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 Grade 10 English 

Hello grade 10s. Welcome to week 2. In this document you will find: 

- A worksheet on how to approach unseen poetry 

- Unseen poetry practice and memos 

- Romeo and Juliet summaries, additional questions and memos 

For this next week, please work through the poems and Romeo and 

Juliet questions. The poems should take you one day and the rest of 

the week can be spent on Romeo and Juliet. We recommend that you 

try to complete 2 scenes a day.  

Instructions for Romeo and Juliet: read the summary and answer the 

questions. After each scene, mark your answers and make sure you 

understand where you went wrong.  

Your teachers are missing you and sending you lots of love.  
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ANALYSING AN UNSEEN POEM 

Analysing unseen poetry is a very important skill, not just because it will be 

tested throughout your senior phase of high school but because the ability to 

understand symbols and concepts not overtly (obviously) stated will help you 

in many areas of life.  

When it comes to analysing a poem, using the mnemonic (a system or pattern 

used to help memory) TWISTUP, can help you remember the steps to take 

so that you thoroughly analyse the poem.  

T – Title: What does the title suggest about the poem?  

W – words: What diction is used? Why did the writer choose to use those 

specific words? What are the connotations of those words? 

I – Imagery:  Consider the figurative language that has been used. Similes, 

metaphors etc. What effect do they have on the poem? 

S – Structure and form: What is the structure of the poem (sonnet, free 

verse etc). Why would the poet choose to write it this way? 

T – Themes and Tone: What message is repeated and what does this show 

us about the poet’s attitude or feelings towards the subject matter.  

U – “You”: How does this poem make you feel? What was your reaction as 

you read through it?  

P – Poetic devices: Are there any other poetic devices that have been used? 

For example, repetition or rhythm.  

With each point, always ask yourself: considering the main message of this 

poem, why would the poet choose to write things this way? Nothing in 

poetry is there by accident! 

Use the poem “Composed on Westminster Bridge” by William Wordsworth 

from your poetry pack (or see below) to practice your analysis skills, then 

attempt the questions that come with it. If you have already completed this 

poem in class, you may use the one after.  
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1. Explain what the poet means when he writes “dull world he be of soul who could pass by  
a sight so touching.”  

2. How does Wordsworth compare the city of London to Nature?  
3. What is the tone of the poem?  
4. How does the view of the poet differ in the two poems?  

 
Memo 
1. Explain what the poet means when he writes “dull world he be of soul who could pass by  

a sight so touching.”  
He is saying that the sight is so beautiful that any person who could just walk past  
without being touched by the beauty, has no soul.  

 
2. How does Wordsworth compare the city of London to Nature?  

He personifies the city by suggesting that it is a person who is wearing the beauty of the  
morning. Beauty is being compared to an item of clothing. In this way he is suggesting  
that because the city is quiet, and the factories have not yet started up, the beauty of  
nature covers the city.  

 
3. What is the tone of the poem?  

The tone of the poem is one of admiration or awe.  

 
4. How does the view of the poet differ in the two poems?  

In the first poem, Wordsworth is disillusioned by how the cities have allowed people to  
lose touch with nature.  
In the second poem, because of the early morning and the city has not yet really come  
alive, he is able to reconnect with nature and appreciate its beauty.  
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Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 

 

There is a place where the sidewalk ends      

And before the street begins, 

And there the grass grows soft and white, 

And there the sun burns crimson bright, 

And there the moon-bird rests from his flight      5 

To cool in the peppermint wind. 

 

Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black 

And the dark street winds and bends. 

Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow 

We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow,     10 

And watch where the chalk-white arrows go 

To the place where the sidewalk ends. 

 

Yes we'll walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 

And we'll go where the chalk-white arrows go, 

For the children, they mark, and the children, they know    15 

The place where the sidewalk ends. 

 

 

 

 

4.1 Comment on the figure of speech used in line 6. 

 

(3) 

 

4.2  By referring to diction, contrast the “place” described in stanza 2 

to the   

 place where the sidewalk ends. 

 

(4) 

 

4.3  What evidence is there in stanza 2 that shows that children know 

how   

 

Glossary 

Asphalt – tar. 
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 to find the place where the sidewalk ends? (1) 

 

4.4  Is the poet in the place where the sidewalk ends? Explain how 

you  

 know this. 

 

(1) 

4.5  In your opinion, why does the poet call it “the place” (lines 1,12 

and 16)  

 rather than being more specific? 

 

(1) 

[10] 

 

MEMO 

4.1 Comment on the figure of speech used in line 6. 

The figure of speech is a metaphor.√ The wind is 

being compared to a peppermint.√ This is effective as 

it gives the wind a refreshing, soothing quality as if 

one was eating a peppermint. √ 

 

 

(3) 

L1/3 

4.2  By referring to diction, contrast the “place” described in stanza 2 

to the   

 place where the sidewalk ends. 

The “place” is referred to using words such as 

“asphalt”, “sidewalk”, and “street”√ These words 

show cold, clinical, manmade structures.√  

The place where the sidewalk ends is represented by 

words such as “grass”, “sun”, “bright” and “moon-

bird”√ These words have connotations of a natural, 

whimsical, beautiful place.√ 

 

 

(4) 

L3 

4.3  What evidence is there in stanza 2 that shows that children know 

how   

 to find the place where the sidewalk ends? 

 

(1) 

L2 
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They have drawn white chalk arrows on the ground, 

which children tend to do. √ 

 

4.4  Is the poet in the place where the sidewalk ends? Explain how 

you  

 know this. 

No, in line 7 he says “let ‘us’ leave this place” which 

tells us he is not where the sidewalk ends. √ 

 

 

(1) 

L2 

 

 

4.5  In your opinion, why does the poet call it “the place” (lines 1,12 

and 16)  

 rather than being more specific? 

Just calling it “the place” maintains a sense of 

mystery, wonder and whimsy. √ 

 

(1) 

L5 

 

[10] 
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The play in one page 

Act 1, Prologue 

Act 1, Scene 1:  A street in Verona 

Act 1, Scene 2:  Capulet mansion 

Act 1, Scene 3:  Capulet mansion 

Act 1, Scene 4:  Street outside the Capulet mansion 

Act 1, Scene 5:  Hall in the Capulet mansion 

Act 2, Prologue 

Act 2, Scene 1:  Outside the Capulet orchard 

Act 2, Scene 2:  Capulet orchard 

Act 2, Scene 3:  Friar Lawrence’s cell 

Act 2, Scene 4:  A street in Verona 

Act 2, Scene 5:  Capulet garden 

Act 2, Scene 6:  Friar Lawrence’s cell 

Act 3, Scene 1:  A public place in Verona 

Act 3, Scene 2:  Capulet mansion 

Act 3, Scene 3:  Friar Lawrence’s cell 

Act 3, Scene 4:  Capulet mansion 

Act 3, Scene 6:  Capulet orchard 

Act 4, Scene 1:  Friar Lawrence’s cell 

Act 4, Scene 2:  Capulet mansion 

Act 4, Scene 3:  Juliet’s bedroom 

Act 4, Scene 4:  Capulet mansion 

Act 4, Scene 5:  Juliet’s bedroom 

Act 5, Scene 1:  A street in Mantua 

Act 5, Scene 2:  Friar Lawrence’s cell 

Act 5, Scene 3:  The churchyard and Capulet tomb in Verona 



 

© Department of Basic Education 2015 

Mind the Gap  English First Additional Language: Paper 2 Romeo and Juliet  PLAY  8 

Time in the play 
 

Sunday morning: Fighting in streets (Act 1:1); the Prince says that the next to cause a fight will die. 

Mid-afternoon Sunday: Paris asks Lord Capulet for Juliet’s hand in marriage (Act 1:3). 

Before supper Sunday: Lady Capulet informs Juliet of Paris’s marriage proposal (Act 1:3). 

Early Sunday Evening: Romeo goes to Capulet’s party (Act 1:4). 

Sunday evening, after supper: Romeo and Juliet fall in love; Tybalt swears revenge (Act 1:5). 

Sunday night, after feast: Romeo is confused about his new love (Act 2:1). 

Late Sunday night: The balcony scene; Romeo and Juliet arrange their marriage (Act 2:2). 

Monday, at daybreak: Romeo goes to Friar Lawrence to ask him to marry Juliet and himself (Act 2:3). 

Later, Monday morning: Tybalt challenges Romeo (Act 2:4). 

After 12 o’clock Monday: Nurse gives Juliet Romeo’s message (Act 2:5).  

Monday afternoon: Romeo and Juliet get married (Act 2:6). 

Monday afternoon, after the wedding: Mercutio and Tybalt are killed in a fight; Romeo is banished (Act 3:1). 

Mid-afternoon, Monday: Juliet hears about the fighting (Act 3:2). 

Later afternoon, Monday: Friar criticises Romeo; Romeo will visit Juliet that night (Act 3:3). 

Late Monday evening: Arrangements are made for Juliet’s marriage to Paris (Act 3:4). 

Tuesday, daybreak: Romeo leaves for Mantua (Act 3:5). 

Early Tuesday morning: Juliet goes to Friar Lawrence for help (Act 4:1). 

Late Tuesday afternoon: The wedding date of Juliet and Paris is advanced (Act 4:2). 

Bedtime, Tuesday: Juliet drinks Friar’s potion (Act 4:3). 

03:00, Wednesday: Preparations are made for Paris’s and Juliet’s wedding (Act 4:4). 

Daybreak, Wednesday: Juliet is discovered ‘dead’ (Act 4:6). 

Thursday morning: Romeo hears of Juliet’s ‘death’ and plans his suicide (Act 5:1). 

Thursday evening: Romeo doesn’t receive Friar Lawrence’s message (Act 5:2). 

Friday morning, very early: Romeo and Juliet die; Paris dies; the feuding houses reconcile (Act 5:3). 
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1 

 

The Prologue 

 Setting: The chorus speaks the Prologue on stage 

What happens? 

The Prologue is the introduction to the play. It gives an outline of the plot. It prepares the 

audience for a sad story.  

The structure of this poem in the Prologue is a Shakespearean Sonnet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In simple modern English, here are the main points made in this 

sonnet: 

• Two families, both noble and of the same high status, live in beautiful 

Verona. 

Chorus 

Two households, both alike in dignity,  

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, 

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny, 

Where civil blood makes civil hands 

unclean. 

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 

A pair of star-cross’d lovers take their life; 

Whole misadventured piteous overthrows 

Do with their death bury their parents’ strife. 

The fearful passage of their death-mark’d love, 

And the continuance of their parents’ rage, 

Which, but their children’s end, nought could remove, 

Is now the two hours’ traffic of our stage; 

The which if you with patient ears attend, 

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend. 
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• They have been arguing for years. This feud is again turning violent. Even 

ordinary citizens are involved. 

• Fate steps in when these feuding families give birth to two unfortunate 

lovers. The stars predict a tragic fate for them. 

• They become the victims of unkind fate and face unfortunate, tragic 

accidents. Only with their deaths is their parents’ feud ended. 

• The course of their doomed love and their deaths eventually bring an end 

to the hatred. 

 

•  The topic that we will act out on stage for the next two hours will be filled 

in by our devoted acting – in case we have left out something in this 

Prologue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Activity 1 
1. Closely study the lines from this Prologue (above). Quote one  of the following literary 

terms: 

1.1 Repetition               (1) 

1.2 Alliteration               (1) 

1.3 Metaphor                (1) 

2. Identify four main themes introduced in the Prologue?     (4) 

                    [7] 

Answers to Activity 1 

1.1 Line 4: “civil blood... civil hands”3  

1.2 Lines 5 and 6 “From forth the fatal ... two foes”3  

1.3 Line 9: “death-marked love” 3 

2.  Four main themes introduced are:  

• Fate/Fortune versus free will (line 5); 3  

• Order versus disorder (line 7); 3 

• Love versus hate (line 8); 3 and 

• Youth versus old age (lines 8 and 10 - 11). 3 

   

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(4) 

[7] 

Act 1, Scene 1  
 A fight between the Montagues and Capulets 

 Setting: A public street in Verona 

What happens? 

• Sampson and Gregory are Capulet servants. They are boasting and joking in the street. 

• Abraham and Balthasar, two Montague servants, arrive. The Capulet servants deliberately insult the others to 

start a fight. 
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• Benvolio, Romeo’s friend, arrives and stops their fight. 

• Tybalt arrives and fights Benvolio. 

• Officers of the law come with some other citizens and try to stop the fighting. 

• Lords Capulet and Montague arrive and want to fight each other, but their wives try to stop them. 

• Prince Escalus arrives and orders them all to throw down their weapons. There have been three street fights now 

between the Capulets and Montagues. He warns them that if they fight again they will be put to death (executed). 

He wants to see Lord Montague and Lord Capulet at his palace. 

• Benvolio explains to Lord Montague how the fight started. 

• Lady Montague asks Benvolio if he knows where Romeo is. Lord Montague has noticed that Romeo seems sad 

these days. Benvolio says that he will find out why Romeo is upset. 

• When Romeo arrives, he tells Benvolio that he is in love with Rosaline. He is sad because Rosaline is not interested 

in him. 

Act 1, scene 1 

 Activity 2 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below.  

[Prince Escalus demands peace on the streets.] 

PRINCE ESCALUS 

Rebellious subjects, enemies to peace, 

Profaners of this neighbour-stained steel,— 

Will they not hear? What, ho! you men, you beasts, 

That quench the fire of your pernicious rage 

With purple fountains issuing from your veins, 

On pain of torture, from those bloody hands 

Throw your mistemper’d weapons to the ground, 

And hear the sentence of your moved prince. 

Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word, 

By thee, old Capulet, and Montague, 

Have thrice disturb’d the quiet of our streets, 

And made Verona’s ancient citizens 

Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments, 

To wield old partisans, in hands as old, 

Canker’d with peace, to part your canker’d hate: 

5 

10 

15 

 

 Questions 

1. What does the extract tell us about how Verona is governed at the time the action of the play is set?   (3) 

2. Where is Verona?                    (1) 

3. What indication is there in the passage that: 

3.1. Violent feelings have been bubbling just beneath the surface and need very little to boil over.     (2) 

3.2. Hardly anyone is neutral?                  (2) 

4. What does the Prince mean by the words 

a) cankered with peace?                (1) 

b) cankered with hate?                (1) 

5. What modern word is derived from “cankered” and how are the two words similar in meaning?     (2     

[12] 
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Answers to Activity 2 

1. The Prince is the ruler in Verona3 – his word is the law. He speaks with authority and has to be obeyed.  

2. Italy.  
3.1. Three street fights had already occurred as a result of a carelessly spoken word. They also carry 

weapons.  
3.2. The Prince addresses both Capulet and Montague as heads of their households. Even old citizens are 

dragged into the fighting. 
4a) The swords of the older citizens were at first lying idly and becoming corrupted by rust.  
4b) These swords were picked up in fighting and are now corrupted by hatred. 

5.  Cancer. Both “cankered” and ‘cancer’ indicate that something is being destroyed. 
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Act 1, scene 2 

Act 1, Scene 2  
 Lord Capulet plans his party 

 Setting: Capulet’s Mansion 

 

What happens? 

• The scene opens with Lord Capulet telling Paris that he and Lord Montague have been ordered not to 

fight, and he thinks they will be able to “keep the peace”. 

• Paris asks Lord Capulet for permission to marry Juliet. 

• Lord Capulet explains to Paris that Juliet is only 13, too young to marry. He suggests waiting another two 

years. He also says that Juliet needs to agree to the marriage. 

• Lord Capulet invites Paris to a party (feast) that night. There he will see Juliet, as well as other ladies with 

whom to compare her.  

• Lord Capulet gives his servant a list of people and tells him to invite them to the party. But the servant 

cannot read, so when he meets Romeo and Benvolio in the street, he asks them to read the names for 

him. 

• Romeo sees that Rosaline, the woman he loves, is invited. 

• The servant says that if Romeo and Benvolio are not Montagues, they can come to the party. 

• Benvolio tells Romeo that many ladies will be at the party, and maybe Romeo might meet someone new. 
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 Activity 3 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[Capulet and Paris discuss Juliet] 

CAPULET 

But Montague is bound as well as I, 

In penalty alike; and ‘tis not hard, I think, 

For men so old as we to keep the peace. 

PARIS 

Of honourable reckoning are you both;               

And pity ’tis you lived at odds so long. 

But now, my lord, what say you to my suit?          

CAPULET 

But saying o’er what I have said before: 

My child is yet a stranger in the world;                  

She hath not seen the change of fourteen 

years, Let two more summers wither in their 

pride, Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride. 

PARIS 

Younger than she are happy mothers made. 

CAPULET 

And too soon marr’d are those so early made. 

The earth hath swallow’d all my hopes but she,             

She is the hopeful lady of my earth: 

But woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart, 

My will to her consent is but a part;               

An she agree, within her scope of choice 

Lies my consent and fair according voice.  

5 

10 

15 

 

Questions 

1. Read the following statement from the play and complete it by filling in the missing words. Write only the 

question number and the word.  

 Lord Capulet is talking about his a) _______, Lord Montague.  The two families do not get along because 

of a long-standing b)________ between them.            (2) 

2. Explain why Montague and Capulet are being punished.         (2) 

3. In lines 4 - 5 Paris says that both Montague and Capulet are “of honourable reckoning”. 

a) Explain what Paris’s words reveal about the characters of the two lords.        (1) 

b) Use your own words to explain how Paris feels about this state of affairs.        (2) 

4. What “suit” is Paris referring to in line 6?             (1) 

5. Refer to lines 14 and 15, “Earth hath swallowed ... my earth”.  

a) Name the figures of speech used by Capulet in these lines.        (1) 

b) Use your own words to explain what Capulet means in these lines.           (2) 

6. State whether the following statement is true or false and support your answer from the extract.  

- Capulet refuses to allow Paris to marry Juliet.           (2) 

7. Capulet invites Paris to his feast that night. What does he intend Paris to do there?        (1) 

Write down a, b, c or d as your choice of answer to the following 

questions. 

8. Paris is: 

   a  Capulet’s best friend.    
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b  related to the Prince.    

c  Romeo’s cousin. 

d Juliet’s beloved fiancé.               (2) 

9. In line 5, Paris says “And pity ’tis”. He means that: 

   a  he feels sorry for Capulet.    

   b  he thinks the feud is so senseless.    

   c  it is a pity Capulet has become so old.    

  d  Capulet has had to live in fear all these years.         (2) 

10. Paris visits Capulet because he:   

 a  wants Capulet’s advice on his new suit.    

   b  is concerned about the ongoing fued.    

    c  wants Capulet’s final answer to his proposal. 

    d          has come to ask Capulet’s permission to marry Juliet.       (2) 

Answer the following questions in your own words: 

11. Why does Capulet call Juliet “a stranger in the world” (line 8)?        (2) 

12. What is Juliet’s age? Quote the phrase from the extract that tells you this.         (3) 

13. Capulet asks a favour of Paris concerning the wedding. What is his request? (lines 10 and 11).   (2) 

14. Do you think Paris is pleased with Capulet’s request? What answer does he give?       (2) 

15. Explain line 14 in your own words.               (2) 

16. Capulet encourages Paris to “woo” Juliet. What is a modern English word for “woo”?       (2) 

17. Read lines 17 to 19. Would you agree that Capulet means it when he tells Paris that Juliet has the final say 

in the choice of her husband?                 (4) 

                               [37] 

 

Answers to Activity 3 

 1  a) enemy/foe  

   b) feud/argument  
2.  Prince Escalus is punishing them for the public quarrel between their servants.    

 3  a) They are both honourable and respected.  

  b) He respects both therefore he finds it a pity that they are quarrelling. 

 4.  His request to marry Juliet. 

 5  a) metaphor OR personification 

  b) All his other children are dead and buried. Juliet is the only remaining child he has to bring him 
happiness. 

6. False. He only wants Paris to wait two more years. 

7. He wants Paris to impress Juliet so he can win her heart. 

8. b   

9. b    

10. c  

11. Juliet is still young and unused to society and the world.  

12. Thirteen years old. “She has not seen the change of fourteen ways”. 
13. Capulet asks Paris to wait another two years before they get married. 

14. No, Paris is not pleased at all. He remarks that girls younger than Juliet are happy mothers already. 
15. Capulet says that all his children apart from Juliet have died. 
16. To “woo” means to date someone so that they learn to love you. 
17. No, I don’t agree that he means it. In those days girls didn’t have the final say in their choice of 

husband. Their parents did. Most marriages were pre-arranged. 

   OR [37] 
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  Yes, I think he did mean it. Although most parents in those days decided who their children married, 

Capulet is a very soft-hearted father towards Juliet. He would care about how she felt about marrying 

Paris.  

Act 1, Scene 3  
 Lady Capulet wants Juliet to marry Paris 

 Setting: Capulet’s Mansion 

 

What happens? 

• Lady Capulet tells the Nurse that Juliet is ready for marriage, as it is only 

two seeks until her fourteenth birthday. The nurse remembers Juliet’s 

childhood well - she raised Juliet. 

• Lady Capulet tells Juliet that Paris has asked to marry Juliet, and he would 

be an excellent choice of husband. 

• Juliet says she will look at Paris to see if she finds him attractive. 

Activity 4 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

 [Lady Capulet and nurse talk to Juliet in her bedroom.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LADY CAPULET 

Well, think of marriage now; younger than you, 

Here in Verona, ladies of esteem, 

Are made already mothers: by my count, 

I was your mother much upon these years 

That you are now a maid. Thus then in brief: 

The valiant Paris seeks you for his love.                

NURSE 

A man, young lady! lady, such a man 

As all the world—why, he’s a man of 

wax. 

LADY CAPULET 

Verona’s summer hath not such a flower.                 

NURSE 

Nay, he’s a flower; in faith, a very flower. 

LADY CAPULET 

What say you? can you love the gentleman?                

This night you shall behold him at our feast; 

Read o’er the volume of young Paris’ face,                 

And find delight writ there with beauty’s pen; 

Examine every married lineament, 

And see how one another lends content 

And what obscured in this fair volume lies 

Find written in the margent of his eyes. 

This precious book of love, this unbound lover, 

To beautify him, only lacks a cover   

  

5 

10 

15 

20 

In those days,   
many noble women did   
not breastfeed their own  

babies and had a nursemaid  
do it for them. Juliet’s nurse  
would have cared for her  
since she was a baby,and  
probably knew her better  

than Juliet’s mother. 
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Questions 

1. In which city is Romeo and Juliet set?              (1) 

2. Which other character in the play is a relative of Paris?         (1) 

3. Refer to line 6 – “The valiant Paris ... for his love”. Earlier Paris asks Capulet if he may marry Juliet. What 

is Capulet’s answer to Paris’s request?               (2) 

4. What does the nurse mean when she says Paris is “a man of wax”?          (1) 

5. Explain why the nurse, who is not a family member, is present during this very personal conversation that 

Lady Capulet is having with her daughter.               (2) 

6. In lines 9 – 10 “Verona’s summer hath ... a very flower”, both Lady Capulet and the Nurse are praising 

Paris. 

a) Identify the figure of speech in these lines.       (1) 

b) Explain why the use of this figure of speech is effective here.   (2) 

7. Refer to Lady Capulet’s second question in line 11, “... can you love the gentleman?” 

a)  What is Juliet’s reply to this question?             (1) 

b) Explain how the Capulets’ attitude here differs from their later treatment of Juliet. State two points.    (2) 

8. In lines 13 – 14 (“Read o’er the volume … with beauty’s pen”), Lady Capulet describes Paris. 

a) To what does she compare Paris’s face?            (1) 

b) What does Lady Capulet expect Juliet to discover later about Paris’s feelings?        (1) 

9. Do you think Paris would have made a good husband for Juliet if Romeo had not appeared in her life? Give 

a reason for your answer.                              (1) 

10. The Capulets are eager to arrange a marriage for their daughter.  Do you think their actions are in Juliet’s 

best interests?  Discuss your view.                 (2) 

                                [18] 

Answers to Activity 4 

1. Verona  

2. Mercutio/Prince Escalus/The Prince 
3. Paris is asked to wait another two years before he marries Juliet. She is too young. 
4. Paris is handsome and from a noble family. 

5. The Nurse is closer to Juliet than her mother. Juliet shares her secrets with the Nurse and Lady Capulet is 

not comfortable talking alone to her own daughter. 

6 a) Metaphor 

b) Paris is said to be a flower – that is, very beautiful. 

7a) She will attend the ball and see whether she likes him. 

OR 

She won’t do anything without their permission. 
b. The Capulets at first leave the choice of marrying Paris up to her, but later force her to marry him. 
OR 

8. They said she is still too young, but soon after say she is old enough. 

a) A beautifully written book 
b) She expects Juliet to discover that Paris’s feelings for her are honest and in her best interest.  

9. Yes, he would have taken good care of her financially and loved her. 

 Or 

No, he would never feel like her true love. A happy marriage is not built on money and looks alone. 
Yes, in their eyes their actions are in her best interest, because Paris is noble and attractive. 
Or 

10. No, we know that their actions aren’t in her best interest because she doesn’t have a say in the matter and 

doesn’t love him with passion. 
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Act 1, Scene 4  
 Romeo and friends on their way to the party 

 Setting: Street outside the Capulet’s mansion 

What happens? 

• Romeo and his friends chat on their way to the party. They put on masks. At such parties, or balls, young 

people wore masks so they could flirt without being recognised. 

• Mercutio tells them the story of Mab, the queen of the fairies, who delivers dreams. She can also bring 

nightmares. He does this to stop Romeo from feeling so sad. 

• Romeo still suffers from the pain of his love for Rosaline. At the end of the scene, he feels that something 

bad will begin that night. Dramatic irony is also used because the audience knows from the prologue what 

Romeo doesn’t know. 

• The theme of Fate/Destiny versus free will is stressed. 

Act 1, scene 4 

 Activity 5 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[On their way to the Capulet’s feast] 

ROMEO 

Peace, peace, Mercutio, peace! 

Thou talk’st of nothing. 

MERCUTIO 

True, I talk of dreams, 

Which are the children of an idle brain, 

Begot of nothing but vain fantasy, 

Which is as thin of substance as the air 

And more inconstant than the wind, who woos 

Even now the frozen bosom of the north, 

And, being anger’d, puffs away from thence, 

Turning his face to the dew-dropping south. 

BENVOLIO 

This wind, you talk of, blows us from ourselves; 

Supper is done, and we shall come too late. 

ROMEO 

I fear, too early: for my mind misgives                

Some consequence yet hanging in the stars 

Shall bitterly begin his fearful date 

With this night’s revels and expire the 

term Of a despised life closed in my 

breast By some vile forfeit of untimely 

death. 

But He, that hath the steerage of my course,                   

Direct my sail! On, lusty gentlemen.   

5 
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Questions 

For questions 1 – 3 answer A, B, C or D. 

1. In line 13, Romeo says “I fear too early”. This means   

  A  it was not polite to arrive at a party too early. 

B he fears that this night might eventually cause his death. 

C he is frightened he might be recognised. 

D he isn’t willing to forget about Rosaline yet.            (2) 

2. In line 14, Romeo refers to something “yet hanging in the stars”. He sees this as something   

   A  evil, which he has read in his horoscope. 

B evil, which somebody else wishes on him. 

C bad, brought on by fate, which will cause suffering. 

D exciting, that he never expected to happen.           (2) 

3. In lines 16 – 18 Romeo says 

A fate will prevent him from seeing Rosaline. 

B his life will end because of this night’s events. 

C he hates his life and has decided to commit suicide. 

D he does not fear, since God will guide him in all danger.        (2) 

4. The men mentioned in the extract are on their way to an important destination. Where are they going 

to?                                                                                                                                                      (2) 

5. Why is it necessary for Romeo to try and calm Mercutio? What happens just before this passage, which 

causes Mercutio to rant and rave like a madman?            (3) 

6. What is Mercutio’s opinion of the value of dreams?         (2) 

7. Quote a line spoken by the practical, good Benvolio, proving that he thinks nothing of all the emotional 

outbursts around him.                   (1) 

8. How was it possible for Romeo and Benvolio to accompany Mercutio?          (4) 

                             [18] 

Answers to Activity 5 

1. B  

2. C  

3. D  

4. Romeo, Benvolio and Mercutio are going to the Capulets’ feast.   

5. Romeo must quieten Mercutio because people are starting to 
notice them. Mercutio mocks Romeo for being depressed 
about Rosaline and not wanting to dance, and for having a bad 
dream the previous night.   

6. Mercutio doesn’t value dreams much. He sees dreams as the 

result of an empty brain, made of empty fantasies and too 

changeable, like the wind.   

7. “This wind you talk of blows us from ourselves”.   

8. Mercutio was invited as kinsman of the Prince and he invited 

Romeo and Benvolio along.    
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Act 1, Scene 5  
 The Capulet party – Romeo meets Juliet 

 Setting: The hall in Capulet’s mansion 

What happens? 

• Lord Capulet’s servants prepare for the party. 

• Lord Capulet welcomes his guests. 

• Romeo sees Juliet and is immediately attracted to her. He asks a servant if he knows who she is, but the 

servant does not.  

• Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, recognises Romeo by his voice. He wants to fight him. Lord Capulet stops him. He 

thinks Romeo will not cause trouble, and he wants no fighting at his party. 

• Romeo and Juliet meet and express their love. 

• The nurse interrupts them; Juliet’s mother wants to see her. 

• Later, Romeo and Juliet each learn the terrible news from the nurse that their families are enemies 

 Activity 6 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[At the Capulets’ feast] 

ROMEO 

What lady is that, which doth enrich the hand 

Of yonder knight? 

Servingman 

I know not, sir. 

ROMEO 

O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright! 

It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night 

Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope’s ear –                  

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear! 

So shows a snowy dove trooping with 

crows, As yonder lady o’er her fellows 

shows. 

The measure done, I’ll watch her place of stand, 

And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand. 

Did my heart love till now? forswear it, sight! 

For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night. 

TYBALT 

This, by his voice, should be a Montague. 

Fetch me my rapier, boy. What dares the 

slave Come hither, cover’d with an antic 

face, To fleer and scorn at our solemnity? 

Now, by the stock and honour of my kin, To 

strike him dead, I hold it not a sin.    

5 

10 

15 
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Questions 

1. In the context of the story, who is likely to be Juliet’s partner at her father’s ball? Give reasons for your 

answer.                (3) 

2. Why does Romeo compare the night to “an Ethiope” in line 6?       (2) 

3. How does he propose to approach Juliet?             (2) 

4. Romeo’s instant fascination with Juliet means the betrayal of another person and of his own integrity. 

Comment briefly on both aspects of this betrayal.             (4) 

5. Why has Romeo come to the feast “covered with an antic face?”       (2) 

6. Would an Elizabethan audience have been familiar with this kind of disguise? Explain.      (2) 

7. The clash of personalities between Tybalt and Romeo is responsible for much of the heartache in this 

play.  

How are the differences in their characters illustrated by what they do and say in the extract above? (4) 

                             

[19] 

Answers to Activity 6 

1. Paris.3 In Act 1 scene 2 Lord Capulet invited him to the feast to 

compare Juliet with the other beauties. Paris also asked 

Capulet to marry Juliet but Capulet said he had to wait another 

two years, since she is too young.  
2. An Ethiope is a black person, whose skin is black just like the 

night.  

3. Romeo will look for her, then go and touch her hand.  

4. Romeo is still supposed to be in love with Rosaline, because it 

is only recently that she rejected his love. It also shows that he 

is very vulnerable and easily influenced. He does not always 

keep his promises – he had earlier declared Rosaline was his 

one true love. 
5. It was a masked ball. Also Romeo needs to hide his face 

because he is a Montague and is an enemy of the Capulets. 

6. Yes. Masked balls were popular in those times. 

7. Tybalt immediately wants to fight. He is aggressive. Romeo is in 

a peaceful mood. Also, Tybalt talks self-importantly, whereas 

Romeo shows respect and humility. 
 

[19] 
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Act 2, Scene 1  
 Prologue 

 Setting: The Chorus speaks the Prologue on stage 

 

The Chorus summarises what has happened so far and tells what is going to happen in this Act. 

Like the Prologue in Act 1, the 14 lines are divided into 3 quatrains and a rhyming couplet. The 

rhyming pattern is abab cdcd efef gg. 

 

Activity: write your own 

“translation” of this chorus. 

Try change it line for line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act 2, Scene 1  

 Romeo is teased by his friends  Setting: 

Outside Capulet’s orchard 

What happens? 

• Romeo and his friends have left the Capulet party, but Romeo hides  

                                                   from them. He climbs over the wall into Capulet’s orchard. He intends to go back to find Juliet. 

• Benvolio and Mercutio look for Romeo. Mercutio realises that Romeo is hiding. He makes fun of 

Romeo and makes sexual jokes about Romeo’s love for Rosaline. This gives the scene comic 

relief. 

• The friends do not know yet that Romeo is now in love with Juliet. This is dramatic irony, since the 

audience and Romeo do know. 

Chorus 

Now old desire doth in his death-bed lie, 

And young affection gapes to be his heir; 

That fair for which love groan’d for and would die, 

With tender Juliet match’d, is now not fair. 

Now Romeo is beloved and loves again, 

Alike betwitched by the charm of looks, 

But to his foe supposed he must complain, 

And she steal love’s sweet bait from fearful hooks: 

Being held a foe, he may not have access 

To breathe such vows as lovers use to swear; 

And she as much in love, her means much less 

To meet her new-beloved any where: 

But passion lends them power, time means, to meet 

Tempering extremities with extreme sweet. 
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BENVOLIO 

He ran this way, and leap’d this orchard wall: 

Call, good Mercutio. 

MERCUTIO 

Nay, I’ll conjure too. 

Romeo! humours! madman! passion! lover! 

Appear thou in the likeness of a sigh: 

Speak but one rhyme, and I am satisfied; 

Cry but ‘Ay me!’ pronounce but ‘love’ and ‘dove.’ 

Speak to my gossip Venus one fair word, 

One nickname for her purblind son and heir, 

Young Adam Cupid, he that shot so trim, 

When King Cophetua loved the beggar-maid! 

He heareth not, he stirreth not, he moveth 

not; The ape is dead, and I must conjure him. 

I conjure thee by Rosaline’s bright eyes, 

By her high forehead and her scarlet lip, 

By her fine foot, straight leg and quivering 

thigh And the demesnes that there adjacent 

lie, That in thy likeness thou appear to us! 

BENVOLIO 

And if he hear thee, thou wilt anger him.  
 

Act 2, scene 2 

Act 2, Scene 2  
 The famous balcony scene 

 Setting: Capulet’s orchard 

 

What happens? 

• Romeo, hiding in the orchard, sees Juliet appear on her balcony. 

• She speaks of her love for him. She wishes he was not a member of the Montague family. 

• Romeo listens. Juliet notices someone is there. He dares not say his name, for he is a Montague, 

but Juliet recognises his voice. 

• Romeo says that his love for her made him come to find her. 

• Juliet is afraid that things may be moving too quickly but agrees that they should marry. 

• She explains she will send a messenger to Romeo the next day to find out the arrangements 

Romeo has made for their marriage ceremony. 
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 Activity 7 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[Romeo in the orchard below Juliet’s balcony] 

ROMEO 

He jests at scars that never felt a wound. 

JULIET appears above at a window 

But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks? 

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun                    

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon, 

Who is already sick and pale with grief, 

That thou her maid art far more fair than she: 

Be not her maid, since she is envious; 

Her vestal livery is but sick and green 

And none but fools do wear it; cast it 

off. 

It is my lady, O, it is my love! 

O, that she knew she were! 

She speaks yet she says nothing: what of that? 

Her eye discourses; I will answer it. 

I am too bold, ’tis not to me she speaks: 

Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven, 

Having some business, do entreat her eyes 

To twinkle in their spheres till they return. 

What if her eyes were there, they in her head? 

The brightness of her cheek would shame those stars, 

As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in heaven 

Would through the airy region stream so bright 

That birds would sing and think it were not night. 

See, how she leans her cheek upon her hand! 

O, that I were a glove upon that hand, 

That I might touch that cheek! 

5 
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Act 2, scene 2 

JULIET 

Ay me! 

ROMEO 

She speaks: 

O, speak again, bright angel! for thou art 

As glorious to this night, being o’er my head 

As is a winged messenger of heaven 

Unto the white-upturned wondering eyes 

Of mortals that fall back to gaze on him 

When he bestrides the lazy-pacing clouds 

And sails upon the bosom of the air. 

JULIET 

O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou Romeo? 

Deny thy father and refuse thy name; 

Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my 

love, 

And I’ll no longer be a Capulet.  

30 

35 

Questions 

1. Explain why Romeo’s attraction to Juliet is surprising at this stage in the play.       (3) 

2. Refer to line 3, “It is the east … Juliet is the sun!”. Identify the figure of speech used.    (1) 

3. Explain the figure of speech in question 2.                     (2) 

4. Refer to lines 35 – 38, “O Romeo, Romeo … be a Capulet”.  Discuss Juliet’s feelings at this 

stage of the play.             (2) 

5. Identify and discuss the theme of the play revealed in lines 35 – 38.        (3) 

6. Do you think Romeo and Juliet’s decision to marry was wise? Support your answer.    (3) 

                              [14] 

 

Answers to Activity 7 

1. He has only just met Juliet and moments before that he was still in love with Rosaline and very depressed because she 
didn’t return his love. They are also from enemy families.   

2. Metaphor. 
3. Romeo is comparing Juliet to the rising sun. For him, Juliet is the light in the dark. Her beauty is like a shining light (sun) 

in the dark. 

4. She is very much in love with Romeo but his name makes it almost impossible for them to be together. She wishes he 
had a different surname. 

5. Love versus hate. Romeo and Juliet’s love and lives are controlled by their parent’s hate. Their love cannot be out in the 
open because of hate. This will determine their whole life. 

6. No, it wasn’t wise. They should have asked the Friar’s help in talking to their feuding parents. Perhaps they would’ve 
understood and given their permission. The feud would have ended and the tragedy wouldn’t have happened. 

   OR  

  Yes, it was wise. The love they immediately felt for each other was powerful and true. They couldn’t rely on anyone in 

their families to understand or make peace, so they followed the true love of their hearts. 
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Act 2, Scene 3  
 Romeo asks Friar Lawrence to 

help arrange his marriage to 

Juliet  Setting: Outside Friar 

Lawrence’s cell 

 

What happens? 

• Friar Lawrence is collecting plants and herbs to make medicine. 

It is early in the morning. 

• Romeo arrives and the Friar guesses there is something wrong as 

it is very early for Romeo to be up. The Friar thinks he has been 

with Rosaline. 

• Romeo says he has forgotten Rosaline. He tells the Friar of his new 

love, Juliet, and asks the Friar to marry them that day. 

• The Friar is surprised that Romeo has changed his feelings for 

Rosaline so quickly. 

• The Friar agrees to help Romeo, because he thinks the marriage 

might help end the feud between the Montagues and the 

Capulets.  
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 Activity 8 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[Romeo visits Friar Lawrence.] 

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

Holy Saint Francis, what a change is here! 

Is Rosaline, whom thou didst love so dear,             

So soon forsaken? young men’s love then lies 

Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes. 

Jesu Maria, what a deal of brine 

Hath wash’d thy sallow cheeks for Rosaline! 

How much salt water thrown away in waste, 

To season love, that of it doth not taste! 

The sun not yet thy sighs from heaven clears, 

Thy old groans ring yet in my ancient ears; 

Lo, here upon thy cheek the stain doth sit Of 

an old tear that is not wash’d off yet: If e’er 

thou wast thyself and these woes thine, 

Thou and these woes were all for Rosaline: 

And art thou changed? pronounce this sentence then, 

Women may fall, when there’s no strength in men. 

ROMEO 

Thou chid’st me oft for loving Rosaline.                     

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

For doting, not for loving, pupil mine. 

ROMEO 

And bad’st me bury love. 

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

Not in a grave, 

To lay one in, another out to have. 

ROMEO 

I pray thee chide me not. Her I love now                

Doth grace for grace and love for love allow. 

The other did not so. 

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

O, she knew well 

Thy love did read by rote and could not spell. 

But come, young waverer, come, go with me, 

In one respect I’ll thy assistant be; 

For this alliance may so happy prove,                  

To turn your households’ rancour to pure love. 

ROMEO 

O, let us hence; I stand on sudden haste. 

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

Wisely and slow; they stumble that run fast.  
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Questions 

1. Give two reasons why Romeo visits Friar Lawrence at this point.      (2) 

2. Refer to lines 2 – 3 – “Is Rosaline, that … so soon forsaken”.   

 Discuss why Friar Lawrence mentions Rosaline.         (3) 

3. Choose the correct answer. 

 The word “chid’st” (line 17) has the same meaning as   

A  hit. 

B scolded. 

C punished. 

D advised.                    (1) 

4. Refer to lines 22 – 23, “Her I love … for love allow”. Discuss the events leading to Romeo’s 

meeting with Juliet.             (3) 

5. Refer to lines 29 – 30, “For this alliance … to pure love”.  Explain how the two families are 

reconciled later in the play.         (2) 

6. Refer to line 32, “Wisely and slow … that run fast”. Is the Friar’s advice good? Give a reason 

for your answer.             (2)  

7. 7.  What does the above extract reveal about the characters of: 

a) Friar Lawrence?                 (2) 

b) Romeo?                   (2) 

8. From your knowledge of the play as a whole, discuss Friar   

 Lawrence’s role in the tragic deaths of Romeo and Juliet.       (3) 

                             [20] 

 

Answers to Activity 8 

1.Romeo visited the Friar to tell him of his new love for Juliet and to ask the Friar’s help in marrying 

her. 

2. It was only recently that Romeo cried many tears over Rosaline because he was so depressed 

that she didn’t love him back. The Friar can’t understand this sudden change in affection. 
3. B 
4. Romeo attended the Capulet Ball with his friends Benvolio and Mercutio. There he met and fell in 
love with Juliet. She loves him back. 
5. It is only after the deaths of both Romeo and Juliet in Act 5 Scene 3 that the Capulets and 

Montagues make peace.  

6. Yes, it is good. The Friar warns Romeo to take it slowly and to think clearly, because if one is in too 

much of a hurry, one falls over one’s own feet. 

7 

a) Friar Lawrence is very helpful and wise. 

b) Romeo is very impatient and trusting. 

8.If Friar Lawrence hadn’t married them in secret, Juliet wouldn’t have had to drink the potion to avoid 

having to marry Paris. Romeo got the news of the potion plan too late; thinking Juliet was dead, he 

also drinks poison. On waking, Juliet sees the dead Romeo and stabs herself.  
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Act 2, Scene 4  
 Romeo and the nurse confirm the marriage 

plans  Setting: A street in Verona 

What happens? 

• Benvolio and Mercutio still think that Romeo is in love with Rosaline, and they joke about this. 

• Benvolio says that Tybalt has sent a letter to Romeo’s father, challenging Romeo to a fight. 

Mercutio criticises and makes fun of Tybalt. But Mercutio also says that Tybalt is a good 

swordsman. Mercutio does not think that Romeo will be able to fight Tybalt because he has 

already been ‘killed’ by his love for Rosaline. 

• Romeo arrives and Mercutio jokes with him; he still does not know about Romeo’s love for Juliet. 

• The nurse arrives to ask Romeo if he is serious about Juliet and to find out his plans for the 

wedding. Romeo tells her to make sure Juliet comes to “shrift” (confession) at Friar Lawrence’s 

cell that afternoon, where they will be married. 

 Activity 9 

Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 

[On a street in Verona] 

MERCUTIO 

Alas poor Romeo! he is already dead! - 

stabbed with a white wench’s black 

eye; run through the ear with a love-

song; the very pin of his heart cleft with 

the blind bow-boy’s butt-shaft. 

And is he a man to encounter Tybalt?  

MERCUTIO 

Why, is not this better now than groaning for love? 

Now art thou sociable. Now art thou Romeo. 

Now art thou what thou art, by art as well as by nature 

5 

Act 2, scene 4 

Questions 

1. How would you describe Mercutio’s attitude to love?         (2) 

2. Romeo is quiet, often depressed, and a dreamer. What qualities possessed by Mercutio are 

in direct contrast to these?           (3) 

                       [5] 
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Answers to Activity 9 

1. Mercutio has negative feelings about love. He believes love is 

just physical and he tells coarse, sexual jokes. 

2. Mercutio is loud, talkative and a realist.  

(2) 

(3) 

[5] 

 

Act 2, Scene 5  
 The nurse tells Juliet the plan for her marriage to 

Romeo  Setting: Capulet’s orchard 

 

What happens? 

• Juliet is waiting patiently for the Nurse to return with news from Romeo. 

• The Nurse arrives but teases Juliet by not giving her the news immediately. She delays it by 

complaining about feeling tired. This creates comedy as Juliet is impatient to hear the news. 

• The Nurse tells Juliet that she must go to Friar Lawrence for confession (“shrift”) and Romeo 

will meet her there. They will then get married. 

• The nurse also says that she will fetch a ladder so that Romeo can climb to Juliet’s bedroom 

that night. 

• The nurse returns after being away for a few hours. 

Activity 10 
Read the extract and then answer 

the questions below. 

[In the Capulet’s garden] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULIET 

Now, good sweet nurse,—O Lord, why look’st thou sad? 
Though news be sad, yet tell them merrily; If good, thou 
shamest the music of sweet news By playing it to me 
with so sour a face. 
NURSE 

I am a-weary, give me leave awhile:                            

Fie, how my bones ache! what a jaunt have I had! 

JULIET 

I would thou hadst my bones, and I thy news: 

Nay, come, I pray thee, speak; good, good nurse, 

speak. 

NURSE 

Jesu, what haste? can you not stay awhile? 

Do you not see that I am out of breath? 
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Questions 

1. From what errand has the Nurse returned?          (2) 

2. Refer to the lines 28 – 30, “what a head … back, my back!”.  Why does the nurse claim 

that her head and back ache?  Give two points.            (2) 

3. Refer to the lines 49 – 50, “Then hie you … you a wife”.  Discuss how these lines make 

Juliet feel.               

 (2) 

4. What does the extract tell you about the relationship between the nurse and Juliet?    (2) 

5. Do you think the nurse is justified in helping Juliet at this point in the play? Discuss your    

 view.            (2) 

                               [10] 

Answers to Activity 10 

1. Juliet has sent her to Romeo to find out when the marriage will take place. 

2. She has walked a long distance and she wants to keep Juliet in suspense. 

3. She is very happy because Romeo has made arrangements for them to be married. 

4. They love each other like mother and daughter. Juliet trusts the nurse with her secrets. 

5. Yes, she loves Juliet very much and wants Juliet to be happy. She knows Juliet loves Romeo very 

much. 

  OR  

  No, she is helping Juliet to make a mistake that results in her death. She is also betraying the trust 

the Capulets have placed in her. 

 

Act 2, Scene 6  
 Romeo and Juliet meet Friar Lawrence to be 

married 

 Setting: Friar’s Lawrence’s cell 

What happens? 

• As Romeo and Friar Lawrence wait for Juliet, we hear that the Friar is worried that this marriage 

is happening too quickly. 

• The theme of fate/destiny versus free will is emphasised. 

• When Juliet arrives, Romeo and Juliet express their love again. The Friar sees how happy 

they are together and prepares to marry them. 

Activity 11 
Read the extract and then answer the questions below. 



 

© Department of Basic Education 2015 

Mind the Gap  English First Additional Language: Paper 2 Romeo and Juliet  PLAY  32 

1 

[Romeo and Friar Lawrence in the Friar’s cell] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Questions activity 11 

1. The Friar agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet, but it is his failure to inform 

the Capulets and Montagues that advances the plot.  

Explain the truth of this statement as it relates to Romeo and Juliet.  (5) 

2. Rewrite in your own words what Romeo says in lines 3 – 4, “but 

come what sorrow can, It cannot countervail the exchange of joy”.     (2) 

3. What does Romeo declare in lines 6 – 8?        (2) 

4. What is ironic about his challenge in lines 6 - 8?      (1) 

5. Against what does Friar Lawrence warn Romeo?      (2) 

6. Quote the simile used to describe excessive love.      (2) 

7. In your own words, describe how Friar Lawrence says one should love, and why.  (2) 

                               [16] 

Answers to Activity 11  

1. If Friar Lawrence had told the Capulets and Montagues, Juliet wouldn’t have been 

forced into marrying Paris. Then she wouldn’t have drank the potion in desperation and 

Romeo wouldn’t have thought her dead and drunk poison. Both would still be alive.  

2. No matter what sorrow lies ahead, it can’t outweigh the happiness shared in giving 

and receiving.  

3. Romeo declares that Death can take its toll after he has married Juliet – as long as 

he can call her his own for one minute.  

4. He is indeed only able to call her his for a very short time, before they both die.  

5. Friar Lawrence warns Romeo against excessive love that destroys.  

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

So smile the heavens upon this holy act, 

That after hours with sorrow chide us not! 

ROMEO 

Amen, amen! but come what sorrow can,                 

It cannot countervail the exchange of joy 

That one short minute gives me in her 

sight: 

Do thou but close our hands with holy words,             

Then love-devouring death do what he dare; 

It is enough I may but call her mine.                          

FRIAR LAWRENCE 

These violent delights have violent ends 

And in their triumph die, like fire and powder, 

Which as they kiss consume: the sweetest 

honey Is loathsome in his own deliciousness 

And in the taste confounds the appetite: 

Therefore love moderately; long love doth so; 

Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow. 

5 

10 

15 

Note the  metaphor ,  
“love-devouring death”  

( line 7)? Death is  
described as a monster  

that eats love. 
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6. “And in their triumph die, like fire and powder, Which as they kiss consume”   

7. Friar Lawrence proposes that one should love moderately and calmly.3 This type of 

love will last a long time. [16] 

 

 

 

 


