might have 
been arranged, although it is 
accidental almost coincidence. This 
situation is accidental, yet almost 
seems arranged, and gives the 
reader a sense that they are 
supposed to be there. The fact that 
he says they are trapped suggests 
that they do not want to be in the 
situation, but they cannot escape. 

2 Racism 
and 

prejudice 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literally means the fire that is 
keeping them warm, but also stands 
as a metaphor for their sinful souls. 
They are committing sins such as 
racism, envy, arrogance, revenge, 
and greed. By saying they need to 
add logs to the fire suggest that they 
need to help out someone other than 
themselves, or they will “freeze” to 
death. Opening up and not being 
greedy will warm their souls and will 
save them but they all decided to act 
against this.  



 

8 

The first man does not want to put 
this log onto the fire to save a black 
person’s life. 

3 Religious 

intolerance 

9 - 12 The second man did not put his log 
onto the fire as he did not want 
support someone of another religion. 
Birch = type of tree. 

4 Bitterness 
and envy 

13 - 16 The third man felt that it would be 
unjust for him, a poor person, to give 
what little he had to warm the others 
who had more than him. 

5 Greed 17- 20 The fourth man felt that he earned 
what he got and that the poor were 
poor because they were lazy. He felt 
that he shouldn't give anything to 
help the undeserving.  

6 Spite and 
revenge 

21- 24 The fifth man wanted revenge for all 
the wrongs he had experiences in 
his life. He did not want to help the 
people who had been cruel to him. 
He felt vindicated through his actions 
as he was able to hurt them.  

7 Selfish 
ambition 

25 - 28 The sixth man did not add his log to 
the fire as he didn’t want to help the 
other men, since they didn’t to put 
their logs on the fire. 

8  29 - 32 The cold outside didn’t kill them but 
their cold hearts led to their death. If 
just one gave their stick to feed the 
dying flame, then they would all 
survive. However, each of them held 
back. Their sinful cold hearts killed 
them. 



Audience: The poem is addressed to everyone. Everyone can learn 
something from the poem that speaks of hate and cruelty. Everyone can 
learn how destructive and harmful such actions/attitude can be. 

Theme: The poet is trying to convey how people’s hate for one another 
causes their own destruction and hurt and disadvantages them as much 
as it does other people. This poem really makes you think about yourself 
and the lengths to which you would go to either hurt someone else, or 
save yourself.  

Tone: This tone seems condemning, scornful. It seems to be warning 
you somewhat about the results of a cold heart. The title sets the tone of 
the poem. 

 

LESSON 3 - 6 May 2020       

Time: 25 – 30 minutes 

Instructions: 

Complete the questions and writing practice below. 

Memo will be uploaded as part of next week’s work. 

 

Questions 

 

1. Explain why the poet has used the word ‘humans’ in line 1. (2) 
 
2. In your own words explain why the fifth man did not use his  

log to warm the fire.        (3) 

 
3. Change the idiom “how he played the game” ( line 28) to the  

literal meaning.         (1) 

 



4. What message is the poet trying to convey?    (3) 
 

5. To whom is the poem addressed?      (2) 
 

6. As a teenager, how can this message help you?   (2) 
 
 
Writing Practice 
 

Choose any three stanzas and rewrite them as you understand them. 
You don’t have to stick to the rhyme scheme.   

 

LESSON 4 - 7 May 2020       

Time: 25 – 30 minutes 

Instructions: 

Read page 75-81 of The Hobbit. 

 

LESSON 5 - 8 May 2020       

Time: 25 – 30 minutes 

Instructions: 

Read page 82-89 of The Hobbit. 

This should be the end of chapter 4. 

       


