
Grade 9 English Resources 

In this document you will find the following: 

- The memorandum for the previously uploaded Merchant of Venice Contextual 
test. Students can use this to check their own knowledge of the play by 
marking their answers. 

- A comprehension and language section that students can use for practice. 
The memo for this will be uploaded at a later date. 

Memo for Merchant of Venice Contextual Test 

        

Northcliff High School 

Grade 9 

Contextual Test 

 

Set by: Mrs M Odendaal and Mr J Swallow         26 April 2017 

Moderated by: The English Department                                     Time: One Lesson 

 Total: 25 Marks 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Write your name, surname and teacher’s name at the top of your answer 
sheet and then leave 3 lines open. 

2. Rule a right-hand margin on each page. 
3. Answer all the questions. 
4. Answer in your own words unless instructed to quote. 
5. Answer in full sentences unless instructed otherwise. 
6. Use the mark allocation as a guide for how long your answer should be. 

 

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow: 

Extract taken from The Merchant of Venice Act 1 Scene 1 



Act 1 Scene 1 
A street in Venice. Antonio, Salerio and Solanio enter. 
 
ANTONIO: Truly I don’t know why I am so sad. 
 It wearies me – you say it wearies you – 
 But how I caught it, found it, came to have it, 
 What stuff it’s made of, I am yet to learn; 
 And sadness  turns me into such a fool,      5 
 I find it difficult to know myself. 
 
SALERIO: Your mind is tossing on the ocean, 
 There where your merchant ships with stately sail, 
 Like well-dressed lords and wealthy citizens, 
 Look proudly down upon the lesser traders,     10 
 That bob to them as though to show respect, 
 As they fly by them with their woven wings. 
 
SOLANIO: Believe me, sir, if I’d invested my money 
 In such an enterprise, then nearly all 
 My thought and feelings would be far across     15 
 The sea with my fine ships. I’d be continually 
 Plucking up grass and letting it fall, to see 
 Which way the wind was blowing; peering at maps 
 For ports and places of safe anchorage; 
 And every object, that might make me fear     20 
 Misfortune to my enterprise, without a doubt 
 Would make me sad. 
 
SALERIO: Just blowing my soup to cool it 
 Would put me in a cold sweat, when I thought 
 What harm a wind too great might do at sea.     25 
 Seeing the sand run in an hourglass 
 Would make me think of sandbanks and of shallows, 
 And I would see my best ship run aground; 
 Or when I saw a fine church built of stone, 
 I’d think immediately of dangerous rocks,     30 
 Which simply touching my rich vessel’s side, 
 Would scatter all her spices on the sea, 
 Enrobe the roaring waters with my silks, 
 And I, who was just now worth all of this, 
 Would be worth nothing. If I could think of this,     35 
 Wouldn’t I have good reason to be sad? 



 So don’t tell me, I know, Antonio; 
 You’re sad to think of your rich merchandise. 
 
ANTONIO: Believe me, no – I thank my fortune for it – 
 My investments are not trusted to one ship,     40 
 Nor in a voyage to a single place, 
 Nor have I risked the whole of my estate 
 On this year’s shipping ventures, so 
 It’s not my merchandise that makes me sad. 
 
SOLANIO: Why then you are in love.       45 
 
ANTONIO: Come off it! 
 
SOLANIO: Not in love either? Then let’s say you’re sad 
 Because you’re not merry. That’s as easy 
 As it would be for you to laugh and leap, 
 And say you’re merry ...because you are not sad.    50 
 Here comes Bassanio (your most noble cousin), 
 Gratiano and Lorenzo. So, goodbye –  
 We’ll leave you now with better company. 
  
 

QUESTIONS 

 

1. Does Antonio know why he is unhappy?  Quote a line from the text to 

substantiate your response.       (2) 

 No, he doesn’t know why. 

“What stuff it’s made of, I am yet to learn”   OR 

“I find it difficult to know myself”       L1 

 

2. Refer to lines 7 – 12. 

2.1 What impression is created of Antonio’s ships in these lines?  (2) 

His ships are big and command respect through their size and fine 
construction.          L2 

3. Refer to line 12.  



3.1 Identify the figure of speech in “woven wings”.           (1) 

Alliteration / metaphor          

 

3.2 To what do the “woven wings” refer?        (1) 

The ship’s sails          L3 

 

4. Refer to lines 13 – 25. 

4.1 What specific element do Salerio and Solanio both mention as something 

they would fear if they had ships at sea, as Antonio does?     (1) 

Wind             L1 

4.2 Explain fully why they would fear this element.               (2) 

A strong wind would destroy the ships or lead to them being lost at sea; which 

would lead to the financial ruin of Antonio      L4 

 

5. Refer to lines 23 – 38. 

5.1 According to Salerio, what kind of merchandise might Antonio’s ships be 

carrying?          (2) 

Silks, spices          L1 

 

6. In your own words, list the three reasons Antonio provides to explain why it is 

not his ships which are causing his sadness.     (3) 

- he has not tied all his investments to one ship 

- his ships are heading to different destinations 

- he has not risked all of his money/capital in these ventures   L1 

 

7.1 What is Antonio led to believe happens to his ships and his investment later  

 in the play?              (2) 

He is led to believe that they were wrecked and all his investments were lost at 

sea.            L2 

 

7.2 What actually happens to Antonio’s ships?      (1) 

A few of his ships return safely. (Six ships went out; three returned.)  L2 

 



8. Do we see any evidence of Antonio’s sadness being resolved later in the 

play? Reference another scene from the play to substantiate your answer.  (3) 

Yes, he is happy and relieved to be set free and he is glad his friendship with 

Bassanio can continue 

   -OR- 

No, even on the verge of death (in the court scene) he doesn’t seem to care 

about his own life.          L5 

 

9. Explain in detail why Bassanio has come to see Antonio.        (3) 

Bassanio spent all his inheritance on an extravagant lifestyle.  He now wants 

to borrow money to woo and marry the rich heiress Portia (whom he loves), 

thereby settling all his debts.        L2 

 

10. Identify the theme evident in this interaction between Antonio and Bassanio.    

     Explain your choice of theme.          (2) 

Friendship/love – Antonio loves Bassanio, his friend, therefore is willing to 

borrow money to give to Bassanio to help him win Portia. 

OR 

Money – Antonio has money now but Bassanio does not. This changes later in 

the play.           L4 

 

              TOTAL MARKS: 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comprehension and Language Test 

South African Myths and Legends 
 
1.  Simply put, urban legends are modern folktales. They are stories passed on from generation 
to generation and very often they are anecdotes that have a surprise climax, sometimes amusing 
and sometimes pointing towards a moral or a truth. These stories are sometimes taken from real 
events or just plain myths. Here are two famous South African legends:  
 

~ Van Hunks and the Devil ~ 
 
2.  Ever wonder why Table Mountain has that strange “table – cloth” cloud hanging over it? 
Well the story of Van Hunks is one explanation to this wonderful phenomenon.   
As the story goes Jan van Hunks, a Dutch pirate in the early 18th century, returned from years of life 
at sea to live on the slopes of Devil's Peak, Cape Town, South Africa.  Some say Van Hunks came 
back with a treasure chest the size of a small car, filled with gold, diamonds and jewels that his years 
of piracy had delivered. Others say he came back because the other pirates on the ship could not 
stand his smoking habits. You see, Van Hunks was notorious for smoking at least 20 bags of tobacco 
(that’s 40 kilograms!!) per day.  To escape from his wife's sharp tongue he often walked up the 
mountain where he settled down to smoke his pipe. One day a mysterious, tall, dark, hooded 
stranger approached him and asked the pirate to borrow some tobacco. The pirate was selfish at 
first but then decided to engage the stranger in a smoking contest.  
After a bit of bragging, Van Hunks told the stranger that the person that could smoke the most 
tobacco continuously would receive a prize of a ship full of gold from the other competitor. The 
hooded stranger agreed. They huff and they puff and occasionally smiled a sly smile at each other 
but neither gave up and soon their huffing and puffing formed a large, misty smoke cloud over the 
mountain. After several days, Van Hunks finally defeated the stranger.  When Van Hunks stood up 
to claim his prize, the hooded figure revealed himself.  It was the devil, come to take Van Hunks for 
all the evil things he had done as a pirate.  
 
3.  Suddenly, thunder rolled, the clouds closed in and Van Hunks disappeared, leaving behind 
only a scorched patch of ground.  
Legend has it that the cloud of tobacco smoke they left after smoking all that tobacco became the 
"table-cloth" - the famous white cloud that spills over Table Mountain when the South-Easter wind 
blows in summer. When that happens, it is said that Van Hunks and the Devil are at it again.  
 

~The Witch of the Hex River Valley~ 
 
4.  The Hex Valley is surrounded by high mountains. The highest peak is Matroosber. On 
certain moonlit nights, a young lady makes her appearance, crying and wringing her hands. But she 
has been dead for many long years. She was Eliza Meiring, daughter of a farmer whose homestead 
was not far from the foothills where Matroosberg rises from the vineyards. Eliza had many suitors 
because she was very beautiful. But she was also a bit spoilt and self-centred. She fell in love with a 
young man (some say his name was Frans but no more is known about him). To satisfy her pride she 



demanded that, to marry her, Frans must go and pick her a red disa in the hills of the Matroosberg. 
The disa is a beautiful flower, but unfortunately it grows only in the most inaccessible places: 
against steep, mossy cliffs in shady ravines and gorges. So to pick a disa is an almost impossible task 
without mountaineering equipment, which did not exist in those days. 
 
5.  Frans promised to bring her a red disa, for he loved Eliza with all his heart too.  He went into 
the Groothoek kloof alone, saw the disas where they glowed in their beauty against a wet and 
mossy cliff, and tried to reach it. As he reached for a precious flower he slipped and fell to his death. 
 
6.  When they brought Eliza the news that her lover had fallen to his death with a disa in his 
hand, she was beside herself with grief and remorse. She was so overcome because she had caused 
the death of her only love with her demand that she became mentally ill, and her parents kept her 
locked in her bedroom to watch over her. She scratched her name on the wooden windowsill: "Eliza. 
1868". One moonlit night she broke out and escaped. Wearing only her long white nightgown, she 
went into the foothills and then up the trail Frans had taken. There, somewhere on a rocky 
outcrop, she sat down and sobbed. But the outcrop crumbled beneath her and she, too, fell to her 
death.  
 
7.  Today, Eliza still wanders the crags of the Matroosberg when the moon is full: a pale ghost 
in her long white dress. She is known as the "Heks van Hexrivier" (the Witch of the Hex River). A few 
decades ago the old farmstead was demolished. Eliza's name and the date were still on one of the 
windowsills.  
 
8.  The importance of these legends are that we should always try and find the meaning or 
teaching behind them. For example, the tale of "Van Hunks and The Devil" reminds us never to brag 
or we might just find ourselves the victims of our own boastful attitude. The legend of "The Witch of 
the Hex River Valley" warns us that we should never think so much of ourselves that we let 
worthwhile things pass us by. By demanding too much, we might just be the true losers in the end. 
Our own worth should be counted by how we treat others. 
 
 

  



Question 1: Reading Comprehension 

Questions on Van Hunks and the Devil  
1.1 In your own words, explain what urban legends are?     (2) 

1.2 Where does van Hunks stay?        (1) 

1.3 Name two things that people said about Van Hunks, when he came back.  (2) 

1.4 Explain the meaning of the term ‘sharp tongue’? (Paragraph 2)    (2) 

1.5 Describe what happened between Van Hunks and the stranger before Van Hunks 
discovered who the stranger was.         (3) 

1.6 According to legend, what caused the “table-cloth” over Table Mountain? Quote from 
paragraph 3 to support your answer.        (2) 

1.7 In your own words, describe the lesson learnt from the legend of Van Hunks.  (2) 

 
Questions on the witch of Hex Valley 
1.8 What is the name of the flower that Frans went looking for?    (1) 

1.9 Why did Frans go and look for this particular flower?     (1) 

1.10 Describe what happened to Eliza after Frans’s death. (Paragraph 6)   (2) 

1.11 What was found on the windowsill when the farmer’s house was demolished?  (1) 

1.12  In your own words, describe the lesson learnt from the witch of Heks Valley.   (2) 

 

1.13 In your own words explain what these two stories have in common?   (2) 

1.14 Are these stories based on fact or opinion? Explain your answer.    (2) 

 

Total for Question 1:  25 marks 

 

  



QUESTION 2: LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 

2.1 Look carefully at the underlined word in the first sentence in paragraph 2: 

2.1.1 What punctuation mark is used here?       (1) 

2.1.2 What is the function of this punctuation mark?      (1) 

 

2.2 Identify the following parts of speech:       (3) 
2.2.1   Mysterious (paragraph 2) 2.2.2   Suddenly (paragraph 3) 

2.2.3   Ghost (paragraph 7) 2.2.4   Find (paragraph 8) 

2.2.5   They 2.2.6    On 

 
2.3 Name the punctuation marks which could replace the commas in paragraph 6 “, somewhere on 

a rocky outcrop,”          (1) 
 

2.4 Examine the following dictionary entry: 
 

Huff/ [huhf] noun  

1. a mood of sulking anger; a fit of resentment 
 

2.4.1  State what part of speech ‘huff’ is?      (1)
 2.4.2 Name the language of origin of the above mentioned word.   (1) 

 

2.5. Look carefully at the underlined word in paragraph 7: 

2.5.1       What punctuation mark is used here?       (1) 

2.5.2 What is the function of this punctuation mark?      (1) 

 

Total for Question 2:  10 marks 

 

 

 

 

 


